
   You may be thinking, “Jesus’ business life?... Didn’t 

He live a solitary life mostly away from people, and spend 
much of His time in prayer out in the wilderness?  Then at 
the age of 29 He went public and revealed His identity 
and mission as God?”  There is another aspect of Jesus’ 
earthly life we should not ignore.  

 

The Carpenter 
 

   The four Gospels reveal Jesus’ publicly ministry during 
the last 3.5 years of His life. However, it is known and 
believed that Jesus, from around the age of 12 through 29, 
worked a job and probably ran a family business. We 
know that Jesus’ earthly guardian father, Joseph, was a 
carpenter and taught Him the trade (Matthew 13:55). We 
get a glimpse of this in Mark 6:2-3. Jesus had just started 
His public ministry and the religious leaders took issue 
with Him. They saw His wisdom and power but were 
puzzled and thought he should not be capable of this. 
They pointed to Jesus’ work-life and sarcastically said, “Is 
not this the carpenter?” But interestingly, Mark’s use of 
the definite article “the” points out that Jesus did more 
than just some carpentry work. His was identified by His 
work with the title “the carpenter,” meaning He was 
known for His carpentry work and business. The Greco-
Roman culture’s view of work was distorted, and the 
Jewish religious leaders had adapted the cultural view. 
They could not justify how anyone who worked as a 
carpenter could be of any influence or importance to 
society. Jesus’ business life was a paradox to them.  
 

Pleasing to the Father 
 

   At the age of 12, Jesus told His parents that He would 
be busy carrying out the business and interest of His 
Heavenly Father (Luke 2:46). The Apostle John, in his 
Gospel, would record Jesus saying three times that He 
came to accomplish the work given to him by His Father 
(John 4:34; 5:36-37; 17:4). Certainly the work of 
redemption is in the forefront here. But we should not 
ignore His work as a carpenter for 17+ years and running 
the family business … Jesus saw this as an assignment by 

His Father to complete. Again we get a glimpse in a few 
verses found in Mark 1:9-11 that point to this. Jesus 
started His public ministry at the age of 29, at His 
baptism. We are told that the Spirit came down as a dove 
from Heaven. Then the Father’s voice was heard to say... 
“This is my beloved Son, in Him I am well pleased.” In 
the original language, this is a past tense... meaning all 
that Jesus had done up to this point was pleasing to His 
Father. What He mostly had done up to this point was 
work as a carpenter and run a business. Here, our 
Heavenly Father commended His Son’s example in His 
work-life.  Though the culture of that day looked down 
on Jesus’ profession, God the Father had been pleased 
with His carpentry work and business. 
 

Finding Joy at Work 
 

   How do you view your work-life? God gives value to 
your work regardless of how the world looks upon your 
job. It is an important part of His big plan. Do you see 
your job as opportunity to show how your faith in God 
acts and responds to the daily responsibilities and 
challenges of work?  It was said of Jesus that He learned 
obedience through the things He suffered (Hebrews 5:8; 
2:18). Certainly this applied to the difficulties of His 
work/business life. The Apostle Peter tells us that 
opportunities will come as people observe our Godly 
conduct in our work (1 Peter 2:12-13; 3:15). So, give 
yourself wholly to God by working diligently in your job. 
There is great joy in discovering what God can do 
through your work-life. PMC 
 

Consider...  
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“Do your work heartily, as for the Lord  
and not for people, ...it is from the Lord that you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the 
Lord Christ whom you serve.” 
                                                     Colossians 3:23-24 
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 UPCOMING ONLINE EVENTS... 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
FOR WOMEN 

 

Tuesday, January 11 & 25 
9:30 am ET 

 
Sign-information for connection for  

all online events on Zoom: 
 

LINK for using computer for video 
Meeting ID: 7704619320 

Password: fcap1234 

By phone, dial into meeting for   
audio only. 

+1 646 876 9923 US 
Meeting ID: 7704619320 

ENGAGING IN PRAYER 
(For One Another and Our Industry) 

 

Wednesday, January 12 & 26 
9:30 am ET 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
FOR MEN 

 

Tuesday, January 18 
9:30 am ET 

We invite you to visit our web site to stay in touch and keep up to date  
on what is happening in and through FCAP worldwide. 

DIVINE APPOINTMENTS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In need of encouragement and help?  
 

The Airline/Aviation industry is facing turbulent times  
currently in so many ways.  As a result, an unprecedented 
number of employees are facing fear, depression and  
uncertainty, and difficult decisions are having to be made 
affecting their future.  FCAP is here for such a time as this.  
We are available… 
 

 To PRAY with and for you.  
 To provide COUNSELING RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 BENEVOLENCE ASSISTANCE  … and more. 

Thousands of miles and numerous oceans may separate 
the location of God’s people; but when He deems it right 
for certain connections to take place,  He knows no 
boundaries.  One such connection took place in Novem-
ber between God’s people in the U.S. and Nairobi,  
Kenya. Paul and Claudette Curtas were in Virginia visit-
ing family. Upon attending church with the family, they 
met a Kenyan pastor, James Njoroge, who was also  
visiting the church. Paul shared about our FCAP  
Fellowship in Nairobi, and Pastor Njoroge was eager for 
members of his church who work with Kenyan Airways 
to connect with our FCAP group there.   
 
That is exactly what happened.  Our FCAP International 
Office was able to send the group a package through 
Pastor Njoroge. He joined them for their end-of-year 
Thanksgiving service on December 9 and presented the 
package to them. We thank the Lord for making these 
connections for His glory! 

https://fcap.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d545ae74e53d4ce5dda24be0&id=bff2703197&e=de73b034f7
https://fcap.org/
https://fcap.org/encouragement-and-support/prayer/
https://fcap.org/encouragement-and-support/counseling/counseling-assistance-policy/
mailto:office@fcap.org

