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Quick Reads: 
 
Please have a look at our curriculum intent statements on the school website.  
 
Regular school attendance and punctuality are vital for all children.  
 
Fox Cubs Key Person Groups are as follows:  

• Blue Group: Mrs Carini  
• Green Group: Mrs Hewett and Mrs Adams  
• Orange Group: Miss Brown 

 
Children can come dressed for bedtime to celebrate World Book Day on 
Thursday 3rd March.  
 
Dates: 
Thursday 10th February: Owls Forest School 

Friday 11th February: PTA Quiz Night  See Lucy Wilson for details.  
14th-18th February: Half Term  
WB 28th February: Parent Consultation Meetings  
WB 28th February: World Book Day 
Thursday 3rd March: World Book Day and PTA meeting at the William Bray.  
Friday 1st April: End of Term  
 

  



Dear Families 
 
I must start this week with yet another huge thank you to the staff at Shere.  I have 
never known such high levels of staff absence and, given that this is a national picture, 
it is very challenging to book supply teachers.  Every single member of the team has 
stepped up to ensure the impact on children is minimised as much as possible.  
 
As I write, I have just tested positive, so I am afraid I won’t be seeing you next week.  
However, I hope to be up to a bit of working from home so will try to keep up with 
emails.  Please do email me with any concerns head@shere.surrey.sch.uk. 
 

Curriculum Intent Statements: 
During this academic year our staff teams have done a lot of work on the curriculum.  
We have focused on defining our curriculum intent; this is the ‘what’ of the curriculum.  
What do we want children to learn, what is our aim?  Staff have worked in subject 
teams across the Federation.  In spending time defining what children will learn, staff 
have thought carefully about our current cohorts, the impact of the pandemic, 
children’s next steps in education and their longer-term futures.  Education is not 
simply about preparing children for work; we are preparing them for life.  
 
I thought it would be useful to share this work here over the coming weeks.  As our 
school development focus is on reading, it seems wise to start with English.  
 
English Intent  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find our intent statements for each subject, along with progression grids, on 
the school website.  
 

 
 
Curriculum Aims:  
Children will: 

• Read easily, fluently and with good 
understanding.  

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, 
for both pleasure and information.  

• Appreciate our rich and varied literary history.  
• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding 

of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language.  

• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, 
adapting their language and style in and for 
a range of purposes and audiences.  

• Use discussion to learn; they should be able 
to elaborate and clearly explain their 
understanding and ideas.  
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Attendance: 
I have had some really interesting discussions about attendance with parents recently 
and understand that this is a thorny issue.  There is a balance to strike for school 
leaders, especially since the pandemic.  On a personal level I completely understand 
some parents’ anxiety about contracting covid or passing it on to others.  I also feel the 
need that families have to reconnect with one another after, in some cases, years 
apart.  This could be by visiting relatives or taking a family holiday.  
 
As Headteacher I am responsible for school attendance but have limited powers.  The 
situations where, for example, I can grant term time absence for reasons other than 
illness are narrow; so, most term time holidays will be marked as unauthorised.  
 
We know that being in school is important for children.  Regular absence from school 
can lead to poor attainment and can impact on the chances of children being involved 
in anti-social behaviour.  Regular absence from school also impacts on other children 
in the class: the teacher will need to give extra time to your child to help them catch up, 
meaning less time for everyone else.  
 
I am sure you can see why this remains a tricky issue and why improving school 
attendance is a local and national priority.  I am always willing to discuss this with you if 
you have questions or concerns.  
 

News from the PTA: 
Rearranged PTA meeting  
Apologies for the short notice of having to rearrange the PTA meeting.  All being well, we 
plan to meet after half term on Thursday 3rd March.  Again, this meeting will set out 
plans for the rest of the academic year so please do join us if you can 
 
Challenge 2022  
A huge well done to Chloë in Owls for her great 2022 Challenge.  She raised an amazing 
£40.70 by baking cupcakes and holding her very own cake sale!  What an amazing little 
entrepreneur!   Thank you Chloë.  
 
The challenge will run until early March, so also works as a great half term activity to 
keep little ones entertained!  We look forward to hearing more of your challenges ⭐ 

  



Fox Cubs News: 
Your child’s Key Person  
A key person is your link within the nursery setting.  Whilst all practitioners care for and 
build relationships with every child, a key person follows your child’s educational 
journey and works in partnership with your family.  Allocated key worker groups are as 
follows:  

• Blue Group: Mrs Carini  
• Green Group: Mrs Hewett and Mrs Adams  
• Orange Group: Miss Brown 

 

World Book Day:  
We will be celebrating World Book Day in style this year, with activities throughout the 
week beginning 28th February.  The World Book Day theme for 2022 is ‘You are a reader’, 
and at Shere we will be focusing on our favourite bedtime stories.  On Thursday 3rd 

March children can (if they wish) come to school ready for bedtime in pyjamas (please 
remember to wear underwear too) and or a dressing gown.  They can wear this over 
their uniform if they wish.  We will be hosting guest readers throughout the week, and I 
know the PTA have some lovely ideas planned, including a pre-loved book sale.  
 

Hedgehogs Update: 
Mrs Matthews is still unwell and unable to return to work at the moment.  I know this has 
been a disruptive time for Hedgehogs: it has been impossible to book a consistent 
supply teacher due to national shortages.  Next week I have managed to arrange 
consistent cover and Mrs Noakes will be in at the end of the week as usual.  When I have 
further information, I will let you know.  Thank you for your support at this tricky time.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Warm wishes, 
 
Vicky  
Headteacher  
The Newlands CofE Federation  
Shere School: 01483 202198  
Clandon School: 01483 222442  


