
Once Upon a Time Year 1: Term 3 
Order of 

Teaching 

Learning 

Links 

Cross Curricular- 

Trips – Buckingham Palace, Tate 

Visits/visitors - 

Homework – 

Geography 

 

Plans and 

photographs 

 

 

 

 

Chn learn about the different designs and features of castles, e.g. 

Norman motte & bailey, shell keep and stone castles; medieval gothic 

and concentric castles; and modern palaces, i.e. Buckingham or 

Kensington Palace). 

 

The chn look at pictures, plans, photographs and aerial photographs of 

different castles and label or list the features they see, e.g. rooms, 

doors, kitchens, columns, keep.  They could classify the different types of 

castles using a timeline. They learn that castle designs have changed 

over time and that a palace is a type of castle and a royal residence 

designed for prestige.  The chn could explore the features of castles 

through a range of creative activities, e.g. they could imagine that they go 

to sleep one night and wake up in a castle – is it a castle of palace? What 

would they see? What would they do? (Tiptoe through the long corridors, 

dance in the ballroom, sit down for dinner in the state dining hall, go 

swimming).  They could interview each other for imaginary jobs in a 

medieval castle, xxx and xxx. 

 

LO: I can use pictures, 

plans, photographs 

and aerial 

photographs of castles 

to identify their 

features. 

 

 

1 

Art 

 

Paul Klee – 

drawing 

shapes and 

colouring 

Chn draw a fairy-tale castle using 2d shapes inspired by Paul Klee’s 

Castle and the sun.  

 

The chn practice drawing 2d shapes (building on last term’s work) of 

different sizes and using different line thickness, before colouring their 

shapes carefully. They practice drawing their different shapes in different 

positions to resemble a castle many times before choosing their favourite 

composition. 

 

They look closely at Castle and the sun by Paul Klee and other pictures, 

before drawing and colouring their own castle and sun picture. 

 

LO: I can draw a 

fairy-tale castle 

 

(See success criteria) 

2 

DT Chn make junk castle models using simple construction joins. 

 

Chn imagine an evil fairy-tale queen has commissioned them to make her 

a new castle.  They imagine what she might do to them if she doesn’t like 

their design (put them to sleep for 100 years, lock them in a tower, turn 

LO: I can make my 

own fairy-tale castle 

 

3 



them into a frog).  The chn design and make their castle models choosing 

their favourite type and features, and take aerial photographs of them to 

send to the queen. They make their models from cardboard and other 

junk (cereal, egg boxes, kitchen roll holders, plastic bottle and newspaper) 

and learn to use simple cardboard construction joins.  

 

  

 

 

(See success criteria) 

History Chn compare the lives of people in Queen Victoria’s time and the 

present day. 

 

They should visit a palace (Buckingham or Kensington Palace) to learn 

more about their features, their current royal residents (Queen Elizabeth 

II or Prince and Duchess of Cambridge) and about the lives of people who 

lived and worked there in the past (Queen Victoria and Victorians).  They 

look at objects from palaces from Victorian and present day, and guess 

what they are before finding out.  They could use role play to imagine 

what it would have been like to live or work in the palace in the past, e.g. 

act out attending a Victorian ball, pretend to be a Victorian maid and 

write a postcard home about their duties, bring a room to life (past and 

present), find out about Queen Elizabeth II and give her Christmas address 

from Buckingham palace, be tour guides at Buckingham palace, etc. 

LO: I can use pictures 

and objects to find out 

about the past. 

 

LO: I know some facts 

about Queen Elizabeth 

II and Queen Victoria. 

 

LO: I can identify 

similarities and 

differences between 

the ways of life then 

(Queen Victoria) and 

now (Queen Elizabeth 

II).  

4 

Music 

& Dance 

Dance: Jack and the Beanstalk – Story  Time dance (see  Champions PE) 

Science Treasure Island     See Switched on Science 

Computing We are coders: Coding a fairy-tale 

 

London Landmarks Year 2: Term 1 
Order of 

Teaching 

Learning 

Links 

Cross Curricular-guided reading/Literacy 

Trips – River cruise TBC, Houses of Parliament 

Visits/visitors - 



Homework - 

Geography 

 

London 

Landmarks  

 

Natural 

and 

manmade 

Chn recap where London is. 

They look at pictures exploring what London is like and 

what we can see in London.   

Chn take a walk along the South Bank spotting 

landmarks.   

They take photos of landmarks on their walk and sort 

these into ‘natural’ and ‘built’ 

LO: I can ask questions about 

what a place is like? (before trip 

along South bank)                                                                                   

LO: I can take photographs of a 

place and use these back in the 

classroom (on trip)                                                                                                                                                                        

LO: I can use the photographs to 

sort features into ‘natural’ and 

‘built’  

Week 2 

 

Literacy 

Week 6/7 

Creative 

Curriculum 

History 

 

The 

Houses of 

Parliament 

Chn learn about the Houses of Parliament – its history 

and why it is important (could link with class rules).                                                                                   

Chn are introduced to the role of parliament by 

creating a list of ‘laws’ for the classroom or school 

community and discussing decisions (could link to the 

start of the term).  

Chn could vote on statements – ‘agree’, ‘disagree’ and 

‘undecided’ to explore the idea of democracy, minority 

and majority before learning about the role of 

parliament, how it makes decisions and the significant 

events in the parliamentary calendar. They also learn 

about its history including Bonfire Night and Guy 

Fawkes.   

See www.parliament.uk for Guy Fawkes videos and 

resources.           

 

LO: I can write sentences about 

the role of parliament (using 

appropriate  terminology, e.g. 

majority, minority, democracy, 

parliament, government, Prime 

Minister, MP)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

LO: I can identify events, objects 

and places in the Guy Fawkes 

story (state opening of 

parliament,  House of Lords)                                                                                                                                          

LO: I can retell the story of Guy 

Fawkes 

 

Week 2/3 

 

Guided 

Reading 

 

Literacy 

 

Creative 

Curriculum 

 

Week 5 

Art 

 

London 

Landmarks  

 

Drawing 

patterns 

and 

textures 

Chn look at a range of drawings of Iconic London 

landmarks – London Eye, The Shard, Houses of 

Parliament, Big Ben (as well as the photographs they 

took on their walk).  

They discuss the pictures – size, positioning and 

orientation - and express preferences.    

They decide on the size, positioning and orientation of 

their own drawings.                                                                                                                                                                                           

They use pencil to draw their picture focussing on lines 

and a wider variety of shapes. They also use lines and 

dots to recreate patterns/textures.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

LO: I can draw a London 

landmark including patterns and 

textures 

(See success criteria) 

Week 3/4 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 

Creative 

Curriculum 

http://www.parliament.uk/


They label features of their drawings and explain and 

evaluate their work. 

DT 

 

London 

landmarks  

 

3d models  

 

Children look at pictures of iconic London landmarks 

and identify the moving features. 

The children then handle a range of different materials 

and investigate ways to recreate some of the moving 

features (straws, string, split-pins, etc.). 

They design and make their model making 

adjustments as they go. 

LO: I make a 3d model of a 

London landmark with moving 

parts 

(see success criteria) 

 

Science 

 

Week 5/6 

Science See Switched on Science 

Computing  

Taking, editing and manipulating photographs 

 

Poles Apart Year 3: Term 3 
Order of 

Teaching 

Learning 

Links 

Cross curricular, trips, visits, visitors and homework: 

Link to literacy – adventure stories (set in snowy locations) 

Link to literacy – Recounts (diaries of polar explorers) 

 

History 

 

Ice explorers 

Chn learn about the great ‘Ice Explorers’ and their expeditions – an 

aspect of British history since 1066. Chn should learn about the Terra 

Nova expedition and Scott’s tragic race to the pole, as well as 

Shackleton’s Endurance expedition using sources such as diary 

entries, newspaper articles, artefacts, photographs and film.  See  

http://polar.lgfl.org.uk/ and  www.hotga.lgfl.net  for resources.    

 

 

Chn could draw a map of Antarctica.  They could look at photos of the 

Terra Nova being unloaded at Cape Evans and photos of artefacts 

(goggles, boots, dogs, etc.) to find out what supplies they carried with 

them. They could watch videos of Antarctica’s weather – blizzards, etc., 

and create soundscapes of what it would have been like there.  They 

could learn about the race to the south pole and chart the route they 

LO: I use 

evidence to 

find out 

about the 

objects, 

events and 

people from 

famous polar 

expeditions  

 

LO: I can 

write about 

the polar 

expeditions 

describing 

2 

 

  



took on their map.  They could read diary extracts to find out what daily 

life was like on the expedition.  They could sort the events that took 

place on the expedition into successes and disasters.  Chn could 

compare equipment used then to now, e.g. navigation, clothing, food, 

etc. 

 

After learning about the famous expeditions, chn could take on the role 

as an explorer in Literacy and write recounts and adventure stories 

about their journeys. 

 

what I’ve 

learned. 

 

LO: I can 

describe 

similarities 

and 

differences 

between 

people, 

events and 

objects from 

the first polar 

expeditions 

and now. 

Geography 

 

The eight 

compass 

points 

Chn use atlas to find out about the poles and their lines of latitude.  

They could make large maps of Antarctica and the Arctic in groups. 

Then pretend they are planning an expedition and give expert 

presentations about the Arctic or Antarctic to their crew using their 

maps.  

 

LO: I can give an expert presentation on the poles using 

geographical words 

I can locate the  continent of Antarctica (including South 

Pole) and the Arctic region (North Pole) 

 

I know the Arctic and Antarctic Circles are lines of latitude  

I know Antarctica is south of the Antarctic  Circle and the 

Arctic is North of the Arctic Circle 

 

I can locate significant places in Antarctica (South Pole, 

etc.) 

 

I know the South Pole is the southernmost point of Earth 

(and is opposite the North Pole) 

 

I can describe some physical and human features of 

Antarctica (or the North Pole) 

 

I can use the 8 compass points to describe locations  

 

LO: I can give 

an expert 

presentation 

on the poles 

using 

geographical 

words 

 

(See Success 

Criteria) 

1 

 

  

DT 

 

Magnetic 

mechanisms: 

Chn follow instructions to make a compass linked to Science. 

 

See http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/0/23033112  

LO: I can 

make a 

compass 

 

3 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/0/23033112


make a 

compass 

 

(See Success 

Criteria) 

Art 

 

Sketching, 

drawing and 

painting: mixed 

media –

contrasting 

pastels and paint 

 

Chn mix pastels and paints to make a silhouette painting depicting the 

Northern lights. 

 

Chn use their sketch books to plan, collect, experiment with, and record 

ideas, colour combinations and shading techniques (straight lines, arcs, 

fans, rainbows, plumes, etc.) - using paint and pastels inspired by the 

northern lights.  

 

Chn should build up to creating their own pastel and paint picture of 

the northern lights.  Chn should accentuate the effects they have 

created by adding a simple silhouette to the bottom (templates could 

be used to save time). Chn then display their work and evaluate it. 

 

       

 

LO: I can mix 

pastels and 

paints to 

depict the 

Northern 

Lights 

4 

 

 

Science  Opposites Attract  (See Switched on Science) 

Computing L.O: Recognise familiar forms of input and output devices and how they are used (computers)  

L.O: Make efficient use of familiar forms of input and output devices (computers)  

L.O: understand that computer networks enable the sharing of data and information (Networks) 

L.O: Understand that the internet is a large network of computers and that information can be shared 

between computers (Networks)  

L.O: With support select and use a variety of software to accomplish (using computers) 

L.O: Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private (E-safety) 

L.O: Use technology safely and recognise acceptable and unacceptable behaviour (e-safety)  

L.O: Use simple search technologies (Net searching) 

L.O: Use simple search technologies and recognise that some sources are more reliable than others 

(net searching) 

L.O: Design, write and debug programs that control or simulate virtual events 

L.O: Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMzLni1onNAhWCIsAKHaVSCb4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/northern-lights/&psig=AFQjCNHOu2rqF_NZQlaDMFPpltaXYa8sNA&ust=1464968223676033


 

 

Novel Noises Year 4: Term 3 
Order of 

Teaching 

Learning 

Links 

Cross curricular, trips, visits, visitors and homework: 

Science Museum 

History 

 

Alexander 

Graham Bell 

Children will learn about the life of Alexander Bell and about his 

invention of the telephone.   

 

Chn learn how the telephone- invented in 187-is one of the most 

important Victorian inventions.  Chn learn how before this, people used 

to communicate over long distances using mail or telegram, and 

consider the limitations of this.   Chn could make their own yoghurt-pot 

telephone from string and plastic cups to see how it works.  They could 

write explanation texts about the telephone in Literacy, instructions for 

using and information texts about the telephone and the subsequent 

telecommunication inventions it inspired. 

 

Chn could watch http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqj76sg about 

the life of Alexander Graham Bell and should be provided with a 

selection of different (mainly secondary) sources.  They will research 

facts about him, share this as a class and develop an illustrated 

biography/storyboard of his life.  They could perform this as a play and 

share it with others. Chn should discuss which sources of information 

they used and what information each source gave them.   

 
 

LO: I can 
collect 
information 
about 
Alexander 
Bell from 
different  
sources  
 

L.O: I can 

prepare a 

biography/ 

storyboard 

on the life of 

Alexander 

Bell to share 

my work 

1 

 

  

DT 

 

 

Making 

working 

instruments 

Children make Junk Band Instruments linked to Switched on Science 

unit.   

 

Chn could be played a short tune and set the challenge of performing it 

as a class junk band.  

Chn could handle a range of musical instruments and classify how they 

make their sounds.  They should learn about how sounds can be made 

louder and higher.  Chn could then handle a variety of everyday/ 

household objects, plastic bottles, rice, elastic bands, cereal boxes, egg 

cartons, etc. and come up with ideas to create their own musical 

instruments to play in the band.  They should decide on a list of 

features the instruments must have, e.g. easy to hold/position, easy to 

LO: I can 

make a 

working 

musical 

instrument 

 

(See Success 

Criteria) 

2 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqj76sg


play, sturdy, audible, makes at least one clear sound/note and use this 

to evaluate each other’s instruments. 

Chn could analyse the sound their instrument makes at the end (could 

they assign it a note?) and prepare a class performance taking the pitch 

and volume of each instrument into account. 

 

Music and 

Dance 

Music: Exploring sounds and musical instruments – linked to Science 

Science What’s that sound? (See Switched on Science) 

Computing We are musicians: producing digital music-scapes 

 

Greece: The Legends Live On Year 5: 

Term 4 

Order of 

Teaching 

Learning Links Cross curricular, trips, visits, visitors and homework: Ancient Greek Myths and Legends 

Trips: British Museum, V & A,  

Visitors: The History Man, Professor McGinty 

Homework: Collect travel brochures 

 

History 

 

Ancient 

Greece 

Chn learn about Ancient Greece – studying Ancient 

Greek life, their achievements and their influence on 

the western world. 

 

Chn could learn that the remains of a boy soldier have 

been found in a cave.  They could receive a letter 

asking them to plan an exhibition for the British 

Museum to bring to life the context of the find and 

what his life might have been like. 

 

Chn should select, evaluate and compare primary and 

secondary sources to collect and organise information 

to include in their exhibition. Chn could decide how to 

bring their information to life, e.g. living museum - 

monologue, in role as Greek potter, interactive 

Ancient Greek walk-in-wardrobe, table display of 

Ancient Greek feast, a battle re-enactment.  Chn 

LO: I can place the Ancient 

Greeks on a timeline 

understanding the term 

BC/AD.                       

 

LO: I can select (HA: evaluate 

and compare) a range of 

different sources to collect 

evidence about the past.  

 

LO: I can use evidence to help 

me describe significant 

features of the Ancient Greek 

way of life. (E.g. Food, 

buildings, beliefs, attitudes 

and religion, actions, rich and 

poor, armies, childhood, art 

1 



should read a selection of reference books, 

information texts and encyclopaedias in guided 

reading to gather information to inform this work as 

well as the stories, myths, legends, explanations and 

poems they write in Literacy. 

 

and entertainment, rule, 

legacy, etc.)  

 

Art 

 

Scratch art: 

Ancient Greek 

vases 

 

 

Chn collect a range of images and information about 

Greek vases (shapes, functions and designs) before 

designing their own using careful sketches and 

drawings.  Chn should then use scratch paper (bought 

or made) to realise their design which could then be 

prepared for display.  They should develop, adapt and 

refine their techniques when working on scratch 

paper.  Chn could use papier-mâché to make 3D life-

sized versions and compare the effects of this to the 

scratch art. 

 

 

LO: I can design and scratch 

my own Ancient Greek vase. 

(See success criteria) 

2 

Food 

 

Following and 

adapting 

recipes 

Chn work with others to follow and adapt recipes to 

make their own mezze.   

 

Chn explore why Greek food hasn’t changed much 

since Ancient times and learn about food that is 

grown, reared, caught and processed in Greece.  They 

collect recipes for old and new Greek dishes and 

adapt these recipes to make their own dishes 

including scaling up or down to change quantities.  

They make decisions about what ingredients are safe 

to eat raw and about cooking food to alter flavour or 

texture. They learn about good food hygiene and 

evaluate how they have done. 

 

LO: I can work with others to 

follow and adapt a recipe. 

(See success criteria) 

3 

https://artlessonsforkids.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/img_2276.jpg


Geography 

 

Comparing 

London and 

Athens 

Chn could learn about Athens to write travel articles 

or brochures in Literacy.   

LO:  I can name and locate 

Athens.   

                                                                                                                                                                                 

LO: I can identify famous 

landmarks. 

 

LO: I can find out about the 

key human and physical 

characteristics of Athens. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

LO: I can identify how Athens 

has changed over time and 

give some reasons for this, 

using both physical and 

human factors in my 

explanation. 

 

LO: I can compare London to 

Athens using Geographical 

vocabulary. 

 

4 

Dance and 

Music 

Dance: Ancient Greek Myths, e.g. Pandora’s Box  (see Champions PE) 

Science Let’s get moving (see Switched on Science) 

Computing We are artists: Fusing geometry and art  (Ancient Greek art) 

 

 

Man Vs Beast Year 6: Term 5 
Order of 

Teaching 

Learning Links Cross curricular, trips, visits, visitors and homework: 

 

(Revision) Adventure stories: Jumanji, Jungle book, The Savage, Charlotte’s Web, Skellig 

Biographies/Autobiographies: Jacques Cousteau , etc. 

Debate/story poetry: Dancing Bear 

Persuasion/ Arguments: Zoos – arks or prisons? 



Recounts: The Blob Fish -Scuba diving 

Non Chronological Reports: Bees, etc. 

Trips and Visitors: 

 

Geography 

 

Man Vs Beast-

conservation  

 

 

Chn learn about conservation issues, e.g. palm oil 

and the impact on animals and wildlife before taking 

part in an enquiry led project to save the orang-

utans in Borneo.  

 

LO: I can use learnt 

geography skills to support 

my decision making about 

the location of an orang-utan 

sanctuary 

Literacy 

Inspiration 

 

Creative 

Curriculum 

 

  

History 

 

Man Vs Beast 

– animal 

welfare  

Chn build upon what they have learned in previous 

years about key periods in history (e.g. the 

Victorians and their bear pits) to develop an 

appreciation of the relationship between man and 

beast throughout history.  

 

Through in-depth study the pupils gain an 

understanding of both the long arc of development 

and the complexity of specific aspects.  They gain 

historical perspective by placing their growing 

knowledge into different contexts, understanding 

the connections between local, regional, national 

and international history; between cultural, 

economic, military, political, religious and social 

history; and between short- and long-term 

timescales. 

 

The chn should be equipt to think critically, weigh 

evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective 

and judgement.  Pupils should draw contrasts, analyse 

trends, frame historically-valid questions and create 

their own structured accounts, including written 

narratives and analyses, in order to develop an 

understanding of the complexity of people’s lives, the 

process of change, the diversity of societies, as well as 

the challenges of their time. 

 

LO: I can make confident use 

of a variety of independent 

research  

 

LO: I can think critically to 

create my own structured 

accounts 

Literacy 

Inspiration 

 

Creative 

Curriculum 

 



DT/Food 

History 

 

Medicine and 

remedies 

 

Chn build upon what they have learned in previous 

years about the work of key figures such as Mary 

Secole, Florence Nightingale and  Louis Pastor to  

develop an appreciation of medicine through time 

and the key achievements in medicine - before 

cooking their own herbal remedies (linked to 

Science).  Through in-depth study the pupils gain an 

understanding of both the long arc of development 

the complexity of specific aspects and historical 

perspective (see above). 

 

LO: I can describe some of 

the achievements in 

medicine - from the earliest 

civilisations to the modern 

day 

 

LO: I can make my own 

herbal remedies 

 

See success criteria 

Literacy 

Inspiration 

 

Creative 

Curriculum 

 

PE  

Music An ideal opportunity to celebrate the children’s 

achievements at the end of primary school with a musical 

awards show customised for your class. Individual awards 

are presented along with fanfare, rap, song and 

famous music in a final grand ceremony. 

LO: To play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts 

LO: To sing and play musically with increasing confidence 

and control 

LO: To perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across 

a range of historical periods, genres, styles, and traditions, 

including the works of the great composers 

LO: To  improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

Science Staying Alive  (See Switched on Science) 

Computing Objectives:  

Technology in our Lives  

 Understand computer networks including the Internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the world wide web; 

and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration.  

 

Handling Data  

 Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) to collect, analyse, evaluate and present 

information.  

 

Programming  

 Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve 

problems by decomposing them into smaller parts.  

 Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output.  

 Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and 

programs.  

 

e-Safety  

 Support my friends to protect themselves and make good choices online, including reporting concerns to an adult.  

 Explain the consequences to myself and others of not communicating kindly and respectfully.  



 Explain the consequences of sharing too much about myself online  

 

 

 


