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GALLERY statement
Every canvas is a visual representation of the artists' mind. - Affinity Art Gallery, 2021

All true art reflects the artists' minds and is a mirror of the artists' imagination at work. As part of the Gallery's anniversary celebration,
this collective show presents the works of modern artists like Rufus Ogundele, Muraina Oyelami, Samuel Ovraiti, Amos Odion, Mid-level
career artists, Isaac Emokpae, Kelani Abass, Alex Nwokolo, Phillips Nzekwe, Ebong Ekwere, Akachukwu Emeka, Marshall Nwauwa and
contemporary artist Anne Adams.

This amalgamation of works exhibited creates a cross-section of generations that draws a bridge with the past and present, expressively
incorporating raw materials, all with a solid foundation. The show references the lineage of African artists, attempting to evoke memories
of culture and contemporary archives using layers of complex traditions solidified through years of artists' practice. This fragmented
narrative tells a story of resilience and growth and suggests hidden worlds with the now-historical visual vocabulary of the artists. The
pieces in this show come alive beyond the limits of the canvas.

www.affinityart.gallery
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Muraina Oyelami
B. 1940

Muraina Oyelami’s (b. 1940) journey as a visual artist started with the Mbari-
Mbayo art workshop by the famous Oshogbo Art School initiated by Professor
Ulli Beier in Oshogbo in 1964.

The workshop encouraged creative young people who had no formal art
education to explore the visual arts. The 24-year-old Oyelami, at this time an
actor in The Duro Ladipo Theatre, embraced the ideas of the workshop
enthusiastically.

He went on to study theatre at Obafemi Awolowo University. He also taught
African music there from 1975 to 1987 and traveled the world, sharing the
nuances of the Yoruba talking drum – all while exploring the rich history of his
Yoruba tribe in his paintings.

His landscapes would express his ideas about people, urban growth, and
inequalities. He evolved a nuanced, almost translucent approach that
connected to his Oshogbo roots but was uniquely his.

Muraina Oyelami 
Utopia, 2019
Oil on board

44 * 57 inches
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Rufus Ogundele
B. 1963

Rufus Ogundele (b.1963) in Oshogbo. He was one of the participants in
the Dennis Williams workshop organized by Ulli and Georgina Beier.
From the beginning, Ogundele worked on a large scale. Initially using
emulsion paint later developed his skills as a printmaker (linocut
technique) under the guidance of Georgina Beier.

Ogundele combined the European artistic techniques he developed
under Williams and especially Beier's tutelage, with the teachings of
traditional Yoruba culture. His subject matter attests to his strong
beliefs, which are rooted in Yoruba culture and life.
In 1968 he moved to Ife, Nigeria, where he assisted Solomon Wangboje in
the Ori Olokun Centre and then became the co-founder of the Ogun
Timehin Studios.

His works have been exhibited in Nigeria, the USA, the U.K, Germany,
Ghana, Kenya, Czechoslovakia, Canada, and Japan. In 1966-68, his works
were shown in a Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibition, and at the
Institute of Contemporary Art, London.

Rufus Ogundele
Sisters, 1991

36 x 34 inches 
Oil on board
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Rufus Ogundele
Untitled, 1991
35 x 33 inches
Oil on board 
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Samuel Ovraiti
B. 1961

Sam Ovraiti (b.1961) in Zaria, Kaduna State. Undoubtedly one of Nigeria’s most
expressive watercolor artists.

Ovraiti attended the famous Federal Polytechnic, Auchi, before proceeding to
the University of Benin, both in Edo State where he studied General Arts and
Painting and later obtained a Master of Fine Arts.

His efforts in the area of watercolor and chalk pastel in the 1980s popularized
both materials as an acceptable painting medium within the art community in
Nigeria. His works in the oil medium express a different aspect of his art, one
that is more intense and layered.

Ovraiti is a deep and philosophical artist with a passion for artistic research
and experimentation. This aspect, heightened by his long-term relationship
with Dr. Bruce Onobrakpeya and the Harmattan Workshop. An award-winning
artist both academically and professionally, with an extensive number of solo
and group shows in Nigeria, Europe, and the USA.

Sam Ovraiti 
Victory song, 2017
Acrylic on canvas

46 *72 inches
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Sam Ovraiti 
Song of Gratitude, 2020 

Acrylic on canvas
53 * 71.5in
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Amos Odion
B. 1943

Amos Odion (b. 1943) in Nigeria. After undergoing a four-year apprenticeship,
he worked with late painter and sculptor Erhabor Emokpae in his studio.

A study on Odion’s works shows the artist’s interest in movement, with
emphasis also placed on angular direction traceable through the axis line. You
would find this in his figurative works, where volume helps to define the areas
that connect contours.

The carved-wood sculptures of Amos Odion are notable for their proportion.
They are based on the human figure and sometimes refer to abstract forms.
Odion starts his carving process from a single woodblock, making figures that
are often characterized by a texturized surface, achieved by the use of the
chisel.

Odion’s abstract works, which convey a sense of humor by their stocky
proportion, the well-detailed features of his figurative pieces embody cultural
preferences and individuality that addresses known mainstream sculptural
themes.

His wood sculptures today adorn many notable public buildings such as
Economic Commission for Africa Headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
Unilever Headquarters, London, etc. He had a solo show to his credit, which
was held at Goethe Institute in 1981.

Amos Odion 
Sunflower, 2017

Sculpture (Wood)
8ft
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Emmanuel ekong
ekefrey
B. 1952

Emmanuel Ekong Ekefrey (b. 1952) is a self-trained artist from the Ibibio
region and the son of a renowned carver. Ekefrey paints with an abundance of
forms, figures, lines, and colors that give a striking dynamism to his work. His
paintings reflect the culture and myths of his Ibibio people and the life in the
metropolis of Lagos, where he lives and paints. 

He has exhibited in numerous European art centers, the USA, and Mexico.
Ekefrey works are mostly to glorify the culture and people of Africa. 

Emmanuel Ekong Ekefrey
Joyful Noise, 2020
Acrylic on canvas

60 x 60 inches
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Isaac Emokpae
B. 1977

Isaac Erhabor Emokpae (b. 1977) , is a multi-faceted Visual Artist whose
approach to Art is based broadly on the principle of duality. He received a BA
in Creative Arts at the University of Lagos (2005), studying under the guidance
of Professor Abayomi Barber. During this time, Isaac honed his skills as a
painter churning out works primarily in expressionism and surrealism art
movements.
 
Isaac remains very selective about his work and divides his time between
painting and his photography projects. He worked for a while in fashion
photography and journalistic photography, making an impact and inspiring a
new generation of artists.

Emokpae is the third son of Erhabor Emokpae, a notable Nigerian painter and
sculptor popularly regarded as one of the pioneers of modern arts in Nigeria.
Much like his father, Emokpae strongly "combines his poetic depth with
artistic flair". He is said to be inspired by the philosophies of Leibniz,
Descartes, and Santayana.

Isaac Emokpae has held several groups and solo exhibitions within and outside
Nigeria. 

Isaac Emokpae
A King’s Dilemma, 2021

Gold/gilding paint on canvas
52 x 40 inches
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erhabor_Emokpae


Isaac Emokpae
An African Family, 2021
Copper paint on canvas

52 x 40 in.
35 x 33 cm
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Kelani Abass
B. 1979

Abass Kelani (born. 1979) in Nigeria, studied painting at the Yaba College of
Technology, Lagos, graduating in 2007. Using a variety of archival methods and
materials, Kelani’s art is highly personal and nostalgic and probes the shared
history and character of man and machines. 

He has won several awards including the Caterina De Medici/3rd Black
Heritage 1st Prize in painting in 2010. Kelani has taken part in numerous artist
residencies and is attending a residency program at the Headlands Center for
the Arts in San Francisco in October-November 2018. He is a member of the
Society of Nigerian Artists.

Recent solo exhibitions include if I could save time at the Centre for
Contemporary Art, Lagos (2016), Aso Igba at Art Clip Africa, Lagos (2016), Asiko
at the Centre for Contemporary Art, Lagos (2013), Man and Machine at
Omenka Gallery, Lagos (2011) and Paradigm Shift at Mydrim Gallery, Lagos
(2009).

Kelani Abass
Igbayi Lode, 2017

Mix media on paper 
36 x 52.1 inches 

92 x 132 cm
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Kelani Abass
Eyonu, 2017

digital and letterpress print
 30 x 42cm

Kelani Abass
Isoye, 2017

digital and letterpress print
 30 x 42cm
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alex NWOKOLO
B. 1963

Nwokolo was born in Lagos in 1963. He seemed to have set his mind on art
from an early age. By his teens, he was a regular at the National Theatre Lagos,
a painting club.

He enrolled at the Federal Polytechnic, Auchi in 1986. The art school was
relatively new, run by young artists and academics. This meant an easier
connection between teachers and students. It also meant the school was free
of many of the traditions that would guide and, maybe, constrain students in
the older Nigerian art schools. Nwokolo excelled in this environment and
gained a reputation for his bold colors and imagery. He received the Rector’s
Certificate of Excellence and the American Ambassador’s Award in 1991 while
in Auchi.

Nwokolo left Auchi in 1991 to become a full-time studio artist in Lagos. By this
time his bold, bright artworks had become something of a trademark style. It
was also the beginning of his movement towards theme-oriented artwork.
Perhaps his earliest theme was the Lagos rooftops. His rooftop artworks
captured the symmetry and restless energy of the expanse of rust-brown
Lagos rooftops.

His other themes have included cathedrals, forests, and Lagos party women.
Through repetition, he finds clarity, each artwork is a further unfurling of the
theme – until he is done and moves on to the next theme. His art seems to
derive directly from his persona. The man, Nwokolo is restless, hyper-active; a
rapid talker with an acute mind.
Nwokolo still lives and works in Lagos.

Alex Nwokolo
Uchenna ii , 2018

Oil on canvas
42 x 40 inches
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Alex Nwokolo
Neighbourhood, 2021

Oil and texture on canvas
44.5 x 41.5 inches 
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Phillips Nzekwe  
B. 1981

Born in Jos, Nigeria. In in1981, Phillips Nzekwe is considered to be one of
Nigeria's most distinguished experimental artists who explores the rich
material culture from his environment, emanating from consumerism. His art
comments on daily issues affecting him as an African such as climate change,
freedom of expression, the rights of the child, etc.

His artistic techniques are inspired by African traditional arts and
architecture, tropical colors of nature, and contemporary 3-dimensional
animated images.

Phillips Nzekwe has been a full-time studio artist for close to two decades. He
is a recipient of the Triangle Trust Grant (2012-2013). He was an artist in
residence at Kuona Trust Art Center, (Kenya, 2013), Ebedi International Artist
Writers Center, (Nigeria, 2015), Marble Hill School, Delta, state Nigeria, and
Yemaja Gallery, Lagos, Nigeria (2019).

His solo exhibitions include: 'Crush Rave Art Fair, Miami (2020), 'Raw Intuition.
The National Museum, Lagos (2019), 'Reaching Out', Nairobi Gallery, Nairobi,
'Perspective' 'Quintessence Gallery, Lagos. He has also participated in
numerous group exhibitions and fairs as The Rave Art Fair Miami, USA, Impart
Art fair Lagos, Nigeria and his works are held in numerous private collections
globally.

Phillips Nzekwe
Landscape VII, 2020

Autobase paint on canvas
47 x  59 cm 
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Phillips Nzekwe
Elope, 2021

Auto base paint on canvas
36 x 48 inches
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Phillips Nzekwe
Love and Landscape IV, 2021

Autobase paint on canvas
48 x 48 inches 



 
Ebong Ekwere
B. 1961

Ebong Ekwere (b. 1961) attended Yaba College of Technology, Lagos, where he
graduated in 1985 with a Higher National Diploma in fine arts, majoring in
sculpture.

Ekwere works with wood and metal in two broad representational styles; an
academic mode through which he produces striking portraits of Nigerian
personages, and a more stylized expression, in which he exaggerates several
facets of his figures to achieve rhythm and movement.

Ekwere is also a gifted draughtsman, and his work has been exhibited
extensively in Nigeria and abroad.

Ebong Ekwere
Elegance I, 2021

Sculpture (Wood) 
48 x 8 inches 
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Ebong Ekwere
Elegance II, 2021
Sculpture (Wood)

39  x 8.5 inches
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Ebong Ekwere
Elegance II, 2021
Sculpture (Wood)

39  x 8.5 inches
 



Ebong Ekwere
Elegance III, 2021
Sculpture (Wood)

35 x 9 inches
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Ebong Ekwere
Elegance III, 2021
Sculpture (Wood)

35 x 9 inches



AKAchukwu Emeka
B. 1963

Akachukwu Benjamin Emeka is an alumnus of the Fine and Applied art
program at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. He holds a post-graduate
diploma in Gender studies from the University of Abuja.

A painter and a poet, Akachukwu sees his work in two mediums, which often
share common themes, as both a window into the universe of the creative
mind and a casing to ponder in its own right. Akachukwu draws motivation for
his work from the profound excellence of the points of interest in his lived
environment. 

Points of interest such as cloud arrangements, individuals hurrying from work,
creatures and winged animals, and the spirits that monitor all activity. His
most recent project, entitled Forms from my Sky, employs the use of vat dye
and Acrylic on canvas.

Akachukwu Emeka
Forms from the sky I,  2017

Mixed Media on Canvas
51.5 x 63.3 inches
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Akachukwu Emeka
Forms from the sky II, 2017

Mixed media on canvas
51.5 x 63.3 inches
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Marshall Nwauwa
B. 1972

Marshal Nwauwa (b. 1972) in Oguta Imo State, Nigeria. As a student of Public
Administration at the University of Calabar, Marshal was already a practicing
artist, honing his now recognized skills at the Curio Studio Surulere, Lagos,
Nigeria.

His works are a detailed tour of unspoken realities surrounding the daily life of
ordinary people negotiating their way around dreams and drudgery, hopes
and disappointments of “another day”. Marshal’s color works place him highly
amongst the colorists.

A self-taught artist, Marshall has worked with some of the continent’s most
celebrated artists like Sam Ovraiti, Olu Ajayi, Pita Ohiwerei, and others.
His works are on display across Nigeria and several galleries in Europe and
America. 

He has participated in over 20 group exhibitions and a solo. His works are on
display across Nigeria and several galleries in Europe and America.

Marshall Nwauwa
Tag team, 2021

Acrylic on canvas
36 x 44 inches 
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Marshall Nwauwa
Jubilante, 2021

Acrylic on canvas
36 x 44 inches 
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Anne Adams
B. 1993

Adams Anne was born in 1993 in Nigeria and is a contemporary ceramic artist
currently working and living in Lagos.

Anne focuses on using her medium and style to change the narrative
surrounding the quality and potential of ceramic as an art form in Nigeria.
Working primarily with clay, she uses the coil technique in her works as a
harmonious display of interactions with balance and indigenous design. 

Her works are intimate, familiar, and a representation of abundance and
harmony. Anne has uncompromisingly maintained that Africans need to own
and accept our own. The representation of Nigerian pottery should not only
be seen in Museums as stolen artifacts but be represented today in galleries
and individual spaces, as a primal element of our existence as human beings. 

Anne has participated in local and international group exhibitions and has
featured in online publications and televised shows including; BBC News
Pidgin, Daily Trust Newspaper, Channels TV.

Anne Adams
Ákam dì Òchá, 2020

45 x 35 cm
Glazed terracotta
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Anne Adams
Kà ànyí di nà otú (iii)
Polished terracotta

53 x 31 cm
2021
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PARTNERS
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Affinity Art Gallery is a Modern and Contemporary art gallery located in Lagos, Nigeria's busiest and most inspirational city. Established
in 2017 and opened in 2020, Affinity Art gallery is dedicated to the promotion and celebration of artists who are passionately sharing the
African narrative with their works. 

Through our diverse exhibitions, educational programs, institutional collaborations, and representation of emerging artists, the gallery
intends to play a role in the support and advancement of Modern and Contemporary African art. The gallery functions as a beacon to
educate and preserve Africa’s rich and diverse culture in a bid to inspire the next generation of young Africans.

Affinity art gallery
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previous exhibition installation

www.affinityart.gallery

The Opening
6 December 2020 - 15 January 2021 

Gallery's Collection

Bringing together Modern and
Contemporary African art.

Discover more ...

COALESCE
March 14 – April 17, 2021

Damilola Onosowbo & Daniel
Pengrapher Oshundaro

Exploring realism, figurative and
abstract expressionism.

Discover more ... 

AVHTAD
01 August - 18 September 2021

Anne Adams & Lulama Wolf Mlambo

Exploring vernacular techniques and
textures.

Discover more ...

INTERSECTIONS
07 November - 30 November 2021

Chigozie Obi, James Adebayo, Claire
Idera & Jonathan Chambalin

Exploring the intersectionality of
choices.

Discover more ...
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https://affinityart.gallery/exhibition/intersections/
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Unit 2, 1-7 Muri Okunola Street, Victoria Island
Lagos, Nigeria

Affinity Art Gallery is opened
Tuesday through Saturday,

11 am - 6 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

For press and media enquiries,
please contact

curator@affinityart.gallery
+234 809 790 7705 






