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Nestled between the mountains and the ocean, Cape Town has 
been a beacon for adventurers since the 16th century. With its 
culinary reputation on the rise and its proximity to South Africa’s 
wine country, the city continues to revel in its place in the sun. 
Now it can also claim the title of World Design Capital 2014, an 
honor awarded to cities that use design to enhance their culture 
and economy. AH&L heads to Cape Town to check out—and check 
into—three of its chicest hotels. 

ELLERMAN HOUSE  Many properties aspire to be a “home away from 
home,” but few can match the hospitality at this Cape Edwardian 
mansion on Bantry Hill bluff. The intimate scale is welcoming in 
itself, with 11 classically decorated guest rooms in the main house, 
plus a fi ve-bedroom contemporary villa with a private butler and 
chef. A second villa opens next year.
 Relax at the spa, the pool or on the terrace overlooking the 
Atlantic, and indulge in a tour of the hotel’s renowned collection of 
South African art. Got a midnight craving? You’re free to raid the 
24-hour pantry, stocked with homemade sweet and savory treats. 
Other complimentary amenities include sunset cocktails and 
canapés, airport transfers, chauffeur-driven rides around town and 
laundry service. Actually, this is perhaps better than home. 
ellerman.co.za P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

S
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y

 O
F 

R
ES

O
R

TS

(tr
av

el)
LIFE

WRITTEN BY

AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE 

SOUTH AFRICAN STYLE
Cool architecture turns up the heat in Cape Town

The lobby of the One & Only Cape Town provides two striking focal points: a modern 
chandelier in the form of a three-dimensional sculpture of South Africa, and pan-
oramic views of iconic Table Mountain. “In the four years we worked on this project, 
we lived the site, breathed the air, met the people, and absorbed the richness and 
variety that Cape Town has to off er,” explains Adam Tihany of New York-based 
Tihany Design. “We wanted our design to embody the local sensibility, and the multi-
layered contemporary and traditional cultures that make up Cape Town style.”   
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▹ The cool blue interior of the Aqua Room, designed by Robert Polloxfen and 
Jeanne Harris (the wife of Ellerman House’s owner), echoes expansive views of 
the surrounding sky and Atlantic Ocean. This vibrant escape, ensconced within a 
fi ve-bedroom villa, prominently features a painting by Australian artist Bromley that 
highlights the room’s breezy ambiance. Elsewhere throughout Ellerman House—in 
the public spaces, corridors, guest rooms and a contemporary gallery—the hotel ex-
clusively features South African art, making it one of the most important collections 
of this country’s artists in the world.    

In the reception hall at Cape Grace, a stylized reproduction of the cartouche 
from a 1730 map of the Southern Seas adorns the wall above a sofa, featuring a 
silk-screened passage from a 17th-century Dutch East Indies’ company document. 
Encased in the glass coff ee table, two rare copper pans—examples of early “ovens” 
used to bake South African milk tarts—provide a gleaming decorative element 
and a nod to the country’s heritage, which interior designers Kathi and Klaudia 
Weixelbaumer attempted to incorporate at every turn. To the left, an 18th-century 
Cape Baroque cabinet, one of their most prized fi nds, was constructed locally from 
Stinkwood and Satin Wood. 

ONE & ONLY CAPE TOWN  “Between the breathtaking backdrop of Ta-
ble Mountain and the romantic Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, we 
couldn’t help but pay homage to the surroundings,” says celebrated 
interior designer Adam Tihany of this urban oasis, which opened 
in 2009 in the coastal heart of the city. 
 Every room has a private balcony with views of the mountains, 
and a three-tiered glass wine loft off the lobby boasts a 5,000-bot-
tle display of South African wine. The 91-room Marina Rise 
tower overlooks a manmade island, providing a lushly landscaped 
refuge for 40 Villa Suites. An infi nity-edge swimming pool and 
13,000-square-foot spa further enhance the resort-like appeal. 
capetown.oneandonlyresorts.com

CAPE GRACE  “Timeless yet humorous, historical but sexy, and very 
detailed.” That’s how designing duo Kathi and Klaudia Weixel-
baumer describe Cape Grace. The 121-room property, which en-
compasses a heated outdoor swimming pool and spa, is tucked away 
on a private quay between Cape Town’s harbor and a marina.
 When Weixelbaumer Design revamped the property in 
2007-2008, the goal, in part, was to tell the city’s centuries-old 
story, using Cape Dutch antiques, quirky chandeliers incorporat-
ing china from shipwrecks, and hand-painted fabrics and furnish-
ings created by local artisans. Lamps fashioned like ships’ anchors 
accessorize the Signal Bar and a mural of the coast unfurls in the 
dining room. With its sea-faring fl air, the Cape Grace provides the 
ultimate port in a storm. capegrace.com
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