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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter July 1st 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

We’ve had a busy week at Shere with most of the children in Foxes, Hedgehogs and Owls getting a taster 
of their new teachers, classrooms and even schools! The children were beautifully behaved and coped 
really well with their transition days. We’ve all been delighted to hear them talking about their experience 
and what they’re looking forward to in September. 

 

Meet the teacher 

Moving up is a big deal for children and parents alike so please do make sure you have space in your diary 
this week to meet your child’s new teacher if you have a pupil moving up to either Hedgehogs or Owls 
class. You are invited to come along at 9.30 to learn about how things work in the new class, ask questions 
and have a sneak peek at the learning environments.  

 

Moderation 

A huge well done to our lovely Owls teachers Mrs Fox and Mrs Hollis who have successfully completed 
their external moderation this week. The moderator was very impressed with the levels of progress that 
the children have made and approved all of the judgements made. 

 

Parking 

We have had several public complaints on social media from local residents about selfish and dangerous 
parking by parents despite regular appeals to park in marked bays and the village car park which is only 
two minutes walk from the school. Kinghams restaurant have also kindly offered the use of their car park 
to parents for drop off and pick up to and from school and this car park is directly opposite the school. If 
you do choose to use the Kinghams car park please ensure that you walk on the drive way and do not walk 
through their garden.  

 

Sports Day & 180th Birthday Party 

Plans for sports day are underway to include the whole school. It will be the first chance we have had since 
before the pandemic to celebrate this together so it really does feel like a milestone event. The activities 
will start at 1.30 on the rec with children from Foxes, Hedgehogs and Owls working in teams to complete 
a carousel of activities, practicing the skills they have been learning in P.E. and proudly wearing their 180th 
birthday T-shirts or PE shirts.  

They will then take part in flat races kicked off by the children from Fox Cubs who will be joining us at 2.30. 
Fox Cubs who do not normally attend nursery on Fridays are invited to join us to take part in the nursery 
races but must be accompanied by an adult and will need to be taken care of by their adult for the duration. 
Parents will be invited to collect their children directly from the rec at the end of the event which will be 
followed by the PTA 180th Birthday Party. Children must be released and signed out by their class teacher 
so please resist the temptation to take your children before the teachers have released them safely.  
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From 3-6pm we will be celebrating our school’s 180th birthday with a party! There will be music, a BBQ, a 
bar serving alcoholic and soft drinks, a tuck shop and a temporary tattoo stall for the children.  

If you would like to join the party celebrations please register by following the link below and clicking “Join 
the guest list”, then add the total number of attendees including children so we have a good idea of 
numbers for catering: 

https://buytickets.at/shereinfantschool/724449/share/4e94fec670aaf3036a0d2273e1fdcbf3 

We are in need of parent volunteers to help throughout the day, so if you are able to spare some time 
please sign up for a slot here: https://signup.com/go/eotdVMH 

 

Online Parenting Support 

Please take a look at the attached leaflet offering a variety of parenting support classes. These courses are 
free of charge and offer some great strategies across a variety of common parenting challenges including 
understanding and managing challenging behaviours and anxiety in children. We have had very good 
feedback from several of our parents who have completed previous courses so we highly recommend 
investing a little of your time in them. All sign up details are in the attached leaflet. 

 

Holiday Club 

The churches of Shere, Albury and Chilworth offer a summer holiday club between 22nd and 25th August 
at Shere Village Hall to children of the parish. The club offers stories, crafts, games, songs, drama and 
more and the cost is only £4 a day or £14 for the whole week. Please look at the attached leaflet for more 
details and how to sign up. 

 

Family Feast 

St Mark’s in Peaslake are very much looking forward to welcoming you to their next Family Feast this 
Sunday. There will be craft activities, colouring, fun, food & fellowship. To join them this Sunday at 4:30pm 
please email ycl@alburychurches.org. 

 

Notes from Fox Cubs 
 
Fox Cubs have a new water tray and the 
children have been enjoying playing with 
water, building ramps, and seeing water rush 
down towards some buckets or simply to the 
floor.  
 
They worked together to move all the 
elements around, using great communication 
skills and collaboration and have been busy 
for extended periods of time, cooling down on 
a sunny day. 

 
  

Notes from Foxes 

Fox Class have been busy honing their physical skills. We have had lots of children learning to somersault 
and climb the ropes and to try and do new things. At this point in the year the children realise that they 
are now tall enough to reach the high ropes and have developed enough arm and core strength to be able 

https://buytickets.at/shereinfantschool/724449/share/4e94fec670aaf3036a0d2273e1fdcbf3
https://signup.com/go/eotdVMH


   Page 3 

to test themselves. They understand that practising and paying attention to detail with their physical 
skills pays off and they can get better at previously tricky tasks. They are really enjoying challenging 
themselves and each other to climb the highest, jump the furthest and run the fastest. We have had lots 
of races in the playground and we practised our team work and ball skills in PE with Mr Pyle. We also 
enjoyed our impromptu foot spa experience to help us keep cool and some delicious extra snacks as a 
bonus too. 

   
The children had a lovely time exploring their new environment in Hedgehogs class, trying out the 
grown up resources and playing games with Mrs Matthews. It was a terrific start to their transition 
journey and Mrs Matthews was super impressed with their manners, attention span and enthusiasm. 

  

 

Notes from Hedgehogs  

This week the children helped Mrs Noakes to write a Newsletter update from Hedgehog’s about their 
Forest School day last week. The children loved sharing their ideas and talking about their forest school 
experiences. They put events in order first and the children thought of adjectives to make the writing 
more exciting. 
 
Last week Forest School was at Shere Infant School. We took an exciting visit to the river to study and 
learn about shrimp and tadpoles. First, we had to put on our wellies on and head down to the stream. 
When we got there, we found some areas where there were lots of tiny shrimp. We had to move lots of 
grey and brown rocks to find them. Then we collected them in a jar filled with cold river water. Don’t 
worry we put them back after we had a look at them! Next, we came back into the classroom and made 
beautiful pictures and collages of the river, the riverbank and the creatures we found. After that, we used 
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our art skills to create wonderful and colourful flower characters. We drew our design, and carefully made 
holes in the cardboard. Finally, we put beautiful flowers into the holes we made. 
Thank you Mrs Williamson and Mrs Gibson for a really fun day! 
Love from Hedgehogs Class 
(3 thousand hugs and kisses). 
 

   

 

 

Hedgehogs had a lovely morning on Wednesday trying out 
their new classroom! They suddenly looked very grown up 
and Mrs Fox and Mrs Hollis were very impressed at how well 
they listened. 

They spent the morning finding out about owls and 
choosing how to show what they knew. They made owls 
out of playdough, looked closely at photographs of 
different species of owl and drew them in lots of lovely 
detail, learnt how to draw a cartoon owl, wrote facts about 
owls and even made an owl out of a toilet roll.  

There was lots of chat about what it is like to be in Year 2 
and hedgehogs all agreed that it was quite an exciting 
prospect to have a classroom upstairs for a change! 
Everyone flew back down to hedgehogs classroom with big 
smiles on their faces.  

Well done Hedgehogs! 

 

 

 

Notes from Owls 

Owls have had a very exciting couple of weeks with new school visits happening.  This week saw a very 
small group of Owls in school as most of the class went off to visit Holy Trinity, Tillingbourne and Surrey 
Hills schools.  With several other induction sessions planned in the coming weeks our little owls are truly 
spreading their wings and getting ready to fly.   

There is an air of excitement and enthusiasm and lots of chat about new teachers and classrooms, tinged 
with a little bit of sadness at thoughts of leaving us.  We are confident that they are ready and are going 
to making the most of the next few weeks to prepare the children for their next step.   
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In Forest School this week 
Owls celebrated International 
Mud Day! The Owls had a 
hoot throwing mud at targets 
on trees and cooking up some 
delicious muddy treats! 

  

 

News from the PTA 

Shere Open Gardens 

Thank you so much to everyone who donated cakes and volunteered their time for Shere Open Gardens. 
We had a very busy afternoon with lots of happy customers! We are waiting to hear from the organisers 
how much money we raised from the event and will share the total with you soon.  

  

   

 
 

Mufti Day & Albury Show 

Next Friday (8 July) is mufti day and we are asking for donations of bottles of wine or spirits, which will 
be used for the bottle tombola at Albury Show on Saturday 16 July. We also still need volunteers to help 
run the bottle tombola and the kids corner on the day. Any time you can spare is very much appreciated. 
You can sign up to help here: https://signup.com/go/yCrraza 

https://signup.com/go/yCrraza
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180th Birthday Party T-Shirts 

Thank you for all your orders and lovely comments 
about our 180th birthday party t-shirts. The t-shirts 
have been designed especially for our party and are 
available to order until next Wednesday, 6 July.  

T-shirts are £7 and can be purchased through the 
ParentMail shop. All profits go to our school. All the 
details can be found in the ParentMail sent out 
yesterday. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

The PTA Team 

 

 

 

That’s all for this week 

Have a lovely weekend. 
Warmest wishes 
Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 

 

The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

 
Summer Term Dates (Whole School includes Nursery) 

 

Ju
ly

 Fri 1st Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

INSET Day – school closed to children 
Nursery Open as normal 

 

Mon 4th Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

INSET Day – school closed to children 
Nursery Open as normal 

 

Weds 6th 
9am 

Current Foxes, 
Current 
Hedgehogs 

New Parents - Meet the teacher sessions for rising Hedgehogs 
and Owls 

 

Thurs 7th  Hedgehogs Final Forest School  

Fri 8th Whole school PTA Non-Uniform day, bring a bottle  

Fri 8th Whole School  Friday For the Future:  Save the Bees  

Thurs 14th  Owls Final Forest School  

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Fri 15th Whole school Sports Day and 180th birthday party  

Sat 16th Whole school Albury Village Show  

18th – 22nd Whole School Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  

Weds 20th 
at 2pm 

Owls Leavers Celebration, parents welcome – details to follow New 

Tues 19th 

10am – 
2pm 

Foxes Foxes to the Forest – details in separate letter  

Fri 22nd  Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

Last day of term, school finishes at 1.30pm  

Fri 22nd   Fox Cubs Last day of term, Nursery finishes at 3.00pm  

Fri 22nd  
10.30 am 

Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

End of year Church Service with leavers ceremony and bible 
giving 

Change 

Fri 22nd 
12noon 

Fox Cubs End of year celebration in classroom followed by picnic by 
the river – all parents invited 

New 

 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 Thurs 1st  Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils  

Fri 2nd   Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils  

Sat 3rd & 
Sun 4th  

Whole School Working Party – Details to follow  

Mon 5th Whole School Back to school. New Foxes will be given more information 
about the start to school in the coming weeks.  

 

 


