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WEEK COMMENCING 21 June 2021 
 

  Reminders for this 

coming week: 

 
SHADOW BOARD 
MEETING 
25.06.21 
08.30 – 10.00 

 

  Forthcoming 

meetings: 
 
RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE 
29.06.21 
13.30 – 15.30 
 
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
08.07.21 
13.00 – 15.30 
 
FOCUS GROUP 5 
12.07.21 

08.30 – 10.00 
 
EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 
15.07.21 
13.00 – 15.30 
 
SHADOW BOARD 
MEETING 
16.07.21 
08.30 – 10.00 
 
GEP BOARD MEETING 
19.07.21 
13.00 – 15.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A note from Kathryn Krynicki, our Director of Primary Education 
 
We are now about to hit the final furlong in our race to end the academic year of 
all years!  As we head into the 
last month there is little let-up 
for school staff.  The race we 
started in September 2020 is 
not the race we thought we'd 
entered, however, each and 
every one of us can hold our 
heads up high as we nudge 
our noses through the finish 
line.  For many of you, you 
have fulfilled all roles in the 
racing team; owner, trainer, 
stable hand, farrier, vet, and 
jockey!   
 
Gavin Williamson himself colludes that this year has certainly not been a 'flat 
race.'  The Education Secretary gave the keynote opening speech at the virtual 
Festival of Education which is taking place over the current fortnight. He spoke 
about his wider plans for schools, his regrets over last year’s exams, and plans for 
primary testing in the next academic year. 
 
There are strong rumours of a white paper being written in the not too distant 
future.  In a nutshell, though, we are expecting to see a pushing of the vision for 
all schools to become academies. This at least gives us a head start! 
 
He also said that “later on this year”, the government would be “setting out a 
broader vision for what our whole school system looks like”. 
For our secondary colleagues, there was a whisper of an apology regarding the 
infamous algorithms experienced during last year's exam season.  Asked if he 
could do one thing differently, Williamson said “without a shadow of doubt” it 
would be the government’s approach to grading and assessments last year. 
He said there was “no playbook” for dealing with a global pandemic, and that the 
use of teacher assessments “with moderating element”, was felt to be the “right 
approach”. 
“I think on reflection what we saw is an algorithm that didn’t produce the results 
and fairness that we expected it to produce. And that was certainly my deepest 
regret.”  “We did go with teacher assessment, but obviously the moderation 
element that we, as I say all the advice was to have that moderation element at 
the time. We took that approach but I don’t think on reflection that was the right 
approach.”                                                                                                                                            



   
 

   
 

 In our schools, we salute all of our colleagues who are currently involved in the TAG system, we know how 
hard you are working to ensure our students receive fair, justified grades.  You all certainly deserve to be 
in the winners' enclosure at the end of term! 
For primary colleagues, the news from Mr. Williamson is that SATs are set to return in 2021/22.  We have 
been told to prepare for the full suite of assessments in the next academic year to additionally include; 
statutory reception baseline assessment, timetables checking in Year 4, and the phonics check which will 
be rolled out for Year 2 pupils in the Autumn term.   
 
In relation to the racing season, I can only think he was referring to the Grand National (a few high 
hedges to get over!) rather than Royal Ascot. 
 
Whatever type of horse race you might feel you are participating in at the moment, remember there's still 
the Euros and Wimbledon as alternatives! 
 
Whilst it may at times have felt that your 'spectators' have not quite fulfilled the 'Royal enclosure' at Ascot 
type of dress code and behaviour you would have liked, please take some time to raise a glass of fizz to 
yourselves and the fabulous achievements you have made this year.  The final furlong is in sight! 
 

 Actions for heads 
 
Thank you to all who completed the doodle poll to ascertain the date for the next heads meeting.  This will 
take place on Tuesday 29th June at 8am.  This will take place via zoom.  The meetings scheduled for 
Thursday 15th June and Thursday 15th July are no longer taking place. 
 
Remember to keep July 13th free if possible.  Time has now been confirmed for 4.30pm.  Invitations will 
follow. 
 
 

 Actions for Governors and Trustees: 
 
The final online training session, for all governors at both Athena and GEP trust schools, will be given by 
Jack Mayhew, CEO of GEP and AST: "Wider Educational Themes - curriculum leadership, current 

educational climate and landscape" on Thursday 24th June 2021 at 6.30pm.  Book your place here.  
 

 School improvement: 
 
Upcoming CPD - Monday 28th June  
All schools should have received details concerning the next CPD afternoon scheduled for Monday 28th 
June.  Please can this information be circulated to staff so that they are able to sign up for these events in 
advance. Running them on Zoom does require advance booking. Please remember to use your school 
email address for booking.  Any queries concerning this CPD offer to Lisa West. 
(lwest@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk).  
 
New further education and sixth form science network 
Sussex and Surrey Science Learning Partnership are forming a science network for post KS4 studies.  The 
first network session will be taking place online on Wednesday 23rd June at 4pm.  During this session, 
the focus will be on three areas: 
 

❖ Recruitment progress 
❖ Addressing the gap between GCSE and A-Level – pre and post KS5 commencement 
❖ CPD needs and new course offer from the Science Learning Partnership 

 
Please click here to sign up to this event. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wider-educational-themes-private-event-ast-gep-trusts-only-tickets-113798149328
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wider-educational-themes-private-event-ast-gep-trusts-only-tickets-113798149328
https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/497475/further-education-and-sixth-form-network


   
 

   
 

 Spotlight on schools:  
 
Boxgrove  
STEMfest 
The pupils of Boxgrove were treated to a whole day of 
science on Thursday 17th June and the buzz within the 
school was fantastic.  Through interactive and 
engaging online and face to face workshops, the pupils 
covered a variety of topics such as penguin and polar 
bears habitats and sustainability, the properties of 
water, water treatment, states of matter, centre of 
balance, probability and strategic thinking.  Pupils from 
Kings helped out and were exemplary examples of 
secondary students. 
 
 
Kings College  
Kings College GCSE art students have been creating 
fantastic pieces of work, some of which can be seen 
here, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Abbot 
Exhibition of artwork at Guildford Station 
The artwork below, by our very talented GCSE Art students, is currently on display in the Guildford Station 
Waiting Room. The artwork was part of an art project 
entitled Zentangle portraits which was inspired by the 
artist ‘Iain MacArthur’. 
 
Students researched MacArthur’s artwork and then 
studied the artform of Zentangles. Using these elements 
to inform their own work students created their own 
portraits using pencil and fine-liner on A2 cartridge 
paper. 
  
Well done to the following students whose work is on 
display: Heather Learoyd, Jessica Thomson, Greta 
Roeser, Mina Mirza, Sabika Bhatti, Siena Sherry, Madeleine Alfert-Lownie, Stella Darcey, Sophie Van De Wiel, 
Tara Cox, Ama Bogdan and Rosa Giddy. 
 
 
Fullbrook 
Samuel Botterill in Year 7 had been growing his hair for about 2 years as an “experiment”.  Before he left 
junior school, he’d talked with his parents about how fortunate he was to have such lovely hair and how 
much it would mean to someone else if he could donate it to the Little Princess Trust to be made into a 
wig, but he wasn't quite ready.   



   
 

   
 

It costs the Little Princess Trust about £550 to make the wigs, so 
Samuel decided to donate enough hair to make a long wig and 
also raise enough money to cover the costs involved.  When he 
felt ready, his parents set up a Just Giving page with his ambitious 
£550 target. Over the last half term, he finally had his hair cut has 
now raised an impressive £725. Samuel’s parents have shared 
before and after pictures to show just how much hair he had cut 
off.  Well done to Samuel on such a wonderful donation to a very 
worthwhile cause, and an impressive fundraising total! 
 

  
 

 School Operations: 
 
'Measures' consultation 
There will shortly be a period of consultation in relation to the intended measures which will affect GEP 
staff as a result of the merger of GEP and AST.  Measures are any changes envisaged which may affect 
employment arrangements.   
 
The intended measures, which will be consulted on, are: 

• Change of pay date 
• Review of central team staffing structure 
• Workplace location of central team 

Further information will follow.  
 

Overseas travel 
Overseas holiday locations are now categorised using the Government’s traffic light system which reflects 
each country’s respective Covid-19 risk, with different rules and restrictions for each.  It is important to 
note that the category that each overseas country is placed in is subject to change, based upon updates in 
the risk factors.  Currently countries on the amber list require a 10-day quarantine period at home and 
countries on the red list require a 10-day quarantine period in a hotel.  As we have recently seen countries 
can be moved from the green list to the amber or red list so the next review, scheduled for around 24 
June 2021, will not necessarily see more countries added to the green list.  
 
The latest government overseas travel guidance can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-
advice-novel-coronavirus 
 
If you are considering travelling abroad this summer, please be aware that you have a duty to be available 
during your working hours.  Please therefore consider the implications of any foreign travel which may 
impact on this.   
 
Further information is being sent to staff from Headteachers.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus


   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contacts: 
Jack Mayhew: CEO 
Ali Larcombe-Fish: COO  
Andrew Roach: Education Director 
Lisa Wilde: Financial Controller 
Lyndsay Cameron: SCITT Director 
Jo Coles: HR Manager 
Richard Wiseman: Estates Manager 
Ben Sayers: Head of IT                       
Gary Lelliott: Head of Governance 
Jackie Blackwood: Teaching School Manager 
Graham Tuck: Director of Secondary Education 
(school improvement) 
Kathryn Krynicki: Director of Primary Education 
(school improvement) 
Carol Pearce: Primary SIP 
Jane Abbott: Secondary SIP 
Gaby Sutton: Senior Administrator/PA to CEO 

 
jmayhew@gepacademies.com 
alfish@gepacademies.com  
aroach@gepacademies.com 
Lwilde@gepacademies.com 
Lcameron@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk 
jcoles@gepacademies.com 
rwiseman@gepacademies.com 
bsayers@gepacademies.com 
glelliott@gepacademies.com 
jblackwood@gepacademies.com 
gtuck@gepacademies.com 
 
 
kkrynicki@gepacademies.com 
Cpearce@athenaschools.co.uk 
jane@ascentia.org.uk 
gsutton@gepacademies.com 
 

 
01483 888188 
01483 888022 
01483 888047 
01483 888022 
01483 888070 
01483 888074 
01483 888007 
01483 484837 
01483 888007 
01483 888047 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01483 888188 
 

 Jack’s visits and meetings this week: 
 

Joint GEP/AST exec meeting 21.06.21 10.00 – 11.00 
Maths school meeting 21.06.21 11.45 – 12.15 
Stoughton school visit 21.06.21 13.30 – 14.30 
Northmead school visit 21.06.21 14.30 – 15.30 
Maths school roundtable 22.06.21 10.00 – 11.00 
Pirbright school visit 22.06.21 14.00 – 16.00 
Kings half termly review 23.06.21 08.30 – 09.30 
AST exec meeting 23.06.21 11.00 – 12.00 
Esher Church school 23.06.21 12.30 – 13.00 
Guildford County school visit 23.06.21 14.00 – 15.30 
Glebelands school review 24.06.21 All day 

Governors training session 24.06.21 18.30 – 20.00 
Shadow board meeting 25.06.21 08.30 – 10.00 
GEP exec team 25.06.21 10.00 – 12.00 
George Abbot school visit 25.06.21 12.25 – 13.25 

 

   
 

mailto:alfish@gepacademies.com
mailto:aroach@gepacademies.com
mailto:jcoles@gepacademies.com
mailto:rwiseman@gepacademies.com
mailto:bsayers@gepacademies.com
mailto:glelliott@gepacademies.com
mailto:Jane@lawn3.com

