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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter July 18th 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

As the end of term draws close we are certainly making every effort to make sure we go out with a bang 
to celebrate our first full year back in school since the pandemic changed all our lives. Last week at Shere 
gave us all so many beautiful memories to hold on to and really cemented in our minds just what a special 
school and community we are building together.  

Many thanks to Lee Cubitt and his colleagues for bringing the fire engine from Gomshall to school on 
Wednesday much to the delight of the children in every class who each took a turn to operate one of the 
hoses and merrily soak their classmates in the process! The shrieks of joy could be heard across the village 
I am told! Apologies for the soggy clothes but we think you’ll agree it’s a small price to pay for a priceless 
experience and the lasting memory.  

  

 

Mrs Voller kicked off Friday’s celebrations to a packed school assembly wearing an incredible 114 fabulous 
celebratory T-shirts to share the very important story of the history of our school. A lot has changed in 180 
years (thankfully!) but the children were very sensitive to the plight of those who came before them in our 
village and the two incredible women, Laura Lomax and Louisa Bray, who fought hard to ensure that every 
child of every background would be provided for. We were so proud of the great maturity and empathy 
shown by the children and reminded of how lucky we all truly are to be a part of the school’s history. The 
school council then joined Mrs Voller and proudly made the most enormous birthday cake in honour of 
our lovely school.  

Sport’s Day was a great success and we were so pleased to hear so many overwhelmingly positive 
comments on the change of format and just how much you enjoyed the opportunity to support your 
children and cheer them on up close. The scores are being counted and the winning team will be 
celebrated this week in assembly. 
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And of course, the grand finale - a huge thank you has 
to go to our dedicated PTA team who put together the 
most wonderful party to end the afternoon. So much 
time and energy went into the planning of the event 
and all our volunteers worked tirelessly to plan, stock, 
set up, man stalls, and complete the tidy up long after 
the rest of us had retired for the day. Thank you to all 
of our volunteers, but an extra special thank you goes 
to Becci Ford, Emma Palmer and Georgie Kirby for the 
months of hard work they put in to make this so special 
for all of us.  

 

 

T-Shirts 

We can’t let this newsletter go by without mentioning the incredible effort made by Emma Palmer who 
managed to hand make 114 fabulous celebratory T-Shirts for our 180th Birthday this week. Volunteers like 
Emma donate their time to raise funds for the school and don’t profit a single penny themselves, so we 
were all absolutely flabbergasted when she managed to deliver on her promise and ensure that every 
single order was fulfilled. Several of you have requested more T-shirts for siblings and have also asked if 
you can purchase adult sized ones for yourselves (as modelled so beautifully by the staff and PTA on Sports 
Day!) Emma has kindly agreed to continue to donate more of her time to make these and a separate email 
with a link to place your orders will be sent by parentmail this week. It only seems fair to thank Emma for 
her extraordinary generosity by letting you know where you can find more of her hand crafted gifts so 
please do take a look at her Etsy page @emiliarosecrafts if you are looking for other unique and hand 
made gifts for loved ones.  

 

Early Years Foundation Unit 

It has long been an ambition of ours to create more connection between our Fox Cubs and Foxes classes 
(hence the names!) by creating an Early Years Foundation Unit that enables our skilled practitioners to 
work more closely together and more effectively share both the learning environment and the staff 
specialisms. We are very pleased to announce that in September Mrs Brimicombe will be taking on the 
role of Early Years Leader. She will be developing our Early Years provision in line with this vision, with the 
help of Mrs Carini the Nursery Manager and the existing early years team. 
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A fond farewell 

This week we say a fond farewell not only to our lovely Owls, but to a few of our lovely team as they move 
on to new adventures. Mrs Boyce, Mr Pyle, Mrs Williamson and Miss Brown will all be saying goodbye on 
Friday. We wish them all the very best and would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for their 
hard work and the great contributions that each of them have made to our school this year. The adults 
and children alike will miss them hugely. 

 

Wellies & Lost Property 

Please collect your child’s wellies from the racks outside their classrooms by Wednesday this week. If your 
child has outgrown theirs, please consider donating them in the collection box by the gate on Wednesday 
and look out for a new-to-you pair in a larger size at the uniform sale on Thursday. Wellies and lost property 
that have not been collected by the end of the week will be donated to the PTA’s second-hand uniform 
sale.  

 

News from the PTA 

Albury Produce Show 

Whilst you may have forgiven them for having a lazy Saturday after all the hard work on Friday, the PTA 
were at it again bright and early on Saturday manning the stalls at the Albury Produce Show! An 
enormous thank you to Emma, Tamsin, Christian, Elaine, Tessa, Emma, Laura and Ben the ‘big’ helpers 
and Harrison MB, Lily, Josie, Charlie and Harrison P the ‘little’ helpers who all stepped into the breach to 
help out. The event raised another £729.41 for the school and this could not have happened without the 
help of this team of troopers. 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Collection & Sale 

From today until Wednesday there will be a donation box in the playground for any school uniform and 
wellies that are no longer needed. All uniform items are welcome; please make sure they are clean and in 
good condition and please donate wellies in carrier bags. The uniform sale will take place at pick up on 
Thursday 21 July and will also be an opportunity to buy the remaining soft drinks, crisps, sweetie cones 
and tattoos from the birthday party.  

 

Cake Boxes 

There are still a number of cake boxes in the school office from Shere Open Gardens - please remember 
to collect them before the end of term! 

 

Thanks and have a great week! 

The PTA Team  

 

That’s all for this week, just four more sleeps to go… 

Warmest wishes (38 degrees to be precise!) 
Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 

 

The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk


   Page 4 

 
Summer Term Dates (Whole School includes Nursery) 

 

Ju
ly

 Mon 18th & 
Tues 19th 

Whole School Special arrangements for extreme temperatures. 
Report as absent if you choose to keep your children at 
home. 
Collect at 1pm unless you are unable to do so. 
See Parent mail for further information. 

New 

18th – 22nd Whole School Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  

Weds 20th 
at 2pm 

Owls Leavers Celebration, parents welcome in the Village Hall  

Tues 19th 

10am – 
2pm 

Foxes Foxes to the Forest – details in separate letter  

Fri 22nd  Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

Last day of term, school finishes at 1.30pm  

Fri 22nd   Fox Cubs Last day of term, Nursery finishes at 3.00pm  

Fri 22nd  
10.30 am 

Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

End of year Church Service with leavers ceremony and bible 
giving 

 

Fri 22nd 
12noon 

Fox Cubs End of year celebration in classroom followed by picnic by the 
river – all parents invited 

 

 

Autumn Term Dates 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 Thurs 1st  Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils  

Fri 2nd   Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils  

Sat 3rd & 
Sun 4th  

Whole School Working Party – Details to follow  

Mon 5th Whole School Back to school. New Foxes will be given more information 
about the start to school in the coming weeks.  

 

Mon 5th All Parents Back to School Breakfast – Come and welcome our new 
parents with a tea and pastry in the school hall. 

New 

Thurs 15th  Owls School Trip to Windsor Castle – see separate email for more 
details.  

New 

 


