
St Gabriel’s Curriculum Map for Music: 

 At St Gabriel’s, we use the Charanga Scheme of Work. 

At St Gabriel’s our purpose is to engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, 
creativity and sense of achievement. 
 

 Autumn 1 –  
Music Express 

Autumn 2 –  
Music Express 

Spring 1 - Charanga Spring 2  - Charanga Summer 1 - Charanga Summer 2 - Charanga 

Rec Music Express – hello, my turn your turn. Me Everyone Big Bear Funk  Reflect, Rewind, Replay 

Children sing songs, make music and dance, 
and experiment with ways of changing 
them. They safely use and explore a variety 
of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 

(Learning to sing Big Bear Funk and revisiting other nursery rhymes and action songs Playing instruments within the songs) 

Year 1 Machines – Beat 
Travel- performance 

Seasons – Pitch 
Weather – exploring 
sounds 

Hey You! 
Glockenspiels 

Round and Round 
Glockenspiels 

Your Imagination 
Recorder 

Reflect, Rewind, Replay 
Singing and  preforming 

( Focus on learn about pulse, rhythm 
and pitch and to learn how to rap and 
enjoy it in its original form) 
 

(Focus on a one song called; 
Round and Round, a Bossa 
Nova Latin style) 
 

(Focus on a range of songs 
about ‘The Imagination’) 

(Focus is singing and preforming. 
Children learn about the History of 
Music and the beginnings of the 
Language of Music) 

Year 2 Machines – Beat 
Travel- performance 

Seasons – Pitch 
Weather – exploring 
sounds 

Hands, Feet, Heart 
Glockenspiels 

Zootime 
Glockenspiels 

Friendship song 
Recorder 

Rewind and Replay 
Singing and  preforming 

( Focus on a song written for children 
to celebrate and learn about South 
African Music) 

(Focus around one song: Zoo 
time. The play musical 
games and learn the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music (pulse, rhythm, pitch 
etc.) 
 

(Focus singing and appraising 
songs about friends. Children 
will Sing  and improvise using 
voices and/or instruments within 
the song) 

(Focus is singing and preforming. 
Children learn about the History of 
Music and the beginnings of the 
Language of Music) 

By the end of KS1 all children will be able to : 
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within 
musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 



Year3 Building – beat 
Poetry – 
Performance  

Time – beat 
Human body - 
Structure 

Blown Away Recorder 1 
(introduction to recorders) 

Three Little Birds 
Recorder 

The dragon song 
Glockenspiels 

Musicianship with PMF 

(step-by-step course for descant 
recorders to play performance pieces 
from the very beginning with lively 
accompaniment) 

(Focus around one song: 
Three Little Birds. While 
learning the song the 
children will play games and 
learn elements of music 
(pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.) 

(Focus singing and appraising 
songs about kindness, respect, 
friendship, acceptance and 
happiness. Children will 
improvise using voices and/or 
instruments within the song)  

Year 4 Poetry – 
Performance 
Environment – 
Composition. 

Building – beat 
Around the world - 
Pitch 

Blown Away Recorder 1 
(introduction to recorders) 

Musicianship with PMF Lean on Me 
Glockenspiels 

Rewind and Replay 
Glockenspiels 

(step-by-step course for descant 
recorders to play performance pieces 
from the very beginning with lively 
accompaniment) 

(Focus around one song: Lean 
On Me. The children will sing 
and play musical games where 
they learn interrelated 
dimensions of music (pulse, 
rhythm, pitch etc.) 

(Focus is singing, playing 
improvising and preforming. 
Children learn about the History of 
Music and the beginnings of the 
Language of Music) 

Year 
5 

Our community - 
Performance 

Life cycles – Structure  Musicianship with PMF The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air Blown Away Recorder 1 
(introduction to recorders) 

Rewind and Replay 
Glockenspiels 

(Focus around one song: The 
Fresh Prince Of Bel Air. The 
children will sing and play 
musical games where they 
learn interrelated 
dimensions of music (pulse, 
rhythm, tempo, pitch etc.) 

(step-by-step course for descant 
recorders to play performance 
pieces from the very beginning 
with lively accompaniment) 

(Focus is singing, playing 
improvising and preforming. 
Children learn about the History of 
Music and the beginnings of the 
Language of Music) 

Year 
6 

World Unite – Step 
dance performance 

Journeys – song cycle 
performance 

Djembe Drums Blown Away Recorder 1 
(introduction to recorders) 

Musicianship with PMF Blown Away Recorder 2 
Recorder 

Introduction course on how to play 
the Djembe Drums. The children will 
sing and play musical games where 
they learn interrelated dimensions of 
music (pulse, rhythm, tempo, pitch 
etc.) 

(step-by-step course for 
descant recorders to play 
performance) 

New notes, including sharps, flats 
and the upper octave are 
introduced with a theme song. It 
provides sophisticated pieces to 
play and perform with the lively 
accompaniments as they learn) 

By the end of KS2 all children will be able to : 
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within 
musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
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Each unit is based on one piece of music, which is used throughout the term as a starting point for learning to listen to and appraise music, exploring pitch, pulse 
and rhythm, and composing and performing music. 

 

We have recently bought a brand new class set of recorders, which each class will have a chance to use throughout the year and new glockenspiels. 
Children have the opportunity to learn violin, flute and piano in school with visiting teachers (speak to the office if you are interested in this). 

 

Our school hosts The Pimlico Music Foundation (PMF) choir which have students from neighbouring schools attend. The choir is opened up to Y4- Y6. 

KS1 & KS2 Progression in Music 

 Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 Class 6 

Music • Listen to music with 

sustained concentration. 

(Music) 

 Find the pulse whilst 

listening to music and using 

movement. (Music) 

 Use the correct musical 

language to describe a 

piece of music. (Music) 

 Recognise different 

instruments. (Music) 

 Discuss feelings and 

emotions linked to different 

pieces of music. (Music) 

 Begin to understand that 

the rhythm is a mixture of 

long and short sounds that 

happen over the pulse. 

(Music) 

 Listen to, copy and repeat a 

simple rhythm or melody. 

(Music) 

 Understand that pitch 

describes how high or low 

sounds are. (Music) 

• Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music. 
(Music)  

• Build an understanding of the 
pulse and internalise it when 
listening to a piece of music. 
(Music)   

• Improvise a simple rhythm using 
different instruments including the 
voice. (Music)  

• Understand that timbre describes 
the character or quality of a sound. 
(Music)   

• Understand that texture describes 
the layers within the music. 
(Music)  

• Understand that structure 
describes how different sections of 
music are ordered. (Music)  

• Begin to describe a piece of music 
using a developing understanding 
of the interrelated musical 
dimensions. (Music)  

• Use his/her voice expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes with 
growing confidence. (Music)   

• Develop an understanding of 
melody, the words and their 

• Listen with direction to a 
range of high quality music. 
(Music)  

• Confidently recognise a range 
of musical instruments. 
(Music)  

• Find the pulse within the 
context of different 
songs/music with ease. 
(Music)  

• Understand that 
improvisation is when a 
composer makes up a tune 
within boundaries. (Music)  

• Understand that composition 
is when a composer writes 
down and records a musical 
idea. (Music)  

• Sing songs with multiple parts 
with increasing confidence. 
(Music)  

• Play and perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts with 
confidence. (Music)  

• Develop an understanding of 
formal, written notation 
which includes crotchets and 
rests. (Music)  

• Confidently recognise a range 
of musical instruments and the 
different sounds they make. 
(Music)  

• Confidently recognise and 
explore a range of musical 
styles and traditions and know 
their basic style indicators. 
(Music)  

• Use musical language to 
appraise a piece or style of 
music. (Music)  

• Copy increasingly challenging 
rhythms using body percussion 
and untuned instruments 
where appropriate. (Music)   

• Sing as part of an ensemble 
with confidence and precision. 
(Music)  

• Play and perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts with 
increasing confidence. (Music)  

• Develop an understanding of 
formal, written notation which 
includes minims and quavers. 
(Music)  

• Listen to and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory. 
(Music)     

• Compose complex rhythms 
from an increasing aural 
memory. (Music) 

• Understand how pulse, rhythm 
and pitch work together. 
(Music)  

• Improvise with increasing 
confidence using own voice, 
rhythms and varied pitch. 
(Music)  

• Sing as part of an ensemble with 
increasing confidence and 
precision. (Music) 

• Play and perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts with some 
accuracy, control, fluency and 
expression. (Music)  

• Use and develop an 
understanding of formal, 
written notation which includes 
staff, semibreves and dotted 
crotchets. (Music) 

• Develop an increasing 
understanding of the history 
and context of music. (Music)  

• Listen with attention to detail 
and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory. 
(Music)      

• Sing as part of an ensemble 
with full confidence and 
precision. (Music)   

• Play and perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts with 
increasing accuracy, control, 
fluency and expression. (Music)  

• Create a simple composition 
and record using formal 
notation. (Music)   

• Develop a deeper 
understanding of the history 
and context of music. (Music) 

• Appropriately discuss the 
dimensions of music and 
recognise them in music heard. 
(Music)   

• Listen with attention to detail 
and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory and 
accuracy. (Music)   

• Appreciate and understand a 
wide range of high-quality live 
and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and 
from great composers and 
musicians. (Music)   

• Deepen an understanding and 
use of formal, written notation 
which includes staff, 



 Understand that dynamics 

describe how loud or quiet 

the music is. (Music) 

 Learn and perform chants, 

rhythms, raps and songs. 

(Music) 

 Learn to follow the 

conductor or band leader. 

(Music) 

 Sing songs musically and 

understand how to warm up 

and project the voice whilst 

demonstrating good 

posture. (Music) 

importance in the music being 
listened to. (Music)   

• Sing a song in two parts. (Music)  
• Use tuned and untuned classroom 

percussion to play 
accompaniments and tunes. 
(Music)  

• Use tuned and untuned classroom 
percussion to compose and 
improvise. (Music)  

• Play instruments using the correct 
techniques with respect. (Music)  

• Practise, rehearse and present 
performances to audiences with a 
growing awareness of the people 
watching. (Music)  

• Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music. 
(Music)   

• Begin to listen to and recall 
sounds with increasing aural 
memory. (Music)   

semibreves and dotted 
crotchets. (Music)   

• Improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music. (Music)   

 


