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EXHIBITION

STATEMENT

Affinity Art Gallery  presents Intersections, a group
exhibition with four contemporary Nigerian artists.
The artists'  work explores themes around the
paradox and consequence of choice, the importance
of documentation, and dares to challenge societal
stereotypes. The artworks in this exhibition include
paintings, photographs, and texts making distinct
references to contemporary culture. 

The emerging artists initiate an artistic journey,
inviting the audience to witness their contrasting
worlds intersect. The foundation of the exhibition
references the point where two things convene and
influence each other. Both figurative and narrative,
the works show how each artist explores the
crossroads between different dimensions and
indirectly creates new forms of meaning. 

Chigozie Obi’s Le Journal de Gozie  (Gozie's Journal)
highlights the importance of personal
documentation. Her series features photography as a
medium to document events and observe people.
These photographs are translated into paintings
while staying firm within her visual artistic style.
The artworks are entwined through a
multidisciplinary approach to present a visual and
written diary as a medium for record-keeping. 

James Adebayo's body of work Hot Air Balloon  is an
ongoing series focused on themes of identity and
gender inequality.

Photo Credit: Corporate Studios

The subjects in this series are mirrored, as if  looking
back at the observer, evoking questions around
boundaries. His paintings also reference Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie's We Should All  Be Feminists, to
emphasize the collective need to dream of a world
where men and women are equal.  James is influenced
by the mechanics of the hot air balloon – an aircraft
that works when hot air rises. This translates what it
means to rise above gender hierarchy and what it
means for all  people to create and live out their
desired path. 

Claire Idera's body of work, Bouquet of Choices ,
reveals the moments of imagination when the mind
wrestles with the complexity of choice. Taking
inspiration from personal journals, the artist reflects
on moments when life-changing decisions are
determined. The figures in her work have an
unwavering stare that engages you in a tactile way.
Her portraits draw the viewer in, reminding you of
delicate intimate moments. The natural and
whimsical elements highlight the contrast between
reality and escapism. 

In this series of works, A Moment with My Lemons ,
Jonathan Chambalin explores the axiom, 'When life
gives you lemons, make lemonade' encouraging
defiant optimism in the face of adversity. Colorful
and perplexing, the subjects in his works have a
dream-like contemplative gaze that questions what
to do with dilemmas or moments of difficulty. A
visual metaphor of the lemon. 

www.affinityart.gallery



CHIGOZIE OBI

Chigozie Obi (b.1997) is a multi-dimensional visual
artist who obtained a Bachelor's degree in Visual
Arts from theUniversity of Lagos in 2017. 

Her work explores forms and experiments with the
layering of multiple materials to tell  stories formed
from personal,  societal experiences, focusing on
the representation of African people in their
diversity.

Obi’s work authenticates her keen interest in the
human aspect of l ife, the body, beauty standards,
and the strive for self-acceptance. She aims to
create sustained conversations about people and
society - the cultural narratives adopted and how
it affects people, especially women.

Obi has recently emerged as the winner of the
Access Bank Art X prize 2021 and has participated
in group exhibitions including Shyllon Museum
(The Invincible Hands),  Lagos, 2021, Thinkspace
Projects (Real Life Is Fragile) Los Angeles(USA)
2021. She has completed residency programs with
Bethany Arts Community, New York, 2020, and was
the Arthouse Contemporary Artist of the month in
2018. 
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In this series, Chigozie compiles photography,
painting, and writing to highlight the importance of
documentation in the artist's life. Each piece is
intertwined through varied mediums to present a
visual and written diary. Chigozie uses photography
as her medium to document and observe the times,
which she translated into paintings while staying true
to her style. She highlights the use of text as a
medium for record-keeping while amalgamating all of
it into a unified body of work.
 
Chigozie is a multi-dimensional artist whose practice
employs experimentation in various media. "The
process of researching and working with a
combination of different materials has brought about
new challenges, endless ideas and results for me and
has also influenced my fascination with the concept
of creating multiple layers in my work." She
continually looks forward to discoveries born out of
experimentation and new ways to tell stories.
 
Chigozie uses oil and watercolors. In her paintings,
she focuses on portraits and figures and depicts
emotions through people's features. She uses her
work to discuss societal issues that relate to women.
She continually looks forward to discoveries born out
of experimentation and new ways to tell stories.
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series: Le Journal de Gozie (Gozie's Journal) 
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YADI

Mixed media (oil, acrylic,
charcoal, prints on
watercolour paper and text)
86.36 x 60.96 cm
2021
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OMOLARA

Mixed media (oil, acrylic,
charcoal, prints on
watercolour paper and text)
61. x 86.5 cm
2021
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LIZ

Mixed media (oil, acrylic,
charcoal, prints on
watercolour paper and text)
61. x 86.5 cm
2021
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ZAINAB

Mixed media (oil, acrylic,
charcoal, prints on
watercolour paper and text)
61. x 86.5 cm
2021
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TOBI

Mixed media (oil, acrylic,
charcoal, prints on
watercolour paper and text)
61. x 86.5 cm
2021



James Adebayo (b.1996) l ives in Ilorin, Nigeria, and
is a self-taught artist working predominantly with
acrylic and oil  paint. His figurative paintings often
depict scenes of historical and contemporary life,
familiar moments, mundane activities and
simultaneously convey innate human emotions and
nostalgic feelings.

James draws on his personal experience of double
vision, in his distinctive visual language consisting
of distorted figures with pink and blue skin tones
which ultimately reference the vibrant butterfly
pattern, a metaphorical representation of the
constant transformation of l ife — from ignorance
to awareness. 

These narratives further delve into themes of self-
identity and cultural values in his practice. His
paintings aim to reflect the diversity of humanity
and invite viewers to look at one’s reflection with
satisfaction. James has participated in a group
exhibition at Artpedia Gallery (A Tale of shared
experience), Lagos, 2021.
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James Adebayo presents a body of work titled Hot Air
Balloon. The ongoing series focuses on themes of
gender inequality and societal stereotypes. It further
references Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s “We Should All
Be Feminists”, to emphasize the collective need to
dream of a world that has both men and women who are
happier because they are true to themselves.
 
The figures in James' work are distorted due to an eye
condition known as double vision. Diplopia is the
simultaneous perception of two images of a single
object that may be displaced horizontally or vertically
with each other. 
 
Influenced by the curiosity of the hot air balloon—a
unique flying craft that works because hot air rises, The
series reimagines what it means to rise above gender
hierarchy and what it means for women to create and
live out their desired path. 
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series: HOT AIR BALOON 
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HIGHER ALTITUDE

Oil on canvas
129.5 x 160 cm
2021
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ESCALATE

Oil on canvas
132 x 161 cm
2021
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FLY2

Oil on canvas
259 x 135 cm 
2021

FLY

Oil on canvas
185 x 160 cm
2021
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ELEVATE

Oil on canvas
160 x 131 cm
2021



Claire (b.1994) in Lagos Nigeria. She is a self-
taught visual artist with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Architecture and a Masters degree in
Fashion Design from Kingston University London.
While her creative background forms her artistic
processes, She creates delicate representations of
the young black woman in a transformative state
of introspection.

Claire's work centers around personal journals
from childhood through motherhood using
portraiture and ethereal aesthetics. She is
fascinated by the idea of identity while
considering the role growth plays in finding it.
With every brushstroke, she attempts to relate the
physical and mental metamorphosis about the
female being using whimsical elements and colors.
She works with a range of materials from oil to
watercolor to acrylic and plastic.

Claire has participated in group exhibitions
worldwide including, Rele Gallery (Group
Exhibition) Lagos 2018, For you Gallery
(Phenomenology of a black woman) Dubai,2021, and
nominated for the Future Awards, Culture & Arts
category in 2016.
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"Oh, to be lost in thought, only to find myself? 
 
Claires' body of work reveals the moment of imagination
when the mind wrestles with the complexity of choice.
These images explore captivating moments in decision-
making and the paradox of deciding. She oscillates
between dream and reality, past and present, light and
dark, exploring notions of self in everyday and spiritual
dimensions.
 
Taking inspiration from her journals, Claire reflects on
the moments when life-changing decisions are made,
from choosing a profession to choosing a life partner,
choosing to work or play, choosing where to live, or
choosing to birth a child. These life-altering or short-
spanned decisions play a part in the reflection of our
real identities. She considers how her choices affect
other individuals in her life. 
 
Claire used oil as the medium for these paintings to
emphasize the value of patience in selecting, layering,
and blending the pigments. The painting process is also a
representation of the vulnerability displayed in these
critical moments. The use of natural and whimsical
elements is to highlights the contrast between reality
and escapism. 
 
Claire’s paintings celebrate individualism, experiences,
growth, and clarity.
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series: BOUQUET OF CHOICES

Photo Credit: Corporate Studios
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COMPROMISE I

Oil on canvas 
44 x 39 cm
2021

/19

COMPROMISE III

Oil on canvas 
44 x 39 cm
2021

COMPROMISE II

Oil on canvas 
51 x 41 cm 
2021



AS YOU LAY

YOUR BED

Oil on canvas 
56 x 61 cm
2021
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QUE SERA QUE

SERA

Oil on canvas 
48 x 58.5 cm
2021



THE VOW

Oil on canvas 
60 x 45 cm 
2021
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OLIVIA TWIST

Oil on canvas
81 x 66 cm 
2021



IN A DAZE

Oil on canvas 
58.5 x 53.5 cm 
2021
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IN A REVERIE

Oil on canvas 
58.5 x 53.5 cm 
2021



MIND MADE UP

Oil on canvas
81 x 66 cm 
2021
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Jonathan (b.1995) in Lagos, Nigeria obtained his
Bachelor of Art in Theatre Arts from the University
of Benin in 2017. He is an artist who works
predominantly with Monograms, mixed media, and
Acrylic. 

Jonathan creates symbolic forms that are a product
of less seen and more felt phenomena that have
shaped the human mind through societal structures
and adaptation. His passion for drawing began at a
young age while growing up in Nigeria. His father
noticed his ability to communicate visually and
encouraged him to pursue the arts. 

Jonathan's work is microscopic due to the elemental
nature of his ingredients. He investigates the science
of thought production, the in-between, and a
hypothetical description during those split scenarios
of evolving existence influenced by communal l iving
subconsciously interwoven with the mind. 
 
Jonathan has participated in group exhibitions
including FNB Art Joburg (Online art fair) South
Africa, 2020, Rele Gallery (Rele Young
contemporaries) Lagos, 2020, Native African Artist
Foundation (AAF) in collaboration with the
International Women Media Foundation (IWMF),
Lagos 2018.
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Jonathan Chambalin presents a body of work from a
Mental place built from the popular adage “when life
gives you lemons you turn it to lemonade” in which the
‘lemons’ represent a moment of difficulty or dilemma
that l ife may put in the way. In this series, he shows
figures in a position of thought located in a dream-like
state, contemplating what to do with their lemons. 
 
Jonathan makes use of symbolism, monograms, mixed
media, and acrylic in his paintings. He util izes the
process of trepanning as a synonym for toxic behaviors
and how it affects us as humans. Trepanning is a
surgical intervention in which a hole is dril led or
scraped into the human skull .  The primary theories for
the practice of trepanation in ancient times include
spiritual purposes, treatment for head injuries, and
mental disorders.
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series: A MOMENT WITH MY LEMONS 

Photo Credit: Corporate Studios
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_skull
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DICED LEMONS

Acrylic, oil pastel, monograms, and
mixed media on canvas.
120 x 100 cm
2021

WHERE MY LEMONS APPEARED

TO ME

Acrylic, oil pastel, monograms, and
mixed media on canvas.
120 x 100 cm
2021
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BOUQUET OF LEMON

FROM REGINA

Acrylic, oil pastel,
monograms, and mixed media
on canvas.
61.5 x 46 cm
2021

EAT IT OR SCALE IT 

Acrylic, oil pastel,
monograms, and mixed media
on canvas.
90 x 90 cm  
2021
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THIS SEEMS FAMILIAR

Acrylic, oil pastel,
monograms, and mixed media
on canvas.
61.5 x 46 cm
2021

WEATHER THE STORM OR

WISH IT AWAY

Acrylic, oil pastel,
monograms, and mixed media
on canvas.
90 x 90 cm
2021



ABOUT US

affinity art gallery 

Affinity Art gallery is dedicated to the promotion and
celebration of artists who are passionately sharing the
African narrative with their works. Through our
diverse exhibitions, educational programs,
institutional collaborations, and representation of
emerging artists, the gallery intends to play a role in
the support and advancement of Modern and
Contemporary African art.

Affinity Art Gallery's work expands beyond its white
walls through a public art education program that
focuses on schools across the country. The program
will  include off-site and on-site excursions educating
students about African art while highlighting the
history of the continent through its artists.

Affinity Art gallery is committed to spotlighting the
work of its artists by increasing visibility and
accessibility to local and global audiences.
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Unit 2, 1-7 Muri Okunola Street, Victoria Island
Lagos, Nigeria

 
Affinity Art Gallery is opened

Tuesday through Saturday,
11 am - 6 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
 

For press and media enquiries,
please contact

 
curator@affinityart.gallery

+234 809 790 7705 
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