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Camden Residents Association 
LTN  - 20+ Questions and Answers 

 
Introduction 
 
It does seem important to provide a bit more detail through these Q&As so that the LTN concept becomes 
a bit more meaningful. 
 
The 20+ Q&As are based upon the understanding the CRA has gained over the last few months working 
with an expert and using the freely available policy guides and a ‘crib sheet’ from ‘Living Streets’.  We are 
at best ‘enlightened amateurs’ and the work is very much ‘work in progress’. 
 

1. What is an LTN? 

o It is short for a ‘low traffic neighbourhood’.   
o At its simplest it stops through traffic using a particular route through a neighbourhood and thereby 

makes drivers rethink their journey habits 
o The ‘modal filter’ (the barrier, through which only favoured vehicles can go, is generally a bus-gate, 

as can seen below by Waitrose in Bath (please ignore the time restriction and traffic lights) 
o There would be a heavy fine for going through the bus-gate which monitors vehicle registration 

numbers.  There would be a few exceptions such as scheduled bus services and emergency vehicles, 
for example 

o For the ‘neighbours’ in an LTN, and ‘active travellers’ passing through, the street is made much, 
much quieter, cleaner and visually more pleasant.  Local businesses also can do better 

o The concept is being applied more and more in London and elsewhere. 
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2. How does an LTN reduce traffic and stop speeding? 

o It reduces traffic by blocking, through traffic by using a bus-gate, which has ‘No motor vehicles’ signs 
and cameras reading the number plate of every vehicle that contravenes these 

o It can do this by ‘blocking absolutely’ or there can be a very difficult get-round.  The arguments for 
this are very subtle and require more consideration 

o The only regular traffic normally allowed through are buses and bicycles 
 The bus drivers are fully accountable for their speed and care for other road users on routes 

they know and understand 
 Cyclists would also need to be respectful of other users 

o Other drivers would be residents and visitors driving in or out of the LTN, but not through it from 
end-to-end, who hopefully would have a respect for the quiet and low speeds expected in their LTN. 

o There will always be another route around the LTN which will involve main roads. 
 

3. Would finding a parking space be more difficult? 

o Without some care in the design, yes, it would be for those living close to the bus-gate and trying to 
park close to their home 

o It is at peak parking time that the risk is highest.  From observation this is probably in the evening 
and when there is a highly popular event happening in the city centre 

o Possible solutions are: 
 Extending parking restrictions to 24*7, in line with the bus-gate 
 Allowing a difficult get-round past the bus-gate 
 Extending the parking bays as there is less need for passing places in an LTN 
 Restricting parking permits to one car per family 

 

4. You’re just forcing drivers and pollution down to the London Road 

o Possibly, all other things being equal 
o But at present the journey time along the London Road is only 3 minutes longer than along the cut-

through, even at peak.  It might seem longer.  Try it yourself using Google Maps in real time.  
Therefore would another minute, say, caused by more traffic, be that crucial on say a 30 minute 
journey? 

o Others may change their habitual routines and use their cars less.  This is called ‘modal shift’ to 
bikes, walking and buses and is observed in other LTN schemes 

o For motorists arriving from the M4, we understand that there is major improvement to be made to 
the signage before the A420, to strongly indicate that cars destined to park in Bath be directed 
towards the Lansdown P&R 

o The CAZ will encourage haulage fleet owners and bus fleet operators to use their cleaner vehicles on 
London Road or choose different routes 

o Cleveland Bridge restrictions in 2020 will further force these operators to find alternative routes 
away from Bath which they may well stick to after the restrictions finish 

o The general shift is to lower pollution as the nation’s vehicle fleet gets cleaner 
o Whilst not in our remit, we have suggestions for improving the London Road to increase its flow and 

capacity and providing active travellers (walkers, joggers and cyclists) with a riverside route well 
away from the polluted air on the London Road. 
 

5. You’re just looking after your own interests 

o Well perhaps it might look like that but: 
 This is part of a NE Bath initiative from the Council – not just Camden 
 We’ve reacted positively to it because we’ve been grappling with the traffic issue for years 

and this looks like a very good bet – planets aligned! 
 We’re prepared to consider putting the bus-gate on our road despite it benefiting everyone 

on the NE Bath rat-run and being inconvenient to us too 
 We’ve got the motivation to run a campaign 
 We don’t know of any residents’ associations in NE Bath with whom to cooperate 
 If there are other interested groups we’d love to hear from them. 
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6. Residents should be exempted 

o No.  For the system to work in this sort of way requires bus-gates at each vehicle entry point into an 
LTN 

 Residents of that LTN might be defined as living within the ‘bus-gated community’ and a 
register would need setting up and maintaining to run the camera system – masses more 
expense (both capital and revenue) for as long as the scheme exists 

 Vehicles serving the residences and businesses within the LTN have no way in without some 
sort of exemption – this will require yet more administration and the risk of abuse could 
follow from this 

 There is potential for fraudulently inclined residents to register non-resident commuters’ 
cars for cash 

 It does sound like a ‘Camden Fortress’ and would not be well regarded by those who live just 
outside the LTN who traditionally use Camden Road 

o We currently believe it is far more effective and efficient to have ‘no through road’ signs at the entry 
points and one bus-gate at a central point in the LTN. 

 Residency then does not need defining and there is no consequent administration of 
registers and so the whole thing is much easier to enforce 

 Residents would be subject to the same inconvenience as those cutting through which 
should be more universally acceptable.  Andon the plus side residents and other active 
travellers (walkers and cyclists) get all the local benefits (quiet street, very low air pollution, 
sociability, safe cycling and walking etc etc), as per our newsletter.  This symbolically, we 
hope, is far more acceptable to those deprived of their current route to work or for 
whatever purpose they are using Camden Road as a through road. 
 

7. As a resident, why should I be restricted too and have to use the busy routes? 
o In our view it’s a small price to pay for the benefits you and all your neighbours would gain 

immediately it is implemented.  Arguably this might increase the longer term financial value of your 
residence if it is inside an LTN. 

o You have plenty of time to consider how you would alter your travelling arrangements, if necessary.  
For example, Sainsbury’s is so much easier to shop during the day or in the evenings.  Morrisons 
offers ‘quiet shopping’ from 9 till 10 on Saturday mornings.  At these times London Road is probably 
just as quick as the current journey time along Camden Road 

o Theoretically, on average only 50% of residents’ journeys away from their home (“to turn left or 
right”) would be blocked by the bus-gate – so the inconvenience does not apply to every journey. 
 

8. Keep the coaches and ‘artics’ off Camden Road 

o An LTN would do this 
 By observation the coaches are primarily school buses in most cases travelling in the 

opposite direction to the rush hour traffic.  These could be exempted as part of a school bus 
scheme 

 Tourist buses are very occasional and quite inappropriate and as long as they heeded the 
LTN signage at the entry point from a major road they would never enter 

 There are very few ‘artics’:  each one creates quite an event because once on Camden Road 
it is so difficult for them to get back onto to a major road.  We’ve been stopped by lost 
drivers and asked what to do on several occasions! An LTN would eradicate this. 
 

9. Well until the buses are better, I won’t support it 

o There is a lot of scope for getting smarter with buses – even the ones we do have now.   
 They often travel half, or less, full at off peak times.  This is very un-green.  We think there’s 

some sensitivity analysis required here.  For example, to keep the area quiet and less subject 
to pollution, would you accept less buses, off peak, but at reliable, timetabled times?  Off 
peak means during the day, between the rush hours, and in the evenings.  Reliability would 
be improved because with an LTN the route would be unimpeded by other through traffic 

 There is a case for increasing the frequency of buses at peak times to encourage modal shift 
from cars to buses.  Again, reliability should be better, at least through the LTN, as well as 

https://camdenresidentsbath.org/2019/10/11/annual-newsletter/


November 2019  LTN FAQs 0.7.docx 

frequency. 
 

10. Buses are too expensive – it is cheaper to drive to the Southgate Centre and park 

o Making any changes to buses seems shrouded in mystery, and as we discovered at our AGM that 
they are not under the control of the Council.  It’s always the same when this subject comes up – we 
seem to be locked into an immutable arrangement with First. We do wonder about this and why 
such proposals would not appeal sufficiently to enable some progressive flexibility between the local 
representative bodies and the bus companies. 

o There do seem to be desirable changes we could make if the wherewithal was there: 
 Make them much cheaper for all 
 If not, target reductions to the groups for whom changing their travel habits would be most 

beneficial – e.g. children of school age 
 If not, offer the same reductions to the same target but just to those living over 1.5 miles 

from school 
 Make the service more sensitive to predictable demand changes. 

 

11. We only need the LTN for peak hours – like the Waitrose bus-gate (10am till 6pm) 

o Well, perhaps, as the road does have periods of quiet during the day, late evening and through the 
night. 

o However the benefits of an LTN would be seriously compromised.  Off peak is perhaps when they 
are needed most: 

 Older people making their way to and from the bus stop along narrow pavements 
 Parents with prams, pushchairs and toddlers 
 Children during school holidays 
 Visitors and tourists 
 New cyclists and e-bikers 
 People working in rooms abutting the road 
 Residents working in their front gardens or putting out the recycling on the pavement 

o Off peak excessive speeding is one of our greatest concerns and opening the road to through traffic 
would make it even worse 

o A neighbourhood made safe only at particular times of the day is likely to lead to confusion for all 
users and more incidents.  There would also be additional costs involved in arbitrating over precise 
timing violations. 
 

12. It won’t work for me because I drive my children to school 

o The Council has voted to declare a climate emergency which reflects the world-wide concern over 
global warming – this will require all of us to change aspects of our lifestyles 

o It is the next generations who will suffer if we don’t, and the example we set now will be for their 
sake 

o Probably all of us, not just those cutting through in NE Bath, need to rethink our driving habits 
o The majority of car journeys are very short and are using cold engines which are more polluting and 

use more fuel 
o We do understand that very young children require more parental support to get to the reception 

class or a nursery.  We support the work of schools and their parent groups to minimise the need for 
car journeys. 

 

13. I live in Fairfield Park and I want to carry on driving to the RUH along Camden Road. 

o If the bus-gate was placed on Camden Road you would have three choices: 
 finding a route down to the London Road 
 ascending up to Richmond Road and Lansdown Road  
 modal shifting.  We have residents in Camden who walk to the RUH, and if the demand was 

there maybe there should be a direct bus service. 
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14. Bigger speed bumps are all that is required 

o We have proved that these are not a sufficient deterrent to both speeding or reducing traffic.  The 
pull of a potential saving of three minutes in journey time is stronger 

o They also tend to increase braking and accelerating which increases other types of pollution 
(particulates and hydrocarbons). 
 

15. We just need to enforce the 20mph speed limit 

o Our experiment done with the Council in May proved that over 60% of drivers exceed the 20 mph 
speed limit and there were some extreme speeds recorded beyond 40mph 

o When we switched on the automatic ‘slow down’ sign, speeding halved and even more at the higher 
more lethal speeds. 

o The LTN would stop all through traffic other than buses etc , so residents driving within the LTN 
would be responsible for upholding the 20mph speed limit 

o Pro tem, we have a new committee member, who feels she has been nearly mown down twice by 
high speed vehicles and is now actively working with Avon Police to commence a trial enforcement 
exercise with a speed gun. 
 

16. Do you already have a scheme in mind? 

o This is difficult work for many reasons including the strange topology of the area – very steep hills 
and extremely narrow roads and physical barriers like the Mount Beacon escarpment, so we don’t, 
as yet have a polished scheme ready 

o There are ingenious smaller cut-throughs in use which we also need to block but which must fit in 
with the overall scheme 

o It also needs to work across the wider area of NE Bath and be cognizant of the outlying villages 
served by Larkhall particularly, as well as the rat-run through Charlcombe.  There is quite a way to go 
but it is looking promising 

o And we’re not experts... 
 

17. How can we help? 

o First and foremost subscribe to our web-site which will continue to provide weekly news and sign on 
to the campaign for this exercise which is working with the Council to find a workable scheme based 
upon the principles of an LTN.  You can do this from the home page of our web-site 

o If you want to get more involved then please do get in touch, particularly if you have the time, 
interest, skills or experience. 
 

18. What about the rest of Bath? 

o We understand that other districts are doing the same as we are, and we think this is in line with the 
Council’s intentions for it to cover most of the city eventually. 
 

19. What if it is a disaster? 

o We are advised we can make use of ‘Experimental Traffic Orders’, ETOs, for short.  Under these, the 
scheme can be implemented with far less consultation work and reviewed and adjusted during the 
first six months after which the council must either make it permanent or reverse it after a further 
year at the most 

o We would also suggest minimising any hard landscaping work, to create, for example, on street cycle 
storage, parklets, pavement extensions and so on until there is public support for the scheme. 

 

20. How does this fit in with the clean air plan? 

o We are not entirely sure about this although we’ve postulated how they might work in harmony 
o In their manifesto the winning Lib-Dems suggested the consideration of LTNs whilst knowing that 

the  CAZ project was already being underway so there may be other joint benefits they know about 
which we have not thought of 
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o The CAZ C will not impinge on Bath residents’ car driving habits at all but will bear down most on 
heavier vehicles, which create the most nitrogen dioxide pollution per vehicle, but it will do little or 
nothing for traffic volumes 

o LTNs create more awkwardness for through traffic and encourage modal shift.  It is therefore much 
more progressive, in that it encourages people to make better travel decisions for the long term 
good of Bath and the environment 

o We’ve suggested that the same camera infrastructure could be extended to create the bus-gate 
necessary for this scheme. 
 

21. Can we have more electric charging points on the street? 

o Bath is woefully short of these considering how much street parking is required owing to the 
old style housing stock and street pattern 

o If the LTN ends up being similar to what we envisage then there is potential for more 
residents’ parking 

o The implementation of LED street lighting means there is spare power capacity which could 
be used for fast charging cars 

o I’ve noticed cars being charged from a private power point with the wire running along the 
pavement 

o Induction charging from a pad in the road will get rid of the need for a cable 
o We’ll push for these as we consider parking requirements (see question 3). 

 


