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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter September 23rd 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

As week three draws to a close we find ourselves reflecting on the term so far and the teachers have 

all been remarking on what a wonderful job our children are making of settling into their new 

classrooms and routines. Having a curriculum and ethos that focusses unapologetically on the whole 

child and meeting each child at their unique stage of development really proves itself when we see 

just how content our resilient and independent pupils are to take on these challenges and gives us an 

immense sense of pride. 

 

Queens Memorial 

We have had so many lovely comments on our beautiful memorial to the Queen, displayed on the 

school gates over the last few weeks. Our neighbours and visitors to the village have enjoyed seeing 

the children’s art works and several have taken the time to come and let us know just how much this 

colourful celebration has meant to them, and some even contributed their own pieces. Although we 

have now taken the display down, art works will return home with their creators in due course and will 

hopefully serve as a lasting memory of this historic time in their little lives. 

 

 
 

Year 1 Garden 

An enormous thank you to the hard-working team of parents who have been handed the baton from 

last years’ Hedgehog parents, and have taken on the challenge of the Year 1 Outdoor area. Your hard 

work means that the area is once again accessible for the children and they have been making the 

most of the garden all week.   
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Harvest Festival 

The children were wonderfully behaved today at our special school service at St James’. Their visit clearly 
left an impression on the children and their sensitive remarks and thoughtful donations left an imprint on 
all of us.  

We are looking forward to seeing you all at the harvest service at St James’ this Sunday from 10am - 11am. 
Thank you to those of you who have volunteered to come along to represent the school. If you haven’t yet 
had a chance to put your name down but want to join in please do come along on the day.  It would be 
lovely if children could wear their school jumpers for the occasion.  

Donations of food and toiletries for the Harvest Collections are completely voluntary and no family should 
feel under pressure to contribute to the collections. 

 

Forest School Volunteers 

Hedgehogs and Owls are in need of volunteers for Forest School sessions and have so far had very 

low take up. Please see the sign-up sheets in the office and consider donating some of your time to 

ensure that this wonderful opportunity can go ahead each week. 

 

Grandparents Stay and Play 

Grandparents play such an important role in our children’s lives and here at Shere we are very lucky 

to see lots of them on a regular basis. Having an opportunity to see what the children get up to in 

their school day on Grandparents Day seems like a lovely way to celebrate that special relationship. 

Grandparents are invited to come and see the children’s classrooms and join in with activities with the 

children on Friday 30th September. Hedgehogs and Owls classes will be open from 8.40 – 9.10 and 

Fox Cubs and Foxes classes will be open for visits from 2-3pm enabling you to visit both ends of the 

school if there are siblings without any tears! We look forward to seeing you all.  

 

Notes from Fox Cubs 

Playing and exploring sand and water in tuff and water trays. It has been lots of fun making animals 

swim, racing cars, dropping balls from a height and just pouring water. Using the same elements, 

each child playing in a way as unique as they are! 

The children are encouraged to investigate and take part in messy and wet play independently which 

means we don’t always manage to get into waterproofs first! Please can all families ensure that their 

children have two full changes of clothes in their bags so that we can make sure they are always warm 

and dry. We would also welcome donations of spare pairs of socks for our school spares as we are 

very low on these. Thank you! 
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Notes from Foxes 

All the Foxes have made a brilliant start to being at school and are already really settled into lots of 
new routines. Our relaxed and settled morning sessions are really helping the children to come in 
happily and although we have had a few wobbles and the odd tear I can assure you that they don't last 
long. Thank you for all your help in making them independent with their tasks at this point. Being 
responsible for their bags, coats and bottles is important for them so that they are able to relocate 
them later in the day. Being really positive at the start of the day and saying goodbye at the little gate 
is also really helpful for all the children coming in. We will always try to help and support when the 
children need it and please do let us know of any changes or worries.  
 
The children love to explore, and we play out in all weathers so please can you send your child to 
school with a coat, a pair of wellies to leave at school and a spare set of clothes that they can leave on 
their peg. Sometimes they need to get changed if their feet get wet or possibly a toileting accident so 
please remember to put some socks and pants in their bags too.  
 
Our Early Years Uniform was chosen to be easy for the children to manage themselves and as comfy 
as possible : black shoes that they can manage themselves, school t shirt, jumper or cardigan, black 
joggers, shorts or leggings for all children. It is very difficult to climb, somersault, jump, stretch and 

explore in a dress. PTA have second hand uniform sales regularly. Please, please, please  could you 

name your child's things. Thank you. 
 

Notes from Hedgehogs 

Hedgehog’s have been learning all about 

Churches as part of their immersive Religious 

Education topic this week.  

They have found out what a church is, why it is 

important to Christians and have been 

recognising some of the important symbols and 

features.  

On Thursday, the children enjoyed a sunny walk 

around St. James’ church, to see how many of the 

key features they could spot. They used their 

artistic skills to sketch the church, trying to 

include as many aspects as possible and we were 

very impressed with the amount of care and 

detail that went into these drawings.  

We followed this up with a guided tour of the 

church after our Harvest Festival service today 

and the children went on a hunt to find all of the 

important symbolic objects and artefacts they 

had been learning about.  Well done, 

Hedgehogs!   
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Notes from Owls 

Owls are fully immersed in their learning and are enjoying finding out everything and anything 

about castles. This week we have been writing our own fact pages using our favourite facts about 

castles - do you know what a Garderobe is? Or what your job would be if you were a Gong farmer? 

 

In Continuous Provision the children have been developing and challenging their learning, 

researching and building their own castles, making models of Buckingham Palace and Windsor 

Castle and creating timelines of Queen Elizabeth ll's life.  We have been so impressed with how well 

the children have adapted to Year 2 - well done Owls! 

 

  
 

Best wishes 
Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 

The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

 

News from the PTA 

PTA Meeting - 7pm Monday 26th September at the William Bray, Shere 

Just a reminder that our first PTA meeting of the year is next Monday. It’s a great opportunity to hear 
about our plans for the year and chat to parents from other classes so come and join us if you can! There 

is no pressure sign up to anything (although if you want to we’d love to have you! 😊) 
 
Albury Teas - Sunday 2nd October 

We still need lots more volunteers for cake donations and help for Albury Teas. If you are able to donate 
some cakes, or spare an hour or more to help on the day then please sign up 
here: https://signup.com/go/tMZwRxU 
 
Second Hand Uniform Donations & Sale - Monday 3rd October 

Thank you to everyone who has donated uniform and wellies for our sale! As a reminder we are also 
collecting second hand children’s coats so if you have any you no longer need then please bring them to 
school and put them in the black donation box on the school forecourt. Please make sure all items are 
clean and in good condition and that wellies are donated in carrier bags. Unfortunately rainwater tends 
to collect on top of the donation box so please tip it off gently and replace the lid securely to avoid the 
contents getting wet. The sale will take place after school on the playground on Monday 3rd October. 

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
https://signup.com/go/tMZwRxU
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Parents/Carers Social - 8pm Friday 7th October at the William Bray, Shere 

Come and join us at the pub for a drink and a chat! All parents/carers welcome 😊 

 

Thanks and have a lovely weekend! 

Becci Ford & Emma Palmer 

PTA Co-Chairs 

shereinfantschoolpsc@hotmail.com 
 

Autumn Term Dates (Whole School includes Nursery) 

Text in black – previously published and no changes to this information. 
Text in green – new information, not previously published. 
Text in red – changes to previously published information and dates. 
 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 Sun 25th 
Sep 

Whole School Harvest Festival at St James’ Church at 10am 
Please note this is a children only event. 

New 

Mon 26th  
Sep 

Whole School PTA Meeting at the William Bray at 7pm New 

Thurs 29th  
Sep 

Hedgehogs Forest School  

Fri 30th 
Sep 

Whole School Grandparents Day Stay & Play  
Hedgehogs & Owls, 8.40 – 9.10am 
Fox Cubs & Foxes 2-3pm 

 

 

O
ct

o
b

er
 Sun 2nd 

Oct 
Whole School PTA Albury Teas  

Mon 3rd 
Oct 

Whole School PTA School Uniform Sale at 3pm on the playground. New 

Tues 4th 
Oct 

Whole School St Francis’ Day  

Thurs 6th 
Oct 

Owls Forest School  

Fri 7th Oct Whole School PTA Parents Social at the William Bray at 8pm New 

Mon 10th 
Oct 

Whole School World Mental Health Day  

Mon 10th 
Oct 

Whole School Individual School Photos  
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Weds 12th 
Oct 

Fox Cubs 
Foxes 

Welcome to Early Years  5.00 – 6.30 pm for parents 
Error printed in last weeks newsletter – please note correct 
time. 

Change 

Thurs 13th 
Oct 

Hedgehogs Forest School  

Fri 14th  
Oct 

Whole School Big Draw with Mrs Voller 
 

Thurs 20th 
Oct 

Owls Forest School  

Fri 21st  
Oct 

Whole School End of half term. Collection at normal times.  

 


