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Our Vision 
 
To create an inclusive, industrious, and inventive learning community that goes beyond schooling, to 
provide an adaptive and holistic education based on the creation of knowledge and skills alongside personal 
understanding and meaning. 
  

Quick Reads  
 
Book your place at the Community Forum to be held on the evening of Thursday 21st October, by 
calling the school office on 01483 202198.  
 
Please remember that children with long hair should have this tied back in school.  Earrings should be 

removed on PE days.  Many thanks 😊 
 
Please encourage friends and family to book tours of our lovely school.  They can do this by calling 
Louise Bentley in the school office on 01483 202198. 
 

Dates 
 
School Photos in the Village Hall: Monday 11th October  
 
PTA Dress Up Day and Playground Cake Sale: Thursday 21st October 
 
Parent and Governor Forum: Thursday 21st October at 7pm 
 
School Bank Holiday (Nursery open): Friday 22nd October  
 
Half Term: Monday 25th-Friday 29th October  
 
PTA Christmas Card Online Shop closes (details to follow): Thursday 28th October 
 
Parent Consultation Evenings: Week beginning Monday 8th November  
 
PTA Christmas Jumper Day and Playground Christmas Cake Sale:  Friday 17th December  



Dear Families 

 
This week has felt very purposeful for both children and staff.  There has been plenty of that lovely 
learning buzz that only a class full of industrious children can create.  Children are settling back to the 
daily routines of school life which is just lovely to see.  
 

Dragons Cause Chaos in Year Two!  
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Secure Site: 
 
In our recent Health and Safety audit we monitored site safety.  You may remember the recent 
newsletter where I asked the whole school community to be vigilant about health and safety and to 
report any concerns to the school office. 
 
A big part of school safety is site security, and I would like to ask for your help in this matter too.  If, for 
any reason, you visit the school site during the school day please ensure that when you leave you exit 
by the gate designated by whoever you have met with.  This helps ensure the site remains secure at 
all times and avoids unnecessary distress to children catching sight of a parent and wanting to go 

home ☹ 

 
Success at Albury Teas!  
 
A heartfelt thank you to the wonderful team who represented the school at Albury Open Gardens last 
weekend, and to those who baked!  The table filled with delicious cakes certainly looked very 

On Monday Year Two discovered that the dragon 
eggs they had so carefully made last week had 
disappeared and a window had been left wide open!  
The children became instant detectives and realised 
that the eggs MUST have hatched, and the new baby 
dragons escaped.  
 
The children set about making missing posters for the 
dragons and then went on a dragon hunt.  They found 
fragments of shell, scratch marks, burnt leaves and 
chewed wood.  All this caused great excitement but 
unfortunately no dragons were found.  
 
Undefeated, Owl Class have decided to make dragon 
traps and are hoping to convince Mrs Williamson to 
allow them to build these in Forest School! 
 

 

 
Whilst learning becomes more formal in 
Year Two, in-line with child development, 
it certainly should not stop being playful, 
independent, and fun!  
 

 

 



tempting.  The PTA raised a brilliant £432 at Albury and a further £190.07 selling remaining cakes to 
ravenous children after school. 
  

PTA Dress Up and Cake Sale: 
 
On 21st October the PTA are running a school dress up day.  Children can come to school in fancy 
dress for a donation to the PTA’s fundraising effort.  Given the time of year I anticipate that some 
children will come in Halloween fancy dress, and I am aware this can cause mixed feelings within our 
school community.  
 
Halloween is very much a part of many children’s lived experience and so to ‘ban it’ or not recognise it 
at school is at best futile and at worst a safeguarding issue.  At Shere we recognise that a number of 
children in our community celebrate Halloween and we use this as an opportunity for children to 
discuss different ideas, beliefs, and festivals.  Most importantly we ensure we share key messages 
about keeping safe and respecting others. 
  
If your child would like to come in Halloween fancy dress that is fine.  It is also fine to come to school in 
alternative fancy dress or in your own clothes, or school uniform. 
  

The importance of school attendance: 
 
I met with Anika, our school attendance officer this week.  We meet at least once a term to discuss 
numerous attendance reports and to identify children who may be causing concern for attendance 
reasons, for example regular lateness, low attendance, or broken weeks (where a child misses a day or 
more for consecutive weeks).  I am pleased to say that overall attendance at Shere remains good.  
Many thanks for making this a high priority.  
 
Attending school regularly is vital for children and provides them with the skills and knowledge 
needed for success, both academically and socially.  There are some stark statistics showing a 
correlation between school attendance and both short- and long-term outcomes for children. For 
example:  
 

• Children who miss school are more likely to become victims or perpetrators of crime.  

• The more school children miss the harder it is to catch up.  

• 90% of persistent absentees (those with attendance below 90%) fail to achieve 5 or more 
GCSEs or equivalent. 
 

 
 

Anika will continue to work with the school and families to support 
good attendance with a focus on lateness this term.  We know the 
importance of the ‘first five minutes’ and how what happens in the 
morning can set the tone for the rest of the day.  Being just a few 
minutes late can mean walking into a room where everyone else is 
settled.  This can be upsetting, and those few minutes soon stack up 
(see EVERY MINUTE COUNTS).  I have therefore asked Anika to 
implement the ‘Late Gate’ intervention, monitoring lateness in 
person at the school gate.  
 



Finally, a huge thank you to Richard and Georgie (Kirby Garden Services!) for very kindly spending 
some time helping to maintain the school’s outdoor classroom area!  Gardening help is very much 
needed at the school.  More details to come on that soon but please do contact the PTA if this is 
something you are able to help with.  
 
Warm wishes 
 
Vicky 
Shere CE Infant School and Nursery  
Clandon CE Primary School  

head@shere.surrey.sch.uk 
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