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Quick Reads: 
 
Fox Class have made a great start to their Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
sessions this week.  
 

Fox Class already filling up for September 2022        
 
Safeguarding is a high priority at Shere; the whole community can play a part in 
keeping children safe.  
 
Welcome to new members of staff - Ruth Jochems who joins Fox Cubs Nursery 
and to Natasha Erasmus our new Learning Support Assistant in Hedgehogs.  
 
NSPCC Number Day is next Friday 4th February.  
 
Dates: 
 
Thursday 3rd February: Hedgehogs Forest School, PTA meeting 7.30 at the William Bray.  
Friday 4th February: NSPCC Number Day 
Thursday 10th February: Owls Forest School 

Friday 11th February: PTA Quiz Night  See Lucy Wilson for details.  
14th-18th February: Half Term  
WB 27th February: Parent Consultation Meetings  
Thursday 3rd March: World Book Day  
Friday 1st April: End of Term  
 



Dear Families 
 

 
 

 

This week staff have had the second instalment 
of their Little Wandle phonics training.  Mrs 
Brimicombe is our early adopter and has been 
trying out some sessions with Foxes who seem 
to be really enjoying the new challenge.  Each 
short phonics lesson is quick paced with lots of 
repetition using flash cards and other visual 
aids.  Children quickly learn phonemes (sounds) 
and then to blend these to read words.  We 
have our final training session with federation 
colleagues next week.  
 
Little Wandle is designed to be used in Nursery, 
Reception and Year One.  Due to the impact of 
covid on children’s phonic learning, we will 
extend our use of Little Wandle into Year Two so 
that we are confident Owls have all their phonic 
building blocks in place.  

New Entrants: 
I am pleased to let you know that Shere is expecting another bumper year of 
new entrants in 2022.  Despite a lower birth rate for this cohort, we have a high 
number of first choice applicants for Reception in September.  I am thrilled that 
our play-based approach and natural pedagogies appeal to so many families 
who want the best possible start for their children.  
 
The deadline for applications has now passed (15th January).  If you or someone 
you know has not yet applied for a school place you should contact the local 
authority admissions team.  If you require assistance, please speak to Mrs 
Bentley in the School Office. 
  

Safeguarding: 
I am sure you have heard some of the awful news stories lately about the 
terrible abuse suffered by children at the hands of those they should be able to 
trust most.  At Shere we take our safeguarding duty seriously.  
 
Section 175 of the Education Act sets out the requirement for all schools – 
including nurseries – to make arrangements to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of children.  All staff at Shere receive regular safeguarding training so 



that they are alert to signs of abuse and know how to respond if they are 
concerned about the welfare of a child. 
 
In our experience safeguarding is a bit like a jigsaw, with different people or 
organisations holding key puzzle pieces.  Safeguarding is most effective when 
everyone communicates to build the full picture of what is happening in a 
child’s life.  It is essential that, if you are concerned about a child’s welfare, you 
report it to us at school.  You can talk to any member of staff in confidence.  
 

New members of our Shere Family: 
I am pleased to let you know that after successful interviews this week, we will 
be welcoming two new members of staff to our Shere team in the near future.  
As our nursery grows Ruth Jochems will be joining the Fox Cubs Team.  Ruth has 
a bachelor’s degree in Early Years Education and a further bachelor’s degree in 
Music.  She has many years’ experience working as a teacher in Belgium.  We 
know that Ruth is going to be an amazing new addition to our school and 
nursery.  
 
We will also be welcoming Natasha Erasmus who joins us as a Learning Support 
Assistant in Hedgehogs.  I was completely blown away during Natasha’s 
interview; myself and Mrs Brimicombe found we were hanging off her every 
word.  I could not have wished for a better fit for our lovely children and staff in 
Hedgehogs. 
 
At a time where staff recruitment is incredibly challenging, we really have found 
two absolute stars!  
 

Parent Consultation Meetings: 
We will be holding parent consultation meetings in the week of Monday 28th 
February.  This will be an important opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher 
to discuss their learning, attainment, and progress.  Please look out for booking 
information before half term. 
 

NSPCC Numbers Day: 
Next Friday, 4th February, is NSPCC Number Day.  This is a fun day where children 
will take place in number-based activities to help raise funds to support the 
work of the NSPCC.  This charity does amazing work in supporting children and, 
in particular, those at risk of harm or who have suffered harm.  One of the key 
events our Number Day will support is the NSPCC ‘Speak out, Stay safe’ project.  
These assemblies support children to understand abusive behaviours and 



understand how to report it.  I am sure these assemblies have helped many 
children report abuse that might have otherwise gone unnoticed.  
 
Children at Shere will take place in number-based activities throughout the day 
and can come to school in a number themed outfit (if they wish).  Please bring a 
donation to school and please give generously if you can.  Many thanks.  
 

Wellbeing: 
It has felt like a very long January and the world does seem to be going a little 
bit mad at the moment.  All of this can take its toll on our emotional health and 
that of our children.  Here are a couple of helpful websites if you need to reach 
out and access some support.  You can also talk to any member of staff in 
confidence.  

 

 
Young Minds offers a parent helpline for 
parents and carers worried about their 
child’s mental health.  
Parents Helpline | Mental Health Help for 
Your Child | YoungMinds 
 

 

 
 
Mindworks Surrey offers emotional and 
mental health services for children and 
young people, including the CAMHS 
service. Home :: Mindworks Surrey 
(mindworks-surrey.org) 

I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Warm wishes 
 
Vicky  
Headteacher  
The Newlands CofE Federation  
Shere School: 01483 202198  
Clandon School: 01483 222442  

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline-and-webchat/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline-and-webchat/
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/

