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Friday 10th December 2021 

Quick Reads  
A warm welcome to Mrs Shelby Noakes who will join team in Hedgehog Class 
from January.  
 
Look on the school website for our new curriculum planning documents.  We 
hope you will find these informative.  
 
If you are attending the Christmas Cracker on Wednesday, please ensure that 
you: 

• Take a lateral flow test within 24hours prior to the event and do not attend 
if you test positive (even a faint line indicates a positive result).  

• Do not attend the school site if you have coronavirus symptoms, however 
mild (new and continuous cough, loss of or change to your sense of smell 
and/or taste, a high temperature). 

• Wear a mask unless you are exempt.  
• Always maintain social distancing.  

 

Dates 
Final Christmas Dates for Next Week: 
Tuesday 14th December: The Reindeer Run for Phyllis Tuckwell  
Wednesday 15th December: Shere School Christmas Cracker & Christmas Lunch  
Early Years Families: 9.30am  
Key Stage One: 1.30pm  
Friday 17th December: Christmas Jumper Day and a special visitor.  End of term – 
school finishes at 1.30pm  

  



Dear Families 
 
Christmas has come to Shere and we are so grateful! Behind the scenes there have 
been multiple emails, risk assessments, phone calls emails and frantic conversations 
on the school gate.  All of this has been worth it to see our children enjoy special events 
and there are plenty more to come.  
 
Before I go on, I want to say a huge thank you to our amazing PTA, who have worked 
tirelessly to put on events to make this Christmas extra special for the children.  With 
cases so high in our school and locality they really have had to overcome every 
obstacle to be able to go ahead.  Thank you from the staff, parents and especially the 
children for your efforts on our behalf.  
 

Curriculum Developments: 
This half term staff across the Federation have been taking a further look at our 
curriculum.  We are mindful that children in our school now have missed out on a full 
and rich education and we want to ensure that our offer is broad, engaging, and 
exciting.  
 
Teachers have worked across phases and schools to draw up curriculum progression 
maps for each subject.  These will ensure that children can be assessed, and learning 
can be planned to meet their needs.  We hope you will find these maps a useful 
resource too.  They can be found on our website under the learning tab.  
 
An example of the Year One Key Knowledge and Skills grid for Reading:  

 

 



Phonics:  
As part of our Federation focus on reading, we have signed up to 
a new phonics programme called Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds.  This is an ambitious reading scheme that we think will 
suit our brilliant readers at Shere School.  As we begin to get to 
grips with Little Wandle in the new year, we hope to be able to 
share plenty of resources that can be used at home.  
  

 
PTA Christmas Update 🎄 
Firstly, the PTA want to say a HUGE thank you to everyone who has helped this term, 
from attending meetings, running events, lots of generous donations and lots of 
remembering £1's!   Fundraising for a small school, with a small PTA, during a pandemic 
has been tough so all of your donations are hugely valued and appreciated. 
 
We are so happy that some Christmas events have still been able to go ahead.  Our 
Elfridges store today was a magical morning for the children.  There are some gifts left 
for any children who missed today so, if your child is in next week and would like to pick 
a gift, then donations can still be made online via the PTA PayPal link below.  Thank you 
so much to our Elfridges store staff - Hannah, Pippa, Lucy, Emma and Natasha - for all 
your help running this for the children.   
 
Due to the ever-changing covid guidance, the school still being in bubbles and limited 
volunteers because of isolating/illness etc, we unfortunately will not be holding our end 
of term Christmas cake sale next Friday but promise to make up for it with an additional 
cake sale next term! 
 
Final Christmas events for the PTA this year will include our sustainable Christmas 
Jumper sale next week followed by Christmas Jumper day next Friday 17th Dec.  And 
hopefully a special visit with some PTA funded gifts for the children!  As we increasingly 
become a cashless society your £1 donations for Christmas Jumper day can also now 
be given via the below PayPal link, or cash in a named envelope as before.  
 
Again, a huge thank you for all the support and donations and we look forward to lots 
more fundraising fun in the New Year!  Happy Christmas from the PTA.  
 

 
 
  

Shere PTA PayPal link and QR code: 
https://www.paypal.me/shereinfantschoolpsc 

https://www.paypal.me/shereinfantschoolpsc


Christmas Cracker Risk Assessment: 
If you are attending the Christmas Cracker on Wednesday, please ensure that you: 
 

• Take a lateral flow test within 24hours prior to the event and do not attend if you 
test positive (even a faint line indicates a positive result).  

• Do not attend the school site if you have coronavirus symptoms, however mild 
(new and continuous cough, loss of or change to your sense of smell and/or 
taste, a high temperature). 

• Wear a mask unless you are exempt.  
• Always maintain social distancing.  

 

A warm welcome to Mrs Shelby Noakes: 
Mrs Shelby Noakes will be joining the Hedgehogs team from January.  Mrs Noakes will 
teach Hedgehog class every Friday and every other Thursday (when they are not at 
Forest School).  This is to allow Mrs Matthews to take her leadership and PPA time.  Mrs 
Noakes is an experienced teacher and we are very excited about her joining our team.  
At her interview and school visit we were impressed with Mrs Noakes’ understanding of 
a play-based learning model and, most importantly, her warmth with the children.  
 
Mrs Matthews and Mrs Noakes will hold a Meet the Teacher meeting early in the Spring 
Term so you can all get to know one another.  I am sure you will join me in offering Mrs 
Noakes a warm welcome to Shere School. 
 
I hope you all have a restful weekend and are ready and raring to go for a fun-packed 
end of term.  
 
Best wishes  
 
Vicky 
The Newlands Federation  
Shere CofE Infant School and Nursery 
Clandon CofE Primary School  
head@shere.surrey.sch.uk 
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