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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter June 9th 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

Welcome back! We hope you have all enjoyed a lovely break and are feeling rested and ready for a fun 
packed Summer term to finish our academic year.  

This week at Shere we have been enjoying our own Platinum Jubilee celebrations. The children have loved 
learning about our Queen and her incredible career and reflecting on the reasons behind all of the lovely 
celebrations they took part in last weekend with their friends and families. They’ve been busy making and 
decorating their own crowns to add the finishing touch to their fancy dress outfits, which they proudly wore 
for their Platinum Picnic!  

It was a very British affair with traditional fish and chips and a very special crown biscuit designed especially 
for the occasion and served in the fresh air on the playground. A huge thank you to Mrs Standing, our 
wonderful cook for all the effort she made to ensure that the children had such a lovely feast. 
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Notes from Fox Cubs 

We enjoyed making our crowns on Queen's jubilee week. 
We watched videos and looked at photos of the Queen's 
coronation, her castles and family.  

The children were also inspired to create some lovely art 
by Miss Brown’s wonderful chalk drawing to celebrate 
the jubilee. 

 

A few Fox Cub reminders: 

Please be prompt for lunch time pick up and drop off. 
The gate opens at 11.55 and all parents should arrive by 
12 at the latest so that the gate can be closed to secure 
the school site as promptly as possible.  
 
Please provide a bag with two sets of spare clothing that 
can remain on your child’s peg here at school. 
 
Our ‘spares’ are running low, so any donations of spare 
trousers and socks would be much appreciated. 

 

Notes from Foxes 

Fox Class started back after half term with a grand day out to Bocketts Farm. We were all very excited 

and there was lots of laughter, chatter and squeals of delight throughout the day. 

There were many highlights including a tractor ride, pig racing, soft play, small and large animal 

encounters-some of which were closer than others!  

We all loved the coach ride too and we returned safely to school just in time. Thanks to all the children 

for giving us a great day out.  
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Notes from Hedgehogs 

Hedgehogs have been speaking alien all week as they 
completed their phonics screening assessments! They did so 
well and actually thoroughly enjoyed their special reading 
task. Well done Hedgehogs!  
 
We have also been busy organising the classroom and 
labelling everything using ‘beans and sausages’ so that the 
children can independently decode the labels and know 
exactly where things belong. Dots are placed under sounds 
made by one letter, dashes under sounds made by more than 
one letter and zigzags under letters that are ‘breaking the 
rules’. This is a great example of how we embed phonics into 
our environment and how the learning is ’hidden’ in the 
activities that form our playful learning.  

Important Note for our Legoland trip 
Unfortunately due to a clash with Forest School our kitchen are unable to make packed lunches for our 
trip on Thursday. Please send a healthy packed lunch and filled water bottle in a backpack that your child 
is able to carry independently to school on Thursday morning. If this is difficult for you to manage 
financially, please email one of the Hedgehog teachers in confidence and we will supply a lunch. The 
coach will leave promptly at 9am so you must arrive at school at 8.40am to allow us time to prepare the 
children adequately. 

 
Notes from Owls  

This week Owls class, inspired by their learning about 
the environment and the negative impact that 
humans are having on it, made a request to write their 
contribution to this week’s newsletter themselves. 
This brilliant article was written by Jessica, Roland, 
Eliza and Charlie S. Amazing work! 

 

 

 

Did you know that every year 8 tonnes of plastic 
ends up in the sea?  This is destroying our 
planet.  We are all so sad that animals in the sea 
are dying because they are eating plastic.  We 
can help!   
 
Our class wants to help the environment and we 
think that Shere School could help too.  We 
already help by putting plastic that can be 
recycled in the recycling bin, but did you know 
that pens can be recycled too?  Every day we 
throw away biros, felt tips and whiteboard pens 
that have run out.  Instead of doing this we 
would like everyone in our community to recycle 
pens instead of throwing them in the bin.  
 
Look for our posters around school.  We have 
made special boxes for you to put your pens 
in.  Please bring them from home and we will 
recycle them for you. You can find our special 
boxes in the school office or in Owl's 
classroom.  When the boxes are full we will send 
the pens away to be recycled.   
 
Please help us to help the environment.  
Love from Owls 
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Who to Talk To 

Knowing who to talk to when you have any concerns or just want to be part of the Shere conversation can 
be tricky. Several of you have asked recently who to come to and we know that not all of you will be 
familiar with our faces so we thought we would take this opportunity to introduce the members of the 
team that you should come to. You can always find at least one of us, usually two, and frequently all three 
of us on site and we are very happy to chat and help to resolve problems quickly.  

Recently we have found that parents have been talking at length to the office staff about concerns and 
our poor admin team have done their very best to listen but they are simply not the right people to be 
discussing your worries with. It is very important that all concerns are raised as soon as you can with the 
appropriate member of staff in order that we can respond to the situation appropriately. Although our 
lovely admin team have been very kindly lending an ear they are very busy with the important jobs that 
keep our school running smoothly so we kindly ask that you do not disturb them with conversations that 
concern issues outside of administration, and that social calls are restricted to a quick hello. For all 
concerns please leave a short message with the admin team about the nature of your concern and wait for 
the appropriate member of staff to contact you to talk in more detail. 

   

Victoria Voller 
Head Teacher 

Vicky spends her time alternating 
her weeks between Shere and 

Clandon, the second school in the 
Newlands Federation.  

You will often see her on the gate on 
her Shere weeks so please introduce 
yourself if you see her as she would 

love to say hello and have a chat 
about your experience of our school. 

Vicky is also the dedicated 
safeguarding lead for the school and 
is the first point of call for any issues 
regarding the safety of any child in 

our care. 

Kezia Matthews 
School Leader 

Kezia splits her time between 
teaching in Hedgehogs class and 

her management role and is 
responsible for the whole school in 

Vicky’s absence, including 
safeguarding concerns.  Kezia is on 
site almost every day and is very 

happy to arrange to meet for a chat 
during the day on Thursdays or 

Fridays but can be available 
immediately on any day for 

anything more urgent. You’ll also 
find her at the gate from time to 

time so please do introduce 
yourselves. 

Angela Brimicombe 
Early Years Lead 

Angela is the Foxes class teacher 
but also oversees the whole of our 
Early Years provision to make sure 

that our school and nursery are 
always aligned on ethos and 
provision. For any concerns 

regarding Early Years provision 
Angela is your first point of 
contact. She has a wealth of 

experience with toddlers and 
younger children and their 

transition to ‘big school’ and will 
be very happy to meet with you to 

chat about your little ones. 
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Bikes and Scooters 

It has been absolutely lovely to see so many children using peddle and push power to get themselves to 
school lately. One of our projects that we have in mind is to develop a more formal space for parking all 
the bikes and scooters so let us know your thoughts on the topic and watch this space! Unfortunately we 
did have an accident on the playground this week with a child on a bike colliding with a pedestrian. Can 
we kindly request that all children dismount from scooters and bicycles at the gate and push their ‘wheels’ 
to their parking spots. Thank you.  

 

Collecting your children 

Teachers are not able to release children to anyone other than their usual nominated adults without prior 
notification via the office. If you do want your child to go home with another parent or are sending a new 
adult who is unknown to us you must notify the office so that it can be recorded in our register as early in 
the day as possible. 

Teachers have been instructed that they must not release children without notification from the office and 
managing getting in contact with you at the end of the day can be time consuming and inconvenient. To 
keep things running smoothly please ensure that you personally notify the office of any changes to pick 
up arrangements and ask unknown adults to be prepared to show a named ID to the teacher. 

If there are adults that you are happy to consent to taking your child on any day please ensure that the 
office has all of their details and an email confirming that you give your consent for this adult to collect on 
any day without prior notice.  

 

Donut Sale 

A huge thank you to all the wonderful team of Mums from the PTA for organising the long awaited and 
much talked about Krispy Kreme Donut sales today. After an unplanned detour to Windsor the donuts 
finally arrived just in time for the sale and very quickly disappeared! The new contactless payment 
system went down a storm with everyone and made donating easier than ever. The PTA will let us know 
when they have totted up the total. 

  
 

That’s all for this week 

We hope you have a lovely weekend. The forecast promises sunshine and climbing temperatures next 
week so please make sure the children come prepared with sun cream applied and sun hats for the 
playground. 
Warmest wishes 
Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 
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The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

 
Summer Term Dates 

 

Ju
n

e
 Mon 13th  Whole school Extended deadline for free delivery to school for class photos Change 

Thurs 16th Owls Forest School  

Thurs 16th Hedgehogs Legoland trip Please bring a packed lunch Change 

Sat & Sun 

18th and 
19th 

Whole school Clean for the Queen Working Party  

Thurs 23rd  Hedgehogs Forest School  

Thurs 30th  Owls Forest School  

Sun 26th  Whole school Shere Open Gardens  

 

Ju
ly

 Fri 1st Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

INSET Day – school closed to children 
Nursery Open as normal 

 

Mon 4th Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

INSET Day – school closed to children 
Nursery Open as normal 

 

Thurs 7th  Hedgehogs Final Forest School  

Fri 8th Whole school PTA Non-Uniform day, bring a bottle  

Fri 8th Whole School  Friday For the Future:  Save the Bees New 

Thurs 14th  Owls Final Forest School  

Fri 15th Whole school Sports Day and 180th birthday party  

Sat 16th Whole school Albury Village Show  

18th – 22nd Whole School Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  

Tues 19th 

10am – 
2pm 

Foxes Foxes to the Forest – details in separate letter  

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Fri 22nd  Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

Last day of term, school finishes at 1.30pm  

Fri 22nd  Fox Cubs Last day of term, Nursery finishes at 3.00pm  

 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 Thurs 2nd Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils New 

Fri 3rd Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils New 

Mon 5th Whole School Back to school. New Foxes will be given more information 
about the start to school in the coming weeks.  

New 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


