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Quick Reads: 

Advice about how to talk to your child about international events can be found here: Talking 

to your children about scary world news | Mental Health Foundation, How to talk to children 

about what's happening in Ukraine | Metro News 

Advice about parental controls relating to keeping children safe online can be found here: 

Using parental controls (thinkuknow.co.uk) 

Please take time to read the Coronavirus Update below.  

A list of key dates for the rest of the academic year can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

Upcoming dates will continue to be listed in the small dates section immediately below.  

Dates: 

March 

17th Children’s Anxiety Workshop for Parents at Shere School 9.15 am – all welcome 

19th Holi Celebrations @2pm – children to wear old clothes to school 

25th Mother’s Day Craft afternoon at School 

27th Mothering Sunday Service at St James Church – Shere 

31st Easter Pause Day – children learning about the Easter Story through creative activities 

April 

1st Easter Celebrations 

Easter Bonnet parade 

Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm 

  

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/


Dear Families, 

We have had a wonderful week celebrating books and World Book Day.  The children were very 

excited to come to school in their pyjamas, proudly showing off some awesome bedtime 

ensembles, from Disney to Tottenham Hotspurs!  We have been most impressed. 

As teachers, we observed that the nicest moments came when children simply talked about the 

books they loved.  We heard about The Wind in the Willows, Paper Dolls, the Gruffalo and Peppa 

Pig.  This was so successful that we aim to repeat this throughout the year.  It was a pleasure to 

hear children talk about stories with such passion, I know that they will hold these stories close 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA at the Bray:  

We had a lovely PTA meeting at the Bray last night.  It was great mix of chat and the 

agenda ☺  We organised a wonderful calendar of events up until the end of term so there 

is plenty to look forward to.  We would love to see more parents taking an active role in 

the PTA.  Small schools in particular rely on fundraising to add all the lovely extras that 

make Shere a special place to learn.  Becci and her team will be looking for volunteers for 

all the summer events we have coming up. 

 

 

As teachers we want to encourage you all to 

keep reading with and to your child.  A 

bedtime story where an adult reads to a child is 

a powerful tool, it is vastly different to listening 

to an audio book or watching a story online 

until you fall asleep.  Sitting with someone you 

love and listening to them read aloud deepens 

family relationships and can foster a lifelong 

love of books.  Once your child learns to read 

independently, it can be tempting to drop the 

bedtime story routine, but research shows that 

reading to your child at least through their 

primary school years is vital for their 

development.  Nearly half of young reluctant 

readers say they would enjoy reading more if a 

parent sat with them.  So if you are a bedtime 

story family please don’t stop, and if you are 

not in the habit of routinely reading to your 

child, please give it a try; it will make all the 

difference. 

 

If you are keen to raise a reader, this 

website has some helpful free online 

training for parents.  Raising a Reader: Top 

Tips for Parents to Foster a Love of 

Reading: Free Training - Dandelion 

Learning 

 

 

https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/raising-a-reader-top-tips-for-parents-to-foster-a-love-of-reading-free-training/
https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/raising-a-reader-top-tips-for-parents-to-foster-a-love-of-reading-free-training/
https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/raising-a-reader-top-tips-for-parents-to-foster-a-love-of-reading-free-training/
https://www.dandelionlearning.co.uk/raising-a-reader-top-tips-for-parents-to-foster-a-love-of-reading-free-training/


Shrove Tuesday: 

Mr Pyle had some exciting activities planned this Tuesday as we celebrated all things Shere.  The 

children enjoyed races and pancake flipping as part of their PE lesson!  Foxes loved making 

pancakes and selecting some delicious toppings ☺  Eating pancakes and celebrating before Lent is 

a Christian tradition.  Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to use up foods that Christians would not 

be eating during Lent.  The children will be learning more about Lent this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anxiety Workshop: 

We know that the pandemic has had a huge impact on families and on the mental health of 

the children at our schools.  Recent events in Ukraine are weighing heavily on some of our 

children too.  We have seen more children with anxiety in the last two years than ever before. 

On Thursday 17th March the federation will be hosting a workshop for parents about 

children’s anxiety and how to support your child with this.  This is run by Mindworks Surrey 

(mindworks-surrey.org).  Nikki, our Primary Mental Health Worker will also be happy to talk 

with you after the session about specific concerns you may have.  The workshop will be at 

Shere School at 9.15 after morning drop off and will last approximately two hours.  Nikki is 

very experienced, knowledgeable and approachable and it should be a very helpful 

workshop.  If you would like to book a place, then please call the Shere School Office on 

01483 202198. 

We are also arranging a workshop about sleep and how to help your child sleep well 

independently.  This will be on Thursday 12th May.  More details to follow.  Please let a 

member of staff know if you can think of other drop in sessions that might be useful. 

Clean for the Queen: 

On the 14th and 15th May we will be holding our Clean for the Queen event at School.  We 

would love to work on two school projects.  We would love your help to decorate and tidy the 

communal corridor in the main building and will also need a team to work on the playground 

and outdoor spaces, including building a new craft den to replace our dilapidated bike store!  

If you would like to sign up for this community event, then please call the school office on 

01483 202198. 

 

 



Celebrating Mothers at St James’: 

St James’ are holding their lovely all ages Mothering Sunday Service on 27th March at 10am.  

They have kindly invited the school to join the congregation.  I know that our church loves to 

welcome children and the congregation love to see them too.  It would be great to see as 

many of you as possible.  Children should wear smart school uniform. 

 

An invitation for our Mothers: 

 

Holi: 

A Shere tradition is making a welcome come back this month.  We will be celebrating Holi on 

19th March at 2pm.  Sunny and Immy will be telling the children all about Holi and then the 

partying will begin!  It will be a very messy party so children should come to school and 

nursery in old clothes. 

 

Fox Cubs Update: 

Mrs Carini has asked for donations of seeds, bulbs and plants for the Fox Cubs garden.  Soil 

would also be very useful!  Fox Cubs are noticing that Spring is on the way and are keen to get 

digging and planting. 

Fox Cubs are also looking for more storage for all their lovely baskets.  If you have any wicker 

baskets in good condition, please let Mrs Carini know. 

 



 
 

   

    
 

 

Warm Wishes, 

Vicky Voller 

Headteacher 

The Newlands Federation 

head@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk


 Shere School Dates  

 
March  
17th Children’s Anxiety Workshop for Parents at Shere School 9.15 am – all welcome.  
19th Holi Celebrations @2pm – children to wear old clothes to school.  
25th Mother’s Day Craft afternoon at School 2-3pm  
27th Mothering Sunday Service at St James Church – Shere  
31st Easter Pause Day – children learning about the Easter Story through creative 
activities.  
 

April 
1st Easter Celebrations 
Easter Bonnet parade 
Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm 
Shere School sponsored read 
18th Bank Holiday 

19th Back to School       
20th SATS Information Workshop for Owl parents 9.15 Owls Classroom 
WB 25th Shared Book Week: Perfectly Norman – celebrating difference/anti-bullying 
 

May  
WB: 2nd Year Two SATS continue throughout May – Good Luck lovely Owls 
5th Information Evening for new Fox families 
14th & 15th Clean for the Queen at Shere School 
26th International Biscuit Day and PTA biscuit sale 
27th INSET day – school closed to all pupils 
30th Half Term 
 

June  
6th The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
10th Kings and Queens Dress Up Day! 
25th Shere Open Gardens 
 

July 
1st Inset Day – School closed to all pupils 
4th Inset Day – School closed to all pupils 
15th Sports Day and 180th birthday party! 
16th Albury Village Show 
WB 18th Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations 
22nd Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm  

 

 


