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 Community comes together for 
inspirational awards ceremony  

The incredible 
contribution made by 
tennis volunteers in 

Sussex was celebrated at an 
inspirational online awards 
ceremony last month. 

Hundreds of players 
from clubs across 
the county 

gathered online for the 
moving 90-minute event.

The ceremony, 
which was hosted 
by Tennis Sussex’ 

Performance Manager, 
Keith Pullin, involved the 
honouring of more than 
300 nominees who have 
each contributed to county 
tennis in a special way.    

Keith said: “It was 
a very humbling 
experience to 

learn of the amazing 
contributions made 
by so many of our 
nominees and winners. 
I feel very honoured to 
have been in a position 
to pass on to them our 
deepest gratitude and 
thanks. The occasion 
was made even more 
special by the fact that I 
have had the privilege of 
getting to know so many 
of them over the years.”  

The ceremony was 
put together over 
many months by a 

team that included Tennis 
Sussex staff members 
Carly Washington, Nikki 
Palmer and Phil Latham. 

Tennis Sussex 
President, Chris 
Neighbour, said: 

“The event was the result 
of a lot of hard work 
for which the organising 
team deserve our grateful 
thanks.  I am sure that 
I will not be alone in 
feeling admiration for the 
huge depth and breadth 
of talent, professional 
input and volunteer 
commitment that we 
enjoy here in Sussex.  
It is truly inspiring.”

The Sussex 18U County Cup boys demonstrating strong team spirit as they take on Surrey, Hertfordshire and North of Scotland. 
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Sussex charity smashes barriers to sports participation 
with help of Tennis Sussex

Inner-city kids flock to Crew Club

International hope for Sussex disability star

CHILDREN from one 
of the most deprived 
parts of Sussex have 

been enjoying a taste of 
tennis thanks to the work of 
an inspirational local charity.
Youngsters from the 
Whitehawk estate in 
Brighton have been offered 
the chance to attend free 
tennis sessions as part of 
the work of The Crew Club.
The award-winning 
independent community 
project, which was 
established in 1999 
following the fatal stabbing 
of a young person on the 
estate, seeks to provide a 
safe space for young people 

to gather away from the 
dangers on the streets. 
Sports development 
coordinator Noah Tilling 
said: ”Thanks to the support 
of Tennis Sussex and the 
LTA, we have been able to 
bring tennis to children 
who might otherwise never 

have the opportunity to try 
it. Physical activity brings so 
many positive benefits to 
young people and we are 
working hard to remove 
the financial barriers to 
sport. It has been brilliant 
to see the kids developing 
a love for tennis.”  
Aimed at primary age pupils, 
the hour-long Wednesday 
squad is led by Ben Pugh, 
a LTA Level 3 coach, on 
a pop-up tennis court 
outside of the Crew Club’s 
purpose-built youth centre 
which was opened by the 
Duke of Edinburgh in 2007.  
Ben said: “We try and learn 
one new tennis skill each 

week, but the number one 
priority is to have fun. It can 
be quite challenging as a 
coach because there is such 

a wide range of ability. But 
the kids have been brilliant 
and it has been so rewarding 
to see their progress.” 
One of the participants is 
10-year-old Paul Sheppard 
who walks to the Crew 
Club after school. He said: 
“I have been coming every 
week since it started. I’d 
never played tennis before 
but it is really good fun.  My 
favourite shot is the serve 
because I can hit the ball 
really hard. I don’t think I 
am as good as the players 
on the telly yet though.” 
The Crew Club was founded 
by local resident Lorraine 
Snow and her husband 
Darren in 1999 following 
the tragic killing of teenager 
Jay Kensitt. They have both 
been awarded an MBE for 
their work. Lorraine said: 

“After the awful events of 
1999, the young people on 
the estate just wanted to 
be together to comfort 
each other but they had 
nowhere to go. I welcomed 
them all into my home to 
start with so they had a 
safe space to be together. 
We eventually persuaded 
the council to allow us to 
use an empty portacabin 
and then in 2007 we took 
over our own purpose-
built accommodation that 
was opened by HRH Prince 
Phillip in 2007. As well as 
providing children with a 
safe place to gather, we 
run a busy programme 
of activities that are 
totally free of charge. The 
tennis group has been a 
wonderful addition to this.”
Anne Clark, former chair of 
Tennis Sussex,  said: “We ‘re 
delighted to be supporting 
this wonderful charity and 
helping to enable a group 
of young people who might 
otherwise never have the 
chance to try tennis and 
have a go at the sport. 
Tennis Sussex is committed 
to making tennis as inclusive 
as possible and striving to 
overcome as many potential 
barriers to the sport as we 
can. Our support of this 
charity is just one small way 
of helping to achieve this.”

Vi s u a l l y - i m p a i re d 
tennis player Chris 
Bailey is hoping to be 

re-selected for this year’s 
GB international squad.
The 44-year-old research 

scientist from Uckfield, 
who has represented the 
country in disability events 
in previous years, hopes to 
once again fly the national 
flag in international VI 

competitions scheduled 
for later in the year.  
Chris, who has a genetic 
eye condition known 
as retinitis pigmentosa, 
hung up his regular tennis 

racket in 2018 when his 
deteriorating sight meant 
that mainstream tennis 
was no longer viable. He 
said: “Taking up VI tennis 

meant I could continue to 
play the game I had loved 
for more than 25 years. I 
would strongly encourage 
others to give it a go.
 “There hasn’t been a lot 
of international action 
recently  due to the 
pandemic, but I’m keeping 
my fingers crossed that I 
will be chosen to represent 
GB again this year.“
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Reaching out to Ukraine
Generous Sussex tennis community raises thousands to help 

victims of war through 24-hour tennisathon  

A 24-hour charity 
tennis event has 
raised almost 

£10,000 for the victims 
of the Ukraine war.
Tennis enthusiasts from 
across the county took to 
the courts of Wickwoods 
Tennis Club on 20th and 

21st March to show their 
support for the people 
of Ukraine, with many 
more rallying behind the 
event by making donations 
and other contributions.  
Some of the lucky 
participants also got to 
take part in a coaching 

clinic run by tennis 
mentor and Instagram 
sensation Ashley Neaves.  
The event was the idea of 
Ski Safari’s Andy Knights, 
a member of the King 
Alfred Tennis Club in Hove. 
Andy, who captains the 
men’s first and second 
team, said: “Like everyone 
else, I was watching the 
horrors unfold in Ukraine 
and felt compelled to do 
something other than 
just make a donation to a 
charity, as helpful as that 
is. I wanted to go further, 
help a little more and bring 
people together doing 
something we all love 
to do and raise as much 
money as possible to help 
the people of Ukraine.”
Andy hooked up with 
leading Hove-based tennis 
retailers, Nick and Jo Rivett, 
who helped to publicise 
the event, as well as 
Wickwoods which offered 

If you would like to 
donate, please visit: 
www.nickrivettsport.
co.uk/pages/ten-
nis-for-ukraine

its facilities free of charge.
Within days, the playing 
sessions had been snapped 
up and offers of help 
and donations of food 
and drink had flooded in. 
“We’ve always known first 
hand through our work 
how amazing the Sussex 
tennis community is,” said 
Jo and Nick Rivett. “But 
today we are completely 
humbled by the support, 
donations, kind words and 
time given by every single 
person involved in this 
event. Biggest of thanks to 
Andy for asking us to get 
involved and to Wickwoods 
Country Club, who, without 
them this just would not 
have been possible – their 
kindness and generosity 
was greater than we 
could ever have imagined.”

Angmering LTC extends warm welcome and free tennis 
lessons to Ukrainian refugees

A generous Sussex  
club is hoping to 
bring a little joy 

to the lives of refugees by 
welcoming them on court.  
Angmering-on-Sea LTC 
hopes that a game of tennis 
will help to lift the spirits 
of individuals and families 
fleeing the Ukrainian conflict. 
One of its coaches has even 
offered free private lessons.   
Chair Elaine Phillips said 
that Angmering’s club rules 
provide for a discretion to 
elect honorary members 
for up to one year and 
the club was keen to use 
this power to help the 
Ukrainian refugees who 

will be arriving in the local 
area in coming weeks.  
Elaine said: “Like so many 
others, we wanted to 
support the victims of 
Ukraine and thought that  
making tennis available to 
them would be just one little 
way to help. Tennis is such a 
great leveller and it brings 
together such a wonderful 
mix of people. Once you 
are on court it really 
doesn’t matter what your 
story or background is.”
The club hopes that other 
venues may also choose to 
extend a warm welcome 
to refugees who will be 
arriving in other areas. 

THANK YOU TO THE  
INCREDIBLE TENNIS 

COMMUNITY OF 
SUSSEX

Putting together the latest 
edition of Tennis Sussex 
News has highlighted more 
than ever just what an 
amazing tennis community 
we have here in Sussex. 
Revisiting the incredible 
achievements of the 
nominees and winners of 
our annual awards was 
humbling enough. But the 
immense generosity of spirt 
of so many of our members 
is further illustrated by 
those who have gone out 
of their way to raise money 
for deserving causes 
reaching out to people 
in need. To witness such 
kindness brings home the 
fact that being a part of 
county tennis is about so 
much more than achieving 
success on court. It is often 
the little kindnesses that 
take place off court that 
remind us just why tennis 
means so much to us. 
As the days get longer and 
the better weather brings 
more playing opportunities, 
here’s wishing you a joyous 
and tennis-filled Spring.

AMANDA  ATKINS
EDITOR

ARE YOU 
PASSIONATE 

ABOUT PROMOTING 
TENNIS IN 

SUSSEX? IF SO, YOU 
COULD BECOME 

A TENNIS SUSSEX 
AMBASSADOR! 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, 
PLEASE EMAIL 

OFFICE@
TENNISSUSSEX.COM
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The power of padel
Popularity of padel leads to second court at Rye

PADEL has been such 
a hit at one Sussex 
club that it has 

decided to install a second 
court to allow even more 
players to enjoy the game.
The sport was first 
introduced at Rye Tennis 
Club in the late 1990s when 
it became one of the first 
venues in the country to 
erect a concrete padel court.  
But the popularity of the 
game has boomed in recent 
years under the leadership 

of the club’s head of 
padel, Ewan Hopkins, 
who has seen ever more 
members discovering the 
joys of the world’s fastest 
growing racket sport.
Ewan said: “I can’t think 
of anyone who hasn’t 
enjoyed padel after trying 
it out. Even without 
trying, we have seen padel 
membership at Rye rocket. 
When we got to 80 people 
trying to book the one 
court, I knew that we had 

to increase capacity.”
The groundworks for the 
new court commenced 
this month and it is 
hoped that the new glass-
walled court will open in 
late April or early May.
One of those looking 
forward to its unveiling 
is padel-addict Kitty 
Kittley, who was initially 
drawn to the sport by its 
easier underarm serve. 
She said: “I also love the 
long rallies and how you 
work together with your 
partner moving forward 
and back as a team. I 
love the feel and sound 
the bat makes striking 
the ball. I really could 
play all day every day.”
Her enthusiasm for 
padel is shared by 
physiotherapist David 

even with significant 
history of disability.”
Frances Candy, a member 
of Rye’s coaching team, 
believes that padel can 
particularly appeal to those 
on a tight budget. She said: 
“The padel courts have 
the advantage of being low 
maintenance so that for 
those who want to join 
Rye and play padel only, the 
subscription is significantly 
reduced from the full tennis 
subscription. At the same 
time, padel members have 
access to the clubhouse 
and all the social and other 
functions of the club.”

Vaux who believes that 
padel brings numerous 
health benefits to 
participants. He said:  
“As a health professional 
who has worked 
through the pandemic, 
I often signpost my 
patients to community 
activities that promote 
exercise, social 
activity, and emotional 
wellbeing. Specialising in 
arthritis and long- term 
pain management, it is 
not often one comes 
across an activity in 
which all ages and 
abilities can participate, 

Sussex padel stars Steph and Karen 
selected for team GB

TWO of the county’s 
top padel stars will 
be travelling to Las 

Vegas in April to represent 
Great Britain in a prestigious 
international event.
Talented duo Karen Hazzard 
and Steph Trill have been 
chosen to play for Great 
Britain in the Seniors World 
Padel Championships 
in Las Vegas, which will 

take place from 27th 
March to 3rd April 2022. 
The event kicks off with a 
round robin format, with the 
top two teams progressing 
to the knockout stage to play 
for the top positions. Open 
events will also be taking 
place, with all matches being 
streamed live on YouTube.
Tennis and padel coach 
Karen, who is based at 

the Hurlingham Club in 
London, said: “I started 
playing padel when the club 
I was working at installed a 
court in 2016. I have played 
and enjoyed the sport more 
and more ever since. I now 
coach almost as much padel 
as I do tennis and compete 
even more so. Padel is fun, 
social and quick to learn and 
it’s been fantastic to be part 
of such a fast-growing sport 
over the last six years.”
Team mate Steph, a 
member of Tennis Sussex’s 
Management Board, said 
that she was “over the 
moon” to be joining Karen 
on the national team and 
would be thrilled to be in 
Las Vegas to support her 
teammates even if she 
was not selected to play 

many matches. Steph said: 
“We have a team of much 
stronger players than 
myself so I am going with 
the expectation that I will 

be filling in the gaps on a 
strong squad. How much 
I play will depend on how 
we do and who we draw.” 
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Sonay joins star-studded line up to 
represent GB in Billie Jean King Cup

Marathon effort by Eastbourne College

A Sussex school 
has raised an 
incredible £3600 

for a charity that aims 
to bring tennis to more 
people with physical and 
mental health disabilities.  
Pupils and staff at Eastbourne 
College took part in a 
24-hour tennis marathon 
to support the work of 
Bright Ideas for Tennis, 
a charity run by former 
professional pro and Davis 
Cup player, Danny Sapsford. 

The event included 
indoor and outdoor 
games and drills against a 
background of music from 
the school’s many bands. 
It also featured a speed 
gun serve and longest rally 
competition led by Danny 
and coach Luke Milligan.
Simon Gent, the school’s 
head of tennis, wrote: “It 
was great to help such 
a worthwhile charity 
which encourages wider 

community participation 
in tennis so well.  It is 
especially pleasing to know 
that a lot of the money 
raised will be ploughed 
back into the Eastbourne 
local area and into 
opportunities for disability 
tennis in particular.”
Captain of boys’ tennis, 
Miguel Santos, 18, was one 
of the pupils who organised 
the event which was held 
on 29th January. He said: 
“The event brought people 

from different year groups 
and skills together and many 
people volunteered for 
the night shifts when they 
heard it was for charity.”
Fellow sixth-former Maia 
Mountain, 18, added: “It 
was amazing to see people 
of all ages and abilities join 
together for such a great 
cause in such a unique 

way. We had a great time 
planning and running 
the event and hopefully 
it is the first of many.”

For more information on 
Bright Ideas for Tennis,  
visit: https://www..
brightideasfortennis.
org

Sussex superstar Sonay 
Kartal will be joining 
Emma Radacanu 

and other big names 
for the most important 
international women’s 
team event of the year.
The 20-year-old tennis 
player, who has rocketed 
up the world rankings in 
recent months, will fly out 
to Prague alongside Harriet 
Dart, Katie Swan and 
Radacanu as Great Britain 
takes on the Czech Republic 
in the qualifying event on 

15th and 16th April 2022. 
The Billie Jean King 
Cup was launched in 
1963 to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the 
International Tennis 
Federation and named in 
honour of the inspirational 
women’s sports pioneer.
Sonay, a member of the 
Pavilion and Avenue TC in 
Hove, said: “For me, being 
asked to be a part of the 
Billie Jean King Cup was 
always a goal of time. Team 
events are some of my 
favourite. I thrive in that 
environment. It is one of the 
biggest honours to be asked 
to represent your country 
and I’m looking forwarding 
to getting started in April. “
Coach Ben Reeves said: 

“This is such a proud 
moment for myself and 
for Sonay’s other coaches 
Martin Reeves and Julie 

Hobbs. Sonay has jumped 
up the world rankings to 
391 after winning two 
back-to-back W25 titles 
this year. She is the most 
improved British female 
player which is what has led 
to this inredible invitation 
to represent her country.”
The winners of the 
Qualifiers will advance to 
the finals in November, 
while the losers will 
battle it out in  Play-Offs 
for the 2023 Qualifiers. 
Ben and the other members 
of Sonay’s coaching team 
will be travelling to Prague 
to support her and the rest 
of the British team. “For 
us to have shared Sonay’s 
tennis journey from red 
ball player to international 
star is very special and we 

are so proud and excited. 
It is still only March and we 
can’t wait to see what the 
rest of the year will bring.”     
Tennis Sussex’ Performance 
Manager, Keith Pullin, who 
has played a part in the 
tennis journey of each one 
of the team, was overjoyed 
at Sonay’s selection for this 
event. He said: “I feel so 
privileged to have spent 
time working on and off 

court with each one of 
these four  players. To 
see how their hard work 
and commitment has led 
to dreams coming true 
and to have all five of 
them playing together in 
a national team is very 
special indeed. Sonay’s 
selection is so greatly 
deserved. She is such an 
incredible role model for 
all of our county players.”



 Tennis Sussex Awards
The Roll of Honour

Community & Parks Award:    Old Town Hub CIC-Craig Wells 

Club of the year Award:     Rudgwick Tennis Club 

Padel Tennis Award:     Wayne Jones 

Young Person of the Year, 
Coburn Plate:     Jayden Hobbs 

Volunteer of the Year, 
Robert Cushing Memorial Award:   Julie Marks 

Official of the Year Award:    Mike Crossley 

Competition of the Year Award:  Open Disability Tennis Competition – Defiant Sports 

School of the Year Award:   Lancing College Prep School at Hove

University of the Year Award:   University of Sussex 

Disability Award:      Defiant Sports 

Adult Team of the Year:    Maresfield LTC Ladies Team 

Junior Team of the Year:     Rudgwick TC 16U Girls Team 

Team Captain of the Year:   Gilly Stuart-Smith 

Sheppard Cup Girl:    Gabriela Pacheco-Lagoda 

Sheppard Cup Boy:     Tom McLoughlin
 
Development Coach of the Year: Jimmy Smith
 
Performance Coach of the Year:  Jack Palmer
 
Most Improved Junior Girl:   Jessica Plummer

Most Improved Junior Boy:   Eric Oxenden-Rodriguez 

Outstanding Achievement:   Sonay Kartal, Alicia Dudeney, Lui Maxted, Harrison Clowe 

Special Recognition Award:    Summer County Cup Men’s team, Sam Nicholson & Ben Stride 

Special Recognition Coaches Award:  Jenny Hughes and Andrea Pullin 

President’s Award:     She Rallies Activator Tessa Bass 

Lifetime Achievement Award:   Rod Danes

Highly Commended:   Alfie Miller, St Peter’s C of E (Aided) Primary     

      School, Claire Anderson, men’s over 35’s county cup team
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Inspiring the next generation
The Tennis Sussex Awards honour the heroes who do so much 

to help youngsters to develop a lifelong love of tennis

Being a teacher of 
tennis is not an 
easy job. With long, 

phys ica l l y -demand ing 
hours, irregular earnings 
and poor weather, it takes 
a special kind of person 
to devote their time to 
inspiring a love for tennis 
in others. In Sussex, we are 
lucky to have many such 
exceptional people who 
do so much to enrich the 
lives of players across the 
county. The Tennis Sussex 

experience to players of all 
ages and abilities. It was 
with great joy that the 
members of Pavilion and 
Avenue TC welcomed her 
back on court in 2021 after 
a period of serious illness. “I 
have never lost my passion 
for coaching. As soon as I 
was fit enough to walk on 
court again with my ball 
basket, I knew my pupils 
would be there waiting for 
me. I feel so honoured to 
get this award”. A retired 

Awards 2022 allowed us to 
say thank you to just a few 
of them. Andrea Pullin, a 
lifelong ambassador of 
tennis, has spent many 
decades passing on her 

nurse, Andrea hopes to 
carry on touching the lives 
of others through tennis 
for many years to come. 
“The feeling of elation I 
share with my pupil when 

they at last manage to 
hit a ball over the net or 
the first time they get 
a serve to go into the 
correct box never leaves 
me,” she said. “That is why 
I still go on court, with 
my trusty racket in my 
hand, to share with them 
their joy of achieving.”
Making tennis accessible 
to people from all walks 
of life is the goal of Jimmy 
Smith, winner of the 
Development Coach of 
the Year award. “I enjoy 
bringing tennis to all sorts 
of people,” said 42-year-
old Jimmy, who teaches 
children and adults in 
many of Brighton and 
Hove’s public parks. “I 
find disability tennis 
particularly rewarding. 
It is so brilliant to watch 
players progress and 
get so much out of 

tennis that they come 
back week after week.” 
At Lancing Prep School in 
Hove, winner of the School 
of the Year award, tennis 
is recognised as being 
so beneficial to students 
that many pupils attend 

on court and to see them 
develop their sportsmanship. 
The Training Base’s Jack 
Palmer is one of the only LTA 
Level 5 qualified coaches in 
the county. Winner of this 
year’s Performance Coach 
of the Year award, dad-of-

Development coach of the year, Jimmy Smith, has introduced hundreds of 
children to tennis.

County players Ben, Henry,  Amelia and Coco all benefit from the 
suuportive tennis environment at Lancing Prep School in Hove.

Lancing Prep’s Shuan Ames believes tennis 
teaches invaluable life skills to pupils of all ages.

Jack Palmer, Performance Coach of the Year, has 
taught some of the county’s top players

one-to-one lessons during 
the school day. Director 
of Sport, Shaun Ames, 
said: “Tennis helps pupils  
build self-confidence and 
teaches them to stand 
on their own two feet.  I 
have accompanied pupils 
to several Sussex tennis 
tournaments and it has 
been wonderful to see them 
deal independently with 
situations as they unfold 

two Jack says he continues 
to learn and improve his 
teaching skills as each day 
goes by.  “I’m very fortunate 
to work with great 
people who inspire me to 
continually be better,” he 
said. “I hope my passion for 
tennis inspires them to keep 
improving and to stay in the 
sport. I would like to thank 
all of those who nominated 
me and Tennis Sussex for 
recognising my work.”

7

Veteran coach Andrea Pullin shares her lifelong 
passion for tennis with 8-year-old Jack
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Celebrating Anne
A long history of service to tennis has led outgoing chair of Tennis Sussex, Anne 
Clark, to be nominated for an LTA Meritorious Award.  We invited Anne to talk 

us through her tennis journey

Initiative helping to manage 
the allocation of funds 
to deserving cases in 
Sussex. I joined the Seniors 
Tennis GB Council in 
2014 and have worked on 
developing participation and 
recreational tennis initiatives 
for over 35s, including 
coordinating a bespoke 
grant scheme to encourage 

the All England Lawn Tennis 
Club and became one of 
two Club Trustees in 2020. 
I have always supported all 
tennis activities, particularly 
enjoying community and 
fun events and try to use my 
knowledge, experience and 
tennis network to develop 
all facets of tennis in Sussex. 
With a number of new 
faces on the Management 
Board, including Martin 
taking over as Chair, I am 
confident Sussex has a 
great team to progress all 
business as usual activities 
alongside developing new 
events. So many views 
to listen to and so many 
opportunities to encourage 
all in Sussex to participate 
at all ages and levels –  
exciting times for tennis.         

My first memory 
of playing tennis 
was at Brighton, 

Hove & Sussex Grammar 
School for boys (now 
BHASVIC) in the car park, 
where my father taught 
chemistry. I played with 
my parents, who had met 
at the old West Worthing 
Club based at Downview 
Road (before moving to 
Titnore Lane in 1974). We 
started playing at Hove 
Park where we spent many 

in the various Sussex and 
Surrey tournaments with 
my brothers and friends. 
I played in the National 
junior events at Eastbourne 
(grass) and Wimbledon 
(en tous cas). My biggest 
achievement was winning 
the girls under 18 plate at 
the National Grasscourts! 
I was excited to be selected 
for the main Ladies team 
playing in Group 4 in 
Cheltenham in 1973 – the 
first County week of many.

a happy Saturday morning. 
One early special memory 
was when Ann Jones (1969 
Wimbledon Champion) 
came down to give a 
tennis coaching session 
on the King Alfred courts 
and I got to spend a few 
minutes being coached 
and hitting against her.
I loved all ‘ball’ sports and 
represented Sussex in the 
tennis, badminton, netball 
and hockey teams. My school 
holidays were spent playing 

I went to Exeter University 
where I was captain of the 
ladies’ team. I won the ladies 
singles and mixed and was 
runner up in the doubles 
in the British University’s 
tournament, captaining 
the England team in 1976. 
Moving back home in Hove 
when leaving university, I 
took on various temporary 
jobs to fund a year of ‘semi-
professional’ tennis playing 
in tournaments in Nigeria, 
France and the GB circuit. 

In the 1990’s, I was asked to 
become the county’s Ladies 
Match Secretary. Although I 
moved to Surrey when I was 
married in 1981, I continued 
to play for Sussex which 
is where my loyalty lies. 
I also became one of Sussex’s 
three LTA Councillors. and 
contributed to numerous 
different workstreams and 
committees at the LTA. 
From 2012 until recently, 
I chaired the South-East 
Regional Forum. I was a 
member, and then chair, of 
the LTA National Tennis 
Operations, Advisory 
& Scrutiny Board and 
a member of the LTA 
Main Board (2007-09). In 
2015, I took over from 
John Barton as Chair of 
Tennis Sussex. Since then, 
I’ve helped to introduce 
many initiatives, including 
introducing the role of 
Disability Coordinator 
in Sussex in 2016 which 
has led to a significant 
increase in disability tennis 
in the ensuing years. 

I have also contributed to 
various policies now critical 
to the safe operations 
of county associations 
and to the Tennis Sussex 

more of this age group 
to take up regular tennis. 
Since 2015, over 300 grants 
have been awarded and over 
£88k has been distributed 
nationally. I have been a 
regular STGB Selector 
for the GB Seniors’ teams 
and have represented GB 
in the annual ITF World 
Championships most 
years since 2002. In 2009 
I captained the England 
over 50s team at the Four 
Nations. I am now Captain 
of the Ladies 65s GB team. 
Other roles include the 
Seniors Representative 
to Tennis Europe (2014-
2020); Chair of Seniors’ 
Lawn Tennis Club of Great 
Britain (2020 to date) and 
Chair of the International 
Club of Great Britain (2020 
to date). I have the honour 
of being a full member of 



Could you join the 
Tennis Sussex team? 

Tennis Sussex is looking to expand 
its team of volunteers. If you 
would like to join us in supporting 
and promoting tennis across 
the county, then please contact 
us at office@tennissussex.com. 
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Martin joins Tennis Sussex team
Tennis Sussex’ new chair, Martin Carpenter, introduces himself and sets out his 

vision for the county

As the new chair 
of Tennis Sussex 
I hope to make 

a positive contribution 
to the sport across the 
county. I’m finding my feet 
in the role but am already 
struck by the extent 
that tennis is played and 
enjoyed. I knew there 
were lots of registered 
clubs but didn’t realise 
they numbered 100, 
as well as tennis other 
venues. I’ve been asked 
a few times about what 
my vision is. I think it’s 
pretty simple – get more 
people playing with better 

facilities, where possible.
 I’ve always been interested 
and played the sport from 
an early age. I grew up in 
Warwickshire and spent 
time in Berkshire and 
Lincolnshire before moving 
down to Sussex in my mid-
twenties to take up a job 
in Lewes, a town that has 
become home since. My 
first boss was a tennis nut 
and he introduced me to 
the Southdown club. I did 
have a brief spell at Preston 
club in Brighton but settled 
at Southdown and have 
played there for over thirty 
years. For a few years I was 
tennis chair and, in the last 
10 years, was chair of the 
whole club before stepping 
down last November.
 My love of the sport stems 
from starting the game 
young at home and playing 
during my school years 
where I was fortunate to 
have access to excellent 
facilities. My tennis heroes 

outdoor sport is recognised 
as providing physical and 
mental health benefits. More 
people are playing tennis 
following the pandemic – 
something that we should 
look to capture and build on.
 I’d also like to attract more 
sponsors and businesses 
to help us to help tennis in 
Sussex. I’m sure there are 
many who want to ‘give 

back’ to their communities 
and supporting local sport 
is a fulfilling, philanthropic 
and humble gesture.
 I’m looking forward 
to working with the 
dedicated staff of Tennis 
Sussex and the volunteers 
on the Management 
Board who bring great 
enthusiasm and dedication 
to the administration and 
promotion of the sport.

include Ken Rosewall, Bjorn 
Borg and the ‘big three’ 
(I like them all in different 
ways). It’s impossible not 
to admire what Andy 
Murray has achieved and 
for this he probably ranks 
as my favourite. His winning 
Wimbledon in 2013 was a 
truly memorable moment. 
A more recent event in 
New York last September 
probably eclipsed that for 
pure drama and I look 
forward to seeing how 
Emma Raducanu develops.
 Sussex has a rich tennis 
history with many 
fantastic clubs, coaches 
and individuals who spend 
lots of voluntary time 
supporting the game. I have 
played at many clubs but 
by no means all and one 
of the things I want to do 
is to visit the clubs to see 
what is going on and where 
Tennis Sussex can help. It’s 
been a difficult couple of 
years for everyone and 

A huge thank you to these 
exceptional volunteers ...

In February, I had occasion 
to write letters of grateful 
thanks to four stalwart 
volunteers who have given 
exceptional service to 
Tennis Sussex. Anne Clark, 
Jean Cooke and Sue Foott 
all stood down from their 
roles on the Management 
Board at the AGM, and 
Jim Anderson resigned as 
the Chair of the Tennis 
Sussex Rules Committee.
It was an appropriate time 
for me to reflect on how 
fortunate we are as an 
organisation to benefit 
from the time, skills, 
knowledge and dedication 

“Volunteers do not 
necessarily have the 
time; they just have 

the heart” 

Volunteers Jim Anderson, Jean Cooke and Sue Foott are stepping down 
from the Tennis Sussex team after serving county tennis for many years.

of individuals like these 
who give voluntarily for 
the benefit of the tennis 
community in Sussex. I 
believe it would be correct 
to say that whilst Anne, 
Jean, Sue and Jim have called 
time on their roles at the 
heart of Tennis Sussex, I am 
sure they will continue to 
make their contributions to 
this county’s tennis, as they  
have done for many years.

May I also express my great 
appreciation for all the 
voluntary work that many, 
many people undertake, 
wherever tennis is played in 
Sussex. Your contributions 
are inspirational and 
help to build the sport 
that we love. Thank you!
Here’s to those who inspire 
you and don’t even know it.

Chris Neighbour,
Tennis Sussex President
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Glimpses of the past...
Tennis Sussex President and history lover Chris Neighbour shares some 

news and photographic gems from days gone by... 

 The Goffs Junior tournament was played in gale 
force winds which did not let up during the whole week.  
The entry was down to 70, which was as well, reports 
Arthur Rogers, the indefatigable referee, otherwise the 
tournament would not have been completed.
 This year’s Champagne Party is to be held in the 
Sports Pavilion at the University of Sussex, Falmer Road, 
Brighton.  Another delightful setting for this popular 
event.  The date for your diary is Saturday 17th June at 
6.30pm.  Tickets are priced at £1.40.
 The unremitting search for young and promising 
talent goes on within the county.  W. E. Denham, newly 
re-elected chairman of the junior coaching sub-committee 
reports that coaching arrangements are well underway.  
Stewart Thornton, Rupert Green and Nigel Sears attended 
the national sift at Wimbledon.  Anita Gedge was the only 
girl asked.
 Sad to report our boys and girls did not do well in 
the county championships at Hurlingham, after the boys 
raised high hopes by beating Surrey on the first day, three 
matches all, six sets all, 53 games to 52.
The boys’ team consisted of C. Rothwell, I. Pettitt, N. 
Sears & N. Peall.  Reserves: R. Green & S. Thornton.
 Mid-Sussex coach Eric Paine reports that Lindfield 
Club will soon have a new club house, having saved over 
£1,000 for the purpose.

LOOKING BACK FIFTY YEARS
TO THE WORLD OF TENNIS IN SUSSEX

1972
From the Spring Edition of Sussex Review

 At the girls’ events at the Sussex Closed Junior 
Championships, the popular 15 year-old Ann Tripp won 
the Under 18 and Under 16 Girls’ Singles, in each case 
beating Diana Barton.
 The prize-giving took place at 7pm on the 
Saturday and Mrs Marion Fuller, wife of the President 
of the Southdown Club, presented them, and Mr 
Hillman made a short speech highlighting the wonderful 
sportsmanship apparent during the tournament.  The 
Sportsmanship Award given each year to the outstanding 
personality for boys and girls was presented to Ian Pettitt 
and Ann Tripp and both received sustained applause.
Hampden Park American Tournament was a most 
excellent event having the benefit of a very fine day 
towards the end of August, and again was a complete 
success.  There were 24 Mixed Doubles pairs of which 
eight were from the home club and the remainder 
from Bexhill, Tunbridge Wells, Brighton, Seaford and 
Hastings.
 Billingshurst Lawn Tennis Club – this little-
known club has suddenly made itself known to Sussex 
tennis and, in fact, is represented on the Sussex 
Council as one of the area officials for Mid Sussex.  A 
representative of the club was asked to comment on the 
formula used to obtain this success in increasing player 
strength, representative teams and the like, and here is 
the answer: “doers rather than talkers.”

From the Autumn Edition of Sussex Review, 
1972
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Lawn tennis in the public parks 
on Sunday afternoons was a 

recommendation of the Parade 
Committee to last week’s Worthing 

Council meeting.
Alderman Walter denouncing the 

proposal said it was “wrong in 
principle, bad in policy and inimical 

to the best interests of the town.  
There would be more opposition to 
it than the purchase of 20 German 

engines.”  Alderman Duffield said the 
cinemas and public houses were open 
on Sunday and in what way did these 

provide a higher environment than 
the tennis courts?

The recommendation was accepted by 
17 votes to 9.

West Sussex Gazette, 
16th March 1922

RAIN DOES NOT STOP THE FAVOURITES

No surprise in West Worthing tennis finals

Wet courts and delays caused by the rain failed 
to upset the favourites in the finals of the West 
Worthing Tennis Tournament on Saturday and 
the singles titles went, as expected to Australian 
Peter Cawthorne, winner of the recent Worthing 
Municipal Tournament, and former British Junior 
Champion, Lorna Cornell.
The nearest thing to an upset came in the ladies’ 
doubles which started on grass and was continued 
on hard courts after a rain-soaked break.  When 
the game was resumed, Mary Harris and Shirley 
Bloomer took their 1-0 lead over favourites Lorna 
Cornell and Angela Buxton to 4-0 and won the first 
set at 6-4.
The favourites had to fight hard to take the second 
set at 7-5 but they captured Miss Bloomer’s service 
in the first game of the final set and got home 
comfortably by 4-6, 7-5, 6-2.

Worthing Gazette, 20th August 1952
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Action-packed summer planned as Howard 
LTC prepares to celebrate 111 years of tennis

The well-kept courts 
of the Howard LTC 
in Littlehampton 

have been a haven for 
tennis players for more 
than eleven decades. 
Situated on land that was 
originally donated to the 
town by the Duke of 
Norfolk, the four grass 
courts continue to be 
popular with players of 
all ages and abilities who 

delight in the club’s friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere. 
With the grass season 
almost upon us, the club’s 50 
members are gearing up for 
a summer of celebrations 
to mark its 111th birthday, 
with a wooden rackets 
competition and a Queen’s 

around 12 years ago after he 
and his wife Helen decided 
to move from Brighton 
in search of a quieter and 
more peaceful existence. 
He said: “There really is 
something very special 
about this little club. We 

are not far from the South 
Downs and Littlehampton’s 
beautiful harbour. With 
cricket, football and croquet 

Stewart hopes that the 
facilities may be updated 
one day soon without 
changing its vintage charm. 
“We are trying to raise 
some much-needed funds 
as the club house is now 
more than 90 years old. 

It has a kitchen and a loo 
but it could definitely do 
with a little modernisation.” 
The club is open from April 
to September each year and 
benefits from the services 
of a groundsman who is 
funded by the charitable 
trust that owns the sports 
field upon which the club 
is based. During the winter 
months, local players tend 
to flock to the courts of 
the Littlehampton Tennis 
Club which is situated a 
little way down the road. 
Stewart, who teaches at 
both clubs, is passionate 
about encouraging the 
local community to give 

tennis a go, even if they 
have never played before. 
“I have up to 80 people 
coming along to group 
coaching on the nearby 
public courts each week.  I 
try to make it as affordable 
as possible, charging only 
£12 a month for four 1.5 

hour sessions. Some people 
are intimidated by the 
thought of joining a club 
as they think they are not 
good enough. The hope is 
that my sessions will give 
them the confidence to give 
club tennis a go and then 
hopefully fall in love with it.”

Platinum Jubilee  BBQ 
amongst the planned events. 
Club chair and head coach 
Stewart Lister took over 
the leadership of the club 

often taking place alongside 
us, it is a very happy place 
to enjoy a game of tennis.”
With a tennis hut that 
dates back to 1925, 

Does your club have any 
special news? Please share 

it with us by emailing:
news@tennissussex.com
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Tennis Sussex helps kick start 
Sophie’s coaching career

Jacob enjoys coaching experience of a lifetime 

Sussex teenager Sophie 
Lindenfelser has taken 
her first steps towards 

becoming a qualified 
tennis coach, thanks to a 
grant from Tennis Sussex.
The 19-year-old player from 
Brighton, who regularly 
helps out with junior squads 

at the city’s Queen’s Park, 
successfully applied for 
financial support to assist 
her in completing the 
LTA Assistant Course.
She now hopes to use 
her qualification to 
support herself during 
her gap year before  

taking up a place at York 
University next September 
to study Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics.
Sophie, who has been 
playing tennis since she 
was three years of age, said: 
“I am so grateful to have 
been able to attend this 
course. Having a coaching 
qualification will open up 
so many doors and mean 
that I can help pay for my 
studies doing something I 
am passionate about rather 
than having to take on a 
regular part-time job such 
as waitressing or bar work.” 

If you’d like to apply 
for a Tennis Sussex 
coaching grant, 
visit our website at:

 www.tennissussex.
com/coach-grant-
criteria

ONE of Sussex’s 
brightest young 
coaching talents 

has been enjoying 
the opportunity of a 
lifetime teaching at the 
Rafa Nadal academy.
Sussex-born Jacob 
Constant-Glemis secured 
the position at the 
prestigious institution 
following the easing 
of Covid restrictions 
in September 2020. 
Since then, he has been 

working alongside some 
of the best coaches and 
players in the world.
Jacob, who started his 
tennis career at Crawley 
Tennis Club, said: “The 
whole experience has 
been amazing. The facilities 
here are so brilliant and 
I am surrounded by such 
talented players. I have 
also had the opportunity 
to make friends from 
all over the world.”
Students at the academy 

board during term time, 
attending academic lessons 
in the morning and tennis 
training and fitness sessions 
in the afternoon and 
evening. Jacob, who is the 
lead coach for the U14 age 
group, spends much of the 
weekend accompanying 
students to tournaments 
across Europe.
“It is hard work but I love 
it,” said Jacob, who is a 
fluent Spanish speaker. 
“True to Rafa’s philosophy, 
the focus at the academy is 
consistency and intensity. 
I am learning so much.”  
Jacob launched his 
international coaching 

career with the help of 
Mike Costa, head of tennis 
at the Holbrook Club in 
Horsham.  Mike regularly 
delivers LTA Tennis Leaders 
Courses, and has mentored 
and encouraged many 
young players who are 

embarking upon a career 
in coaching. He said: “It 
was clear from the outset 
that Jacob had the right 
attitude to be a coach. He  
always worked so hard 
to bring out the best in 
each child that he taught.”
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Email your news and photos to 
news@tennissussex.com

In recent weeks, our oldest and youngest players have been experiencing the delight of competing 
as part of a team. Our 8U, 9U and 18U teams have each done the county proud, showing incredible 
sportsmanship, determination and talent. With several other age groups scheduled to compete in the 
coming weeks, we asked some of  Sussex’s top players what it is that makes County Cup so special.    

“I have been so privileged this month to share the County Cup 
experience with our oldest and youngest county players. The 8U and 
9U County Cup events offer such an amazing window of opportunity 
to identify and nurture our youngest talent and to steer them on to the 
best pathway for their individual tennis journeys. The team had such 
fun and played their hearts out. The 18U players were also incredible 
and demonstrated such strong camaraderie and sportsmanship 
even when playing against incredibly strong opposition. ”
- Sussex County Performance Manager, Keith Pullin

“I think first of all being 
chosen to represent 

your county is a special 
achievement and 

something to be proud of! 
Being involved in a team 

atmosphere is very different 
to being alone on a court. It 
can bring out added nerves 

and force you to play in 
pressure-filled moments. All 
these circumstances will do 
nothing but help your craft 

on a tennis court.” 
 - Sonay Kartal

“County Cup will always 
bring back so many special 
memories for me. Not only 
is it really nice to play in 
a team environment for a 
change, but the memories 
I made off the court are 
some that I will remember 
forever. It was always one 
of the highlights of my 
year and was a big part of 
my junior tennis.”
- Alicia Dudenay

“I always loved County 
Cup as a junior. Having 

the chance to compete as 
a team with some of your 

closest tennis friends is 
always special. Some of my 
best memories as a junior 
were travelling with the 
team, having a laugh off 

the court and then getting 
stuck in together on the 

court. It truly is one of the 
best experiences in tennis.”

 - Julian Cash

“County Cup for me was 
one of the most enjoyable 
competition experiences I 
had through my time as a 
junior. It’s where my love 

for a team started. It aided 
my decision to come to 

the States to be amongst 
a team again as some of 

my best results came from 
county cup. I was very lucky 
to have an amazing group 

of girls and coaches around 
me within Sussex and we 

achieved pretty cool things 
together to top it off!”.

- Tiana Fox

“Representing Sussex 
in the County Cup 
events was definitely 
one of the highlights 
for most of my 
junior playing years. 
Travelling away and 
sometimes staying in 
a hotel with friends 
was very exciting and  
playing together as 
a team was such a 
welcome change from 
the norm and so much 

fun! Our captain and 
head of Sussex Girls 
tennis for numerous 
years, Pat McNamara, 

was integral to our 
team spirit and 
enjoyment (some of 
you might remember 
her unwavering 
encouragement  - ‘run 
like hares and fight like 
tigers’ is still one of my 
favourites!) and then to 
eventually go on to win 
the National 18&U title 
with my Sussex friends 
and team mates is still a 
very special memory.”

Coach Julie Hobbs, 
Britain’s former No.1 

female player

The joy of County Cup


