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Shere CofE Infant School & Fox Cubs Nursery  
Newlands Federation - Roots to grow, wings to fly 

 
Newsletter June 17th 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

What a week! We’re always a little bit happier when the sun shines, and the children clearly feel the same. 
The playground has been a hive of activity this week and the learning has been superb with every class 
making the most of the sunshine while it lasts.  

We’ve even had some parents joining in the ‘fun’ – a big thank you to the Hedgehog parents who came to 
mow the lawn and attack some of the weeds in the Year 1 garden on Thursday – it makes such a difference 
to have attractive spaces that invite the children to play and learn, and we really cannot manage this 
without your support. 

Parent volunteers are a critical cog in the machine for a school as small as ours and our working parties 
have an enormous impact on the environment for the children and teachers. Our ethos recognises that 
the environment is in fact the third teacher, so ensuring that it is at its best is a vital, but also enormous 
task.  

Sadly we have not managed to muster many volunteers for the planned working party this weekend so 
we have decided to cancel this session and instead spend some time putting our heads together to 
improve the system. We will be talking to you about this in the coming weeks but for now we would very 
much appreciate if you could ‘save the date’ for the weekend of 3rd and 4th September to contribute a few 
hours and look out for more details about exactly how you can help coming soon. 

 

Notes from Fox Cubs  

Fox Cubs enjoyed a team building activity 
during their morning play with Foxes this 
week. This involved intense communication 
and collaboration as they had to decide and 
agree exactly where to move each individual 
crate and foam block to its specific location 
for the careful construction of 'the house'! The 
children had to use their upper bodies and it 
was a great opportunity to exercise their gross 
motor skills to complete this strenuous work.  
 
Fox Cubs did an incredible job and persevered 
to complete the task they had set themselves. 
We were so proud of the harmonious play and 
impressed by the stamina of our brilliant Fox 
Cubs! 
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Notes from Foxes 

This week for Foxes has been all about being outside and enjoying the sunshine. Especially exciting for 
Fox class has been seeing the garden grow and also the new addition of the Magic House - a small 
wooden tepee for our garden. The fun turned out to be mostly a game of sardines as everyone was 
super excited to try it out all at the same time. Thanks to Mrs Bentley for her kind donation and to Mr 
Cook for putting it together for us early in the morning. 

  

 

Notes from Hedgehogs 

This week in Hedgehogs it has all been about the long awaited trip to Legoland. The Hedgehogs began 
their week by doing some research to prepare them for the trip. Lots of conversations were had to resolve 
any worries and the excitement by Thursday morning was palpable. The children were absolutely 
amazing! So many challenges were overcome collectively, first experiences of coaches, busy places, 
strange noises, being away from parents, being independent, being responsible, overcoming fears, going 
on rides, the list goes on. The children were a credit to the school and were so proud to receive several 
comments from other visitors at the park about their impeccable behaviour.  We certainly chose a lovely 
day for our trip with temperatures of 28 degrees, but the SplashPad provided the perfect end of day cool 
down moment and the children made memories that even two hours stuck on the M25 couldn’t spoil! 
Well done Hedgehogs.  
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Notes from Owls in the Forest 

It was a hot day in Forest School this week, but we made the most of our lovely, shady forest and managed 
to stay cool!  This week in Forest School, Owls have been learning the importance of soil.  What is soil?  
Can we survive without it? 

It was decided that we cannot, as the soil on our Earth provides the crops, fruit, vegetables and trees that 
we need to survive.  Owls also discussed how this would affect the insects and animals too.  Without soil 
our world would end.  To celebrate soil and Father's Day we made seed bombs from our soil at Forest 
School and we read a poem from the book 'I am a seed.' 

Further to this, some children chose a small sapling (the diameter needed to be that of a pound coin) and 
lopped it using the loppers, they then needed to estimate a 2m length and whittle one end of it, making 
it into a point, this is to further develop their fin motor skills, dexterity and build their confidence using a 
variety of tools.  Well done Owls - what fun we had! 
 

  

 

Magpies 

Many of the teachers are reporting a noticeable loss of our lovely resources. The nature of our classrooms 
is that they are filled with lovely bits and bobs, designed to entice children to touch and investigate, but 
the little Magpies also like to pocket the treasures from time to time! Don’t worry! We understand! But 
please do return anything you find in pockets or bags that does not belong to your child back to the class 
teacher so keep our lovely resources intact. A little log slice may seem like nothing and end up in the bin 
at home but to us it is probably a very important (and expensive) counter for a maths game for example. 
However insignificant it seems please make an effort to return anything to school that didn’t leave with 
your child when they left the house in the morning! Thank you. 

 

Transition 

It’s the time of year where our attention turns to moving up and moving on. We have added several dates 
to our calendar for preparing the children for their next adventure whether it be here at Shere with their 
new teachers in their new classrooms, or for our lovely Owls who are soon to spread their wings, at their 
new schools. We have also included a date for the parents of our rising Hedgehogs and Owls to come and 
meet the teachers yourselves. This will be an opportunity for you ask any questions you may have and will 
help you to have those all important conversations with your little ones over the summer to prepare them 
for the exciting term ahead. Please do try your very best to attend the sessions as there will be important 
information shared about how things work in the new classes.  
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Save the Bees! 
 
Our planning for ‘Friday for the Future’ this term is well 
underway and we’re feeling very excited. We will be 
learning all about why the survival of bees is so critical 
to our own survival on the planet. 
 
Our day will begin with a visit from the Guildford 
Beekeepers who will be delivering a presentation and 
answering questions from the children. 
 
Afterwards we are hoping to build a school bug hotel 
but this will be dependent upon contributions of 
materials and time from a few handy parents to assist 
groups of children from each of the classes in creating 
their ‘layer’. Please have a look at the picture – this is 
what we are trying to create! If you spot anything that 
you could donate to the cause, pots, bricks, bamboo, 
tiles, please bring them to school and preferably leave 
them in the floor level soil bed near the back gate in 
the Year 1 classroom ready for action. 

 

 
 

Last Call for Parent Views 

The parent questionnaire will be available for a few more days. If you haven’t yet filled it in please do take 
a few minutes to send us your views as these inform the decisions we make for the development of our 
school. You can find the survey here: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=neQSmNEQUGJu7Ou2jS3b10482XrDiBIjfDG89WlsIlUQVc3VVp

UU01MSzE0V0hJTERKRDI5UExQWi4u 

 

Important Note for Hedgehogs 

Our school has been selected to take part in a trial by the NFER (National Foundation for Educational 
Research) on Thursday 23rd June. Please see the attachment sent with this Newsletter for more 
information. The trial requires that Hedgehogs class are on site at Shere to complete the activities for the 
day.  

Mrs Williamson will therefore be running Forest School from Shere School this week with a river theme 
and Mrs Noakes will be in the classroom to assist with delivering the trial, taking twenty randomly selected 
children for ten minutes each. Please dress the children in casual clothes (full forest school clothing is not 
required) and bring wellies. Drop off and pick up arrangements and times are as per a normal Shere day to 
Hedgehogs classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=neQSmNEQUGJu7Ou2jS3b10482XrDiBIjfDG89WlsIlUQVc3VVpUU01MSzE0V0hJTERKRDI5UExQWi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=neQSmNEQUGJu7Ou2jS3b10482XrDiBIjfDG89WlsIlUQVc3VVpUU01MSzE0V0hJTERKRDI5UExQWi4u
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News from the PTA 

Jubilee Celebrations 

Thank you very much for all your support with the 
events we organised to celebrate the end of Jubilee 
week last Friday! It was so lovely to see all the 
children so excited dressed up as kings and queens 
and they looked brilliant in their costumes. The 
volunteers at the #KrispyQueens donut sale were 
kept very busy and sold ALL the donuts! And 
parents enjoyed a fantastic evening of live music 
with the very talented Steve Rodgers - thank you 
for a great night Steve. Also big thanks to the donut 
sale volunteers and to Lucy Wilson for organising 
the live music night. 

Across all the Jubilee events (including the Jubilee 
tea towels and mugs) we raised a total of £395.28!!! 

 
 

Shere Open Gardens 

Next Sunday (26th June) is our biggest fundraising event of the year - Shere Open Gardens. We 
desperately need more volunteers to bake cakes and to help on the day. The event is great fun, a good 
opportunity to get to know other parents and a lovely way to enjoy being part of our local community. If 
you are able to donate some cakes or spare a couple of hours to help, please sign up using the link below: 

https://signup.com/go/GJbBRdo 

Cake donations can be brought to the school office at pick up on Friday 24th June, or directly to Shere 
Village Hall from 1pm on Sunday 26th June. Please ensure they are in a named, sealed container with a list 
of ingredients. Thank you! 

 

Usborne Books - Sponsored Read 

In conjunction with Usborne Books we have organised a sponsored reading challenge to celebrate and 
encourage a love of reading at home and school. Children should have brought home forms for this 
before the Easter holidays, however a copy of these are attached to this ParentMail for anyone who 
missed it. All the money raised goes towards brand new books for our school, and in addition, Usborne 
will also donate up to 60% of the total raised in EXTRA FREE BOOKS to the school. By encouraging our 
children to spend a small amount of time reading each day we can enhance our reading resources at 
school. They can read to themselves, to others or be read to, and it can be anything from books and 
magazines to recipes, leaflets and instructions - anything with words! 

Please return your forms and sponsorship money to the school office by next Friday, 24th June. Money 
can be paid via PayPal using the QR code on the bottom of the form or in cash (please ensure this is in a 
sealed, named envelope). We look forward to having lots more books for our children to read, share and 
enjoy! 

Thanks and enjoy your weekend! 

The PTA Team 

 

 

 

 

https://signup.com/go/GJbBRdo
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Over and Out 

We hope you all have a lovely rest in the sunshine this weekend. Fingers crossed for more glorious weather 
when we see you again next Monday. 
Warmest wishes 
Vicky Voller, Headteacher & Kezia Matthews, School Leader 

 

The Newlands Federation 

Email Vicky: head@shere.surrey.sch.uk   Email Kezia: kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

Tel Shere: 01483 202198   Tel Clandon: 01483 222442 

 
Summer Term Dates (Whole School includes Nursery) 

 

Ju
n

e
 Thurs 23rd   Hedgehogs Forest School at Shere. Wear casual clothes and bring 

wellies. 
Change 

Thurs 23rd  Hedgehogs NFER Research trial for phonics New 

Thurs 30th  Owls Forest School  

Sun 26th  Whole school Shere Open Gardens  

Tues 28th 
AM and 
Weds 29th 
All day 

Owls moving 
to Holy 
Trinity 

Moving up sessions at Holy Trinity school New 

Weds 29th 
All day 

Owls moving 
to 
Tillingbourne 

Moving up sessions at Tillingbourne School New 

Weds 29th  Whole School 
– all children 
moving up in 
Sept 22 

Moving up sessions at Shere New 

 

Ju
ly

 Fri 1st Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

INSET Day – school closed to children 
Nursery Open as normal 

 

Mon 4th Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

INSET Day – school closed to children 
Nursery Open as normal 

 

Weds 6th 
9am 

Current 
Foxes, 
Current 
Hedgehogs 

New Parents - Meet the teacher sessions for rising 
Hedgehogs and Owls 

New 

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Thurs 7th  Hedgehogs Final Forest School  

Fri 8th Whole school PTA Non-Uniform day, bring a bottle  

Fri 8th Whole School  Friday For the Future:  Save the Bees  

Thurs 14th  Owls Final Forest School  

Fri 15th Whole school Sports Day and 180th birthday party  

Sat 16th Whole school Albury Village Show  

18th – 22nd Whole School Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  

Weds 20th  Owls Leavers Celebration, parents welcome – details to follow New 

Tues 19th 

10am – 
2pm 

Foxes Foxes to the Forest – details in separate letter  

Fri 22nd  Foxes 
Hedgehogs 
Owls 

Last day of term, school finishes at 1.30pm  

Fri 22nd   Fox Cubs Last day of term, Nursery finishes at 3.00pm  

Fri 22nd  
10.30 am 

Whole School End of year Church Service with leavers ceremony and bible 
giving 

New 

 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 Thurs 1st  Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils Change 

Fri 2nd   Whole School Inset Day – school closed to all pupils Change 

Sat 3rd & 
Sun 4th  

Whole School Working Party – Details to follow New 

Mon 5th Whole School Back to school. New Foxes will be given more information 
about the start to school in the coming weeks.  

 

 

 


