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Hello from Owls 
 

Dear Families, 

The children are settling back in to school life really well and it feels like we’ve never been away!  It is 

lovely to have a ‘normal’ start to the year and your ‘little’ hedgehogs have already grown their feathers 

and become grown up Owls.  Well done to them!  We are getting into a routine and the children are 

rising to the challenges being set for them.   Year 2 is a balance of more structured learning and play – 

all our learning is playful and practical and the children are all being very enthusiastic learners.  

We are very excited to be officially launching our topic of ‘Castles and Dragons’ with our trip to 

Windsor Castle on Monday.  The children have been learning all about the features of castles, 

including grizzly details about toilets and dungeons.  We will be having a workshop all about Royal 

Homes in which the children will be able to explore Windsor Castle as a favourite home and working 

palace of Britain's two longest-reigning monarchs: Queen Victoria and her great, great 

granddaughter Queen Elizabeth II.  We are also hoping to handle original Victorian artefacts including 

some belonging to Queen Victoria herself!  The children will be able to use role play to take part in 

royal occasions and the dubbing ceremony of a knight.   

Please remember to send your child in to school in school uniform, with a packed lunch and bottle of 

water in a disposable bag (reusable water bottles are fine – we won’t throw them away!).  The coach 

will leave at 9am.  Please be on time!  We will be back at school for the usual 3pm pick up.  

Maths 

In Maths we are focussing on number and place value – making two digit numbers in a variety of ways 

and practising counting forwards and backwards from a given number.  Playing games is a great way 

to reinforce this – dust off your Snakes and Ladders board and practise saying the numbers that you 

land on.  What number comes afterwards?  What number came before?  We play lots of online games 

at the end of our maths sessions to reinforce our learning.  Here are a couple that your child may like 

to share with you at home.  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball 

http://www.ictgames.com/sharkNumbers/mobile/index.htm 

  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball
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English 

In English we have kicked off the term with a block of non-fiction writing.  We have spent time looking 

in non-fiction books and talking about their features.  How are they different to fiction books?  Do you 

have any non-fiction books at home?  Have a look together and see if you can find the contents, index, 

glossary, labels, photographs and headings.  The children are becoming castle experts and are 

working towards producing their own piece of writing all about medieval castles.  Do you know why 

the toilet in a castle was called a garderobe? 

Things to bring to school 
 
Monday – PE.  Please come to school dressed in your PE kit  

Thursday – Forest School.  Your child will need wellies (that fit!), waterproof trousers and a coat for 

Forest School even if the weather is dry.   There are ticks up in the woods so long sleeves and trousers 

are an absolute must.    PLEASE NOTE there will be an extra Forest School session on Monday 27th 

September so no PE, but yes to FS stuff! 

Friday – Book bag with reading books to change and yellow Reading Record book. 

Please leave toys from home at home.  They can be distracting in class and get lost or misplaced and 
cause upset.  Please keep them for playing with at home.  Thank you. 

We have been really impressed with how the children have been coming into school in the morning.  

We have noticed that having all children coming in together really helps them to feel confident when 

coming into school on their own.  Please do make sure that you arrive on time and continue to 

encourage your child to go in to school independently – no parents allowed in the building!  Thank you 

      

 
Thank you 
 
A big thank you to all those parents who have rallied round to help us to improve our outside area.  

We are hugely grateful to you for the time you have spent on this.  

Contact Us 
 

Lastly, if you have any concerns then do email us on  

hfox@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

chollis@shere.surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:hfox@shere.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:chollis@shere.surrey.sch.uk
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Please remember to copy us both into any communications.   Mrs Stanford-Hollis teaches Owls on 

Monday and Tuesday (and is also in school on Wednesdays but not in class), and Mrs Fox teaches Owls 

on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, but we both like to know what is happening when we are not in! 

Here’s to a great year ahead! 

Mrs Fox and Mrs Stanford-Hollis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


