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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter September 9th 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

What a week of mixed emotions it has been.  

It was a joy to welcome the children back to school on Monday and to hear all about their holidays and 
adventures. This week we have also been lucky enough to welcome our new Foxes and Fox Cubs, and our 
new Forest School and PE teachers into our community and the children have welcomed all our ‘newbies’ 
with welcome arms.  

The sad news on Thursday of the death of Elizabeth II will have come as a shock to many in our community. 
Most of us can remember only one Queen standing as a backdrop to our lives: steadfast and stoic.  Our 
Queen held a timeless quality; it felt she would be with us always. At a time of great change for our nation, 
I know, for some, this news is very unsettling, as always, we are here to listen and support you.  Whatever 
our views about monarchy, I know that we will join as a community in paying our respects to an incredible 
woman, a life of service and dedication and a duty that never wavered.   

 

Celebrating the life of Elizabeth II 

As a community of teachers, children and parents there is a desire to mark this significant historical event 
in a way that is both age appropriate and fitting in a time of national mourning. We invite you to paint a 
colourful picture this weekend to celebrate the life of Queen Elizabeth II, perhaps a portrait, perhaps a 
special memory, perhaps something that symbolises what she meant to you personally. At drop off on 
Monday morning our PTA will be helping the children to laminate and hang their works of art on our school 
gates to create a gallery in celebration of a special life which will remain in place for the period of mourning.  
Adults may also appreciate an outlet for their feelings and so we warmly welcome you to add your own 
contributions, and open the invitation to the local community.  

 
It feels difficult to move onto the usual business of school. However, there are some important messages 
that must be shared this week.   
  

Owls trip to Windsor Castle 
Inevitably our trip to Windsor Castle has been cancelled. We are unable to make any new plans until the 
period of mourning has come to an end but will update you all as soon as we can. Owls will come to school 
as normal on Thursday next week. 

 

Reading in Owls 
Our eldest children have taken like a duck to water in their new class. Mrs Fox and Mrs Hollis are ready 
and delighted to invite volunteers to read with children and a sign-up sheet is available in the office for 
volunteers. Regulars and ad-hoc helpers are all welcome, and we encourage volunteers from across the 
school not just your own child’s class. Owls aim to have one volunteer per day for 45 minutes or so at the 
end of each day. Please do pop your name on the list if you can spare some time. Volunteers in 
Hedgehogs will also be welcome soon – look out for more information from your class teachers in the 
coming weeks and many thanks to those who have already emailed with offers of help which is very 
much appreciated and will certainly be called upon as soon as the teachers feel it is the right moment. 
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Safeguarding  
As part of our INSET days, staff took part in annual safeguarding training. We learned about the four 
main types of abuse and how to spot the signs. The key message was that whilst we have key members 
of staff designated to manage child protection, safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. As part of our 
community, we rely on your support. Should you have a concern about a child it is vital you report this. 
You can talk to any member of staff who will listen and take your concerns seriously.   
  
At Shere the Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Victoria Voller and the Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Kezia Matthews.   
  

School Attendance 
Regular school attendance is vital for your child’s holistic development and will remain a key priority for 
us this academic year. Just a few minutes missed at the start of the morning results in children feeling 
disorientated, unsure about the day’s events and missing vital learning opportunities. Regular non-
attendance is also a safeguarding matter.  Please remember that our school day begins at 8.40am and all 
arrivals to school after 9.00am must be registered with the school office - not in the classrooms. 
Although the gates remain open for our nursery parents and there is a temptation to come directly to 
classrooms, teachers are unable to register the school aged children after 9.00 so it is essential that late 
comers take their children to the office.  
  
The School’s Inclusion Officer will continue to visit the school regularly to view registers and report on 
any issues with attendance including time keeping.  
  

Dressed for the weather 
We do sympathise with parents given the unpredictable weather we have been enjoying! However, we 
would ask that children come to school with a coat every day. We all know that sunny mornings often 
become grey afternoons. We take the children outside in all weathers, and to be comfortable they will 
need a coat to keep warm and dry and we have had lots of children caught short this week. 

 
Harvest Festival 
This year St James’ Church will be celebrating Harvest Festival with a service at 10am on Sunday 25th 
September. As is tradition, children of Shere are invited to attend the service to contribute prayers and a 
song or two! If you would like your child to be included as part of the service this year please email the 
office on info@shere.surrey.sch.uk by Friday 16th September to let us know so that we can prepare the 
children in advance for the service.  

 

Class Reps 
Several classes are still looking for class reps to help with communication between teachers and parents 
this year. Please see the Parentmail sent earlier this week for more information and do consider 
volunteering a little of your time to help. Links to join class Whatsapp groups have also been sent via 
Parentmail this week. This is a great way to stay abreast of any last minute information, but do please 
ensure that you follow the Whatsapp community guidelines detailed in the email. These groups are not 
intended for sharing opinions or discussions but are means as a means of disseminating information 
quickly and for directing questions appropriately. Any concerns you may have should always be 
communicated directly with your class teacher or the leadership team and should not be discussed in the 
class Whatsapp forum. 

 
Our warmest wishes to you all, 

mailto:info@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 

The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

News from the PTA 

Welcome Breakfast & Parents’ Social Evening 
Thank you to all the parents who came to the welcome breakfast this week. It was lovely to see some 
familiar faces after the holidays and get to know some of the parents new to the school! 
 
We are organising another social event on Friday 7th October at 8pm at the William Bray in Shere. Pop 

along for a drink and a chat 😊 
 
Albury Teas 
We have kindly been invited back by the Albury Estate to host the teas during their Open Gardens event 
on Sunday 2nd October.Volunteers are needed for cake baking donations, helping on the day and some 
small preparations in the lead up. 
 
Please sign up to donate some cakes, or for an hour to help on the day if you can spare it, and if you are 
able to stay for longer (amazing!) then you can allocate yourself to more than one slot of the SignUp.  
 
It's a lovely afternoon and always a really fun event to help with. 
To donate and/or volunteer, please sign up here: https://signup.com/go/tMZwRxU 
 
Second Hand Uniform Donations & Sale 
We will be holding another second-hand uniform sale on Friday 30th Sept, which will also include a 
second hand coat sale. If you have any uniform, wellies or coats that are no longer needed please bring 
them to school and put them in the black donation box next to the school gates. All uniform items are 
welcome; please make sure they are clean and in good condition and please donate wellies in carrier 
bags.  
 
PTA Comms 
For up to date information on PTA events you can follow our Facebook page 
here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/232467425570083/ 
 
If you would like to volunteer or just know a bit more about what’s going on with the PTA you can also 
join our WhatsApp group: https://chat.whatsapp.com/DC8KU9xoTeDENOe2IgzeuK 
 
If you have any queries or suggestions for the PTA please contact us on: 
shereinfantschoolpsc@hotmail.com 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
Becci Ford & Emma Palmer 
PTA Co-Chairs   

 

Autumn Term Dates (Whole School includes Nursery) 
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 Thurs 15th  Owls CANCELLED. School Trip to Windsor Castle. Change 

Thurs 15th Hedgehogs Forest School New 

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
https://signup.com/go/tMZwRxU
https://www.facebook.com/groups/232467425570083/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DC8KU9xoTeDENOe2IgzeuK
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Thurs 22nd  Owls Forest School New 

Thurs 25th Whole School Harvest Festival at St James’ Church New 

Thurs 29th  Hedgehogs Forest School New 

Thurs 6th Owls Forest School New 

Thurs 13th Hedgehogs Forest School New 

Thurs 20th Owls Forest School New 

Fri 22nd Whole School End of half term. Collection at normal times. New 

 TBC Fox Cubs 
Foxes 

Welcome to Early Years – details coming soon New 

 


