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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter July 8th 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

What a wonderful week we’ve had, the climax of which was the most amazing experience for all of our 
children as we celebrated our second ‘Friday for the Future’ with our theme ‘Save the Bees’. We were 
visited by the Guildford Bee Keepers to kick off our day and the children showed just how incredible Shere 
School children really are when they sat, enthralled for over an hour finding out all about bees and exactly 
why the future of our planet as we know it depends upon them. They asked sensitive, mature questions 
and showed such a passion for their learning – it was genuinely a proud moment for all of the teachers and 
the bee keepers were so impressed with their behaviour and their engagement.  

Fuelled by their new knowledge and a passion for saving the bees and providing habitats for the mighty 
pollinators and their bug buddies, the children from the whole school and nursery then worked tirelessly 
to fill our incredible new bug hotel and were thrilled to tell me that they had already spotted a spider 
moving in!  

As part of the experience the children also had the opportunity to see bug life up-close and personal 
through the lens of a real microscope and have gained a whole new perspective on what is going on in the 
ground beneath their feet. 
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Our parent volunteers made this all possible and without 
them today could not have taken place and our children 
would have missed this beautiful experience, so a HUGE 
thank you to this dedicated parent team for giving their 
time to make this happen, and also to our gardening 
volunteer for her sterling work with the garden areas 
across the school which are now blooming and a haven 
for our bee friends.  

These memories last a lifetime, plant the seeds in our 
children’s minds that will inspire them to be ambassadors 
for good, and truly set our school apart. As all of the 
parents who take part will tell you, these experiences are 
equally rewarding for the adults. If you think you could 
contribute some time to help with a project like this in the 
next academic year please email 
kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk so that we can plan 
more exciting learning opportunities for the children 

 

 

Sports Day  

The forecast for sports day on 15th July is looking like a scorcher! Please send your children to school in PE 
shorts and t-shirt or your 180th birthday celebration T-Shirt and trainers with long lasting sunscreen 
already applied and a sun hat. We only have a few spare hats so it is really important that your child brings 
their own to provide much needed shelter and protection on the day and a water bottle is a must! Foxes 
and Fox Cubs who do not yet have any official PE kit can wear any suitable shorts and T-shirts for the 
occasion.  

Sports Day at Shere is an inclusive event. The children will be working in mixed ability, mixed age teams, 
working collaboratively to earn points for their team across a variety of skill-based activities. Every child 
will have the opportunity to succeed and contribute to their team’s success. We will then be joined by Fox 
Cubs who will kick off the flat races, once again earning points towards the team total and the winning 
team will be crowned champions at the end of the afternoon. 

Parents are invited to join us on the rec from 1.30 onwards. We ask you to kindly remain within the 
spectator area and allow your children’s teachers to manage the children until the end of the Sports Day 
activities when they will be released to you on the field or taken back to school if you are unable to join us. 

 

Celebration T-shirts 

For those of you who have ordered our lovely 180th birthday celebration T-Shirts, we are looking forward 
to seeing the children wearing them next Friday for Sports Day followed by the party on the rec 
immediately afterwards. Children are most welcome to wear their T-shirts to school for the remainder of 
the term.  

 

Notes from Fox Cubs 
Our sensory swing is ever so popular. The children have the chance to learn about balance, coordination, 
safety, body awareness, using their senses and motor skills in a fun and relaxing way. As well as learning 
to take turns! 

mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Notes from Foxes 
Bee day for Foxes was very exciting and we were inspired to carry on with some lovely bee play all 
afternoon. We remembered the 6,5,4,3,2,1 of bee body parts -do you know what they are?  
We remembered all the tricky words we had heard in the morning and tried to say them as we learned 
how to draw a bee. Bees have great maths written all over them- three legs on one side, three legs on the 
other, 2 wings on one side and two on the other, stripy repeating patterns, 6 legs with three parts each 
not to mention three body parts all different sizes and shapes. Our bees came out to play in the garden 
too. 
Maths continued in free play with some incredible area shape patterns on the light panels and a rainbow 
pyramid which we tested in the sunshine to see what patterns it made. 
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Notes from Hedgehogs  

As with the rest of the school there has been a real 
‘buzz’ in Hedgehogs today! It’s been all about the 
bees and the children have loved their immersive 
experience. 

One of the highlights was a tasting experience and 
the local honey, brought by our beekeeper guests, 
went down a treat with barely a crumb left in sight. 
We were so impressed with the children being brave 
and trying what was for many a new and strange 
food which turns out to be a new firm favourite for 
most of them! Expect to find requests for honey on 
your shopping lists from now on! 

It's also been lovely this week to see children in 
Hedgehogs independently playing the games they 
have been taught as part of our creative curriculum 
this year.  

Teaching through games, where the learning is fun is 
what we are all about here at Shere so it really is 
rewarding when we see the children choosing to 
mirror the activities we design for their learning in 
their free choice. Charlie has been playing a game he 
learnt in phonics with some advanced phoneme and 
grapheme knowledge discreetly embedded within 
his game! 

 

 
 

Notes from Owls 

Owl class have had a lovely day learning 
about bees and instead of handwriting this 
morning learnt how to draw a bee.  Didn’t 
they do a fabulous job?  Did you know that a 
bee has 5 eyes?  We didn’t!  But we do now! 

Owls have begun to think about their special 
celebration for parents at the end of term 
and have been busy learning a song and 
writing a poem this week.  We were really 
impressed at how imaginative they were 
with their choice of words and how well they 
worked together as a team.  We are really 
looking forward to sharing it all with you on 
July 20th.  For now, we’ll keep the finer 
details a secret.  Shhh….. 

 

 

 

 



   Page 5 

News from the PTA 

Sports Day & 180th Birthday Party 

Thank you for all your t-shirt orders this week - we sold an incredible 100 t-shirts!!! We are looking forward 
to seeing the children wearing them next Friday! 

As a reminder, the 180th birthday party will run from 3-6pm, and there will be music, a bar, a tuck shop 
and a tattoo stall for the children. There are still a number of slots available for volunteers. You can sign 
up to help here: https://signup.com/go/eotdVMH 

 

Albury Show 

Thank you for all your bottle donations this morning! We are still a few short so if anyone has any more 
donations please bring them into the school office next week. The bottles will be used for the tombola 
we are running at Albury Show next Saturday (16 July). We also still need volunteers to help run the 
tombola and also the kids corner on the day. If you are able to spare some time we would be really grateful 
for your help! You can sign up to volunteer here: https://signup.com/go/yCrraza 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Collection 

On Monday 18 July to Wednesday 20 July there will be a donation box in the playground for any school 
uniform and wellies that are no longer needed. All uniform items are welcome; please make sure they are 
clean and in good condition, and please donate wellies in carrier bags. The uniform sale will take place at 
pick up on Thursday 21 July. 

 

Thanks and have a great weekend! 

The PTA Team  

 

That’s all for this week 

Have a wonderful weekend in the scorching sunshine – don’t forget your sunscreen! 
Warmest wishes 
Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 

 

The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

 
Summer Term Dates (Whole School includes Nursery) 

 

Ju
ly

 Thurs 14th  Owls Final Forest School  

Fri 15th Whole school Sports Day and 180th birthday party  

Sat 16th Whole school Albury Village Show  

18th – 22nd Whole School Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  

https://signup.com/go/yCrraza
mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Weds 20th 
at 2pm 

Owls Leavers Celebration, parents welcome in the Village Hall New 

Tues 19th 

10am – 
2pm 

Foxes Foxes to the Forest – details in separate letter  

Fri 22nd  Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

Last day of term, school finishes at 1.30pm  

Fri 22nd   Fox Cubs Last day of term, Nursery finishes at 3.00pm  

Fri 22nd  
10.30 am 

Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

End of year Church Service with leavers ceremony and bible 
giving 

 

Fri 22nd 
12noon 

Fox Cubs End of year celebration in classroom followed by picnic by the 
river – all parents invited 

 

 

Autumn Term Dates 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 Thurs 1st  Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils  

Fri 2nd   Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils  

Sat 3rd & 
Sun 4th  

Whole School Working Party – Details to follow  

Mon 5th Whole School Back to school. New Foxes will be given more information 
about the start to school in the coming weeks.  

 

 


