
   We’ve all been there, a trial or some temptation that seems 
overwhelming.  I witnessed another pilot going through it the 
other night.  He received a “Not Recommend” or “NR” the day 
prior, and I was one of two instructors helping him the 
following day.  The NR prevented him from continuing through 
the training footprint, and we were repeating the lesson he had 
done the previous day.  You could see he was beat down.  I’d 
been in his shoes before and so has every pilot learning a new 
plane.  It is not the best of times.  It is four to six weeks of 
intense study, and sometimes you just hit a wall.  Our student 
had hit his wall.  The other instructor encouraged him by telling 
him that he knew the material and he just needed confidence in 
himself.  He was right, but ultimately our confidence as 
Christians should rest on Christ, not our own abilities.   
 

Counting the Costs 
 
     Jesus found himself in a profoundly more difficult situation 
with Satan after 40 days without food in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4:1-11).  Satan used the same strategy against Jesus 
that He used with Adam and Eve.  Paraphrased it goes 
something like this, “God doesn’t really love you.  If He did, 
why would he be holding something back from you or allow 
you to suffer?”  Satan offers Jesus the chance to take the glory 
without the cross.  The “apple” Satan was trying to get Jesus to 
bite into was to circumvent doing the will of His Father.  Satan 
always offers us short cuts but never reveals the costs of those 
shortcuts.  God is clear, “In this life, you will have 
troubles” (John 16:33).  Following Jesus comes with costs, but 
in comparison, those costs are negligible compared to the cost 
of not following Him.   
 

Possessing Power in the Trials 
 

     Jesus models how we should act when we find ourselves in 
these periods of trial and temptation.  First, we need to be 
prepared with the Word of God.  Jesus demonstrates that He is 
fully man and fully God in these passages.  Jesus could have 
easily called upon the angels of heaven and His own incredible 
power to destroy Satan.  He doesn’t, and instead He shows us 

He is fully human by using the same power we have, the Word 
of God.  The Word is more powerful than any double-edged 
sword (Hebrews 4:12).  It is this weapon that Jesus uses three 
different times with Satan before Satan finally leaves with his 
tail between his legs.   
 

Knowing to Whom You Belong 
 
     Second, Jesus knew to Whom He belonged.  When we are 
struggling, we need to ask ourselves this question: “To Whom 
do you belong?”  There is an important event that occurs right 
before this passage of temptation.  Jesus had just been baptized 
by John.  God the Father declared to everyone at the baptism 
that Jesus was His Son and that He was well pleased with Him.  
Jesus knew that He was loved by His Father, and the Father 
was well pleased with Him.  There was nothing Satan could 
offer that was better than the love of His Father.  Satan is going 
to tell us lies that we aren’t loved and don’t deserve to be loved 
because of the sin in our lives.  We need to be quick to 
remember the truths the Lord tells us in his Word, that we are 
His children and that nothing can separate us from His love 
(Romans 8:38-39).  We need to have those “go to verses” 
memorized so that when we are attacked by our enemy, we can 
defend ourselves against these lies.  We need to be able to 
quickly and confidently answer this question: “To whom do 
you belong?” SMW 
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“I have said these things to you, that in Me you 
may have peace.  In the world you will have 
tribulation.  But take heart, I have overcome 
the world.” John 16:33 

This article was written by Stephen Watts.  Stephen is a Captain 
with Delta Air Lines and also serves on our FCAP Board of  
Directors. 
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 UPCOMING ONLINE EVENTS... 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
FOR WOMEN 

 

Tuesday, November 2, 16 & 30 
9:30 am ET 

 
Sign-information for connection for  

all online events on Zoom: 
 

LINK for using computer for video 
Meeting ID: 7704619320 

Password: fcap1234 

By phone, dial into meeting for   
audio only. 

+1 646 876 9923 US 
Meeting ID: 7704619320 

ENGAGING IN PRAYER 
(For One Another and Our Industry) 

 

Wednesday, November 17 
9:30 am ET 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
FOR MEN 

 

Tuesday, November 9 & 23 
9:30 am ET 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We invite you to enjoy presentations from local groups 
throughout the world and from other aspects of the 
FCAP ministry over the years.  Our next presentation 
on Zoom features our Swiss Fellowship... 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, November 29 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm ET 

 
View other presentations: 

50th Anniversary Showcase Presentations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessings upon you in this special time of year 
as together we thank the Lord 

for His bountiful love and goodness.— The FCAP Staff 

The Airline/Avia on  industry  currently  is  facing  turbulent  mes  in  so many 
ways.   As a result, an unprecedented number of employees are facing fear, 
depression  and  uncertainty,  and  difficult  decisions  are  having  to  be made 
affec ng  their  future.  FCAP  is  here  for  such  a  me  as  this.    We  are  
available… 
 

 To PRAY with and for you.  
 

 To provide COUNSELING RECOMMENDATIONS and 
BENEVOLENCE ASSISTANCE. 

… and more. 

CONTACT US  for more informa on.  You are not alone! 


