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Quick Reads: 

Advice about how to talk to your child about international events can be found here: Talking 

to your children about scary world news | Mental Health Foundation, How to talk to children 

about what's happening in Ukraine | Metro News 

Advice about parental controls relating to keeping children safe online can be found here: 

Using parental controls (thinkuknow.co.uk) 

Please take time to read the Coronavirus Update below.  

A list of key dates for the rest of the academic year can be found at the end of this newsletter.  

Upcoming dates will continue to be listed in the small dates section immediately below.  

Dates: 

WB 28th February: Parent Consultation Meetings 

WB 28th February: World Book Day Celebrations begin 

1st March: Shrove Tuesday and Pancake Races 

3rd March: World Book Day and PTA meeting at the William Bray. 

4th March: Ready for Bed – children may come to school in pyjamas with a favourite teddy and 

bedtime story       DATE CHANGE PLEASE NOTE 

25th March: Assembly for our mothers (time to be confirmed). 

31st March: Easter Pause Day 

1st April: End of Term – School Finishes at 1.30pm 

 

 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/


Dear Families, 

The children have come back to school with tales of fun half terms full of stormy adventures.  

It’s easy to forget the awe and wonder a child might feel when a huge tree can be uprooted by 

an invisible wind.  We have all heard the story of the falling down chimney at least once        

This week the children seem alert to the changes that are happening all around, from 

snowdrops and blossom on trees, to the devastation caused by storm Eunice.  To a small 

child the world is awesome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Safe Online: 

Children continue to astonish us with their use of technology; it can be hard to keep up.  

Their skill at navigating the online world is amazing and frightening.  Many children have 

access to mobile phones, ipads and other gadgets allowing them to access people and 

places that can seem beyond our reach. 

It is vitally important that as adults, we are fully aware of the risks associated with gaming, 

viewing content online, and social media. This half term we will be focusing on staying safe 

online using resources from an organisation called CEOP.  When we are teaching children 

about risk, there is always a balance to be struck.  In the end we want our children to manage 

their own risk – this means we will have to teach them strategies they can use to keep 

themselves safe.  At the same time, we must appreciate that certain risks are too great for 

our young children to manage – this means we must regulate some of the risk ourselves.  

There is lots of information for families on the CEOP website, this week I would like to 

highlight their guidance on parental controls which can be found here: Using parental controls 

(thinkuknow.co.uk) 

 

We are aware that the world is also frightening at the moment.  

The news is certainly not heartening.  Unfortunately, over recent 

years we have had occasion to consider our response to 

catastrophic world events.  In these circumstances, we will 

always be led by the child.  We tend not to do assemblies on 

such topics because there is a danger of saying too much for 

some and not enough for others.  If your child asks a question, 

then we will always answer truthfully but in an age-appropriate 

way.  It is important that children know that they are safe, 

and we will always be reassuring and sensitive.  If we are 

worried, we would talk to you about our conversation. 

If you are worried about the impact of current events on your child, or 

would like to discuss how you can talk to them at home, don’t hesitate 

to speak to a member of staff or email me head@shere.surrey.sch.uk  

You might find the following links helpful: Talking to your children about 

scary world news | Mental Health Foundation, How to talk to children about 

what's happening in Ukraine | Metro News 

Children might find this link to BBC newsround helpful: Advice if you're 

upset by the news - CBBC Newsround 

 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/
mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002


An Exciting Week Ahead: 

A fun-filled timetable awaits our children next week, as we celebrate World Book Day with 

some pancakes thrown in for good measure. 

On Tuesday 1st March, we will be celebrating all things pancake with races and pancake 

flipping throughout the day!  We will be linking this to the story of Mr Wolf’s Pancakes to link 

activities to our love of stories. 

On Friday 4th March, we will celebrate World Book Day.  Children who would like to can 

come dressed in their pyjamas (don’t forget underwear and some base layers).  Children can 

bring a favourite teddy and their best bedtime book. 

The teachers have plenty of other booky activities planned for the week, including a reading 

dog visit so there is plenty to look forward to. 

Coronavirus Update: 

Further to the Prime Minister’s address, I would like to confirm the current position at school.  

As you are aware, the mandated response to Covid 19 has been stepped back.  

Responsibility very much lies with the individual to manage their health appropriately to 

reduce the risk of transmission as much as possible.  This plan is known as ‘living with Covid 

19’ and can be found here: COVID-19 Response: Living with COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Within our school communities, we have several vulnerable individuals and families and so it 

remains our priority to minimise transmission by continuing some infection control 

measures.  I would ask you all to continue to consider the needs of others as you have 

done so for the past two years. 

It is our aim to ensure that children and staff can be in school as much as possible, so if your 

child is feeling well, they should come to school as normal.  If children come to school but 

are showing the symptoms of coronavirus, they will be sent home and asked to book a 

PCR test (symptomatic testing will continue for the time being).  If the result of the PCR test 

is positive, then I would ask that your child remains at home for at least five full days. 

In school, we will continue to ensure fresh air is freely flowing through windows and doors.  

For larger school events that take place in crowded or enclosed spaces and where people 

encounter others they do not usually meet, we reserve the right to ask visitors to wear a face 

covering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19


Play is the work of children:  

    

    
 

Could they be any more perfect!?  Fox Cubs are having a wonderful time learning through 

play!  This week alone our smallest learners have been mess makers, painters, actors, 

weavers and threaders, spider savers, hairdressers, beauticians, and mathematicians. 

 

I know it’s a scary world out there; I hope you can find some peace and joy in the simple 

things this weekend. 

 

Warm Wishes, 

Vicky Voller  

Headteacher  

The Newlands Federation  

head@shere.surrey.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:head@shere.surrey.sch.uk


 

 Shere School Dates  

February  
WB 28th World Book Day Events and Parent Consultations  
 

March  
4th Dress up in pyjamas for World Book Day  
17th Children’s Anxiety Workshop for Parents at Shere School 9am – all welcome.  
25th Assembly for our mothers  
31st Easter Pause Day – children learning about the Easter Story through creative 
activities.  
 

April 
1st Easter Celebrations  
Easter Bonnet parade  
Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm  
18th Bank Holiday  

19th Back to School        
WB 25th Shared Book Week: Perfectly Norman – celebrating difference/anti-bullying  
 

May  
WB: 2nd Year Two SATS continue throughout May – Good Luck lovely Owls  
5th Information Evening for new Fox families  
21st International Biscuit Day  
27th INSET day – school closed to all pupils  
30th Half Term  
 

June  
6th The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
 

July 
1st Inset Day – School closed to all pupils  
4th Inset Day – School closed to all pupils  
15th Sports Day  
WB 18th Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  
22nd Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm  

 

 


