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Quick Reads  
 
Safeguarding is the responsibility of the whole school community.  If you are 
concerned about a child’s welfare you should report this to the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead or Deputy.  There will be posters around the school from next week 
with further details for your reference.  
 
Sexual Harassment has been reported at ‘Everyone’s Invited’ by children as young as 
five.  At Shere we have agreed our strategy and would encourage you to support your 
child with this.  
 
Our School Community: Shere has always been a school where the whole community 
respects one another and adults act as role models for children.  We are teaching our 
children how to be part of a loving community.  Please be aware that abusive, 
threatening, or violent behaviour will not be tolerated.  Visitors (including parents) 
acting in this way may be subject to a bar from the school site. 
  

Dates 
 
Parent and Governor Forum: 21st October at 7pm 
 
Key Stage One Meet the Teacher:  
Hedgehogs: Tuesday 21st September at 9.30am  
Owls: Wednesday 22nd September at 9.30  
 
Early Years Ethos Evening: Wednesday 22nd at 7pm  
  



Dear Families 
 
It has been a busy week at Shere and we have all enjoyed being with the children and 
watching them settle back to life at school.  For many children it is their first experience 
of a school running how schools are meant to run!  Shared experiences such as lunch, 
break, assemblies, and the prospect of trips out and about.  
 
Going forward I will be sending a newsletter every Friday and class letters will be sent 
twice a term.  The first class letter will let you know what the children will be getting up 
to including curriculum information, visits and events; the letter at the end of term will 
be a summary of the term with news and photos.  Our strategy here is to keep you well 
informed and in touch with all that is happening at school.  
 
I am afraid that this week’s newsletter is not my usual style and I apologise that it is long 
and a little dry.  However, this is vital information that I am obliged to share with you, 

thank you in advance for reading it all 😊  
 
Safeguarding  
 
This week in both schools we have focused on safeguarding and making sure all 
policies and practices are updated in line with new guidance.  Staff have received two 
training sessions, the first during INSET on recognising signs of abuse and how to 
respond if they have a concern about a child.  During our staff meeting this week we 
talked about sexual harassment and how this might present, even in very young 
children. 
  
Safeguarding children in our school is the responsibility of the whole school 
community; we all have a part to play in ensuring our school is safe and that children 
are protected from harm.  If you are concerned about a child’s welfare, you should talk 
to the Designated Safeguarding Leads.  At Shere, I am the DSL and Alison Lagar is my 
deputy.  You can email us directly or call the school office on 01483 202198 and ask to 
speak to one of us.  If you would rather report a concern directly you can speak to the 
Children’s’ Single Point of Access (C-SPA) on 01483 4709100.  I will be displaying 
posters around school next week which will contain all this information for your 
reference. 
  
School staff have a duty of care to all children at Shere School and Fox Cubs Nursery.  
Sometimes we need to share information and work in partnership with other agencies 
when there are concerns about a child’s welfare.  We will ensure that our concerns 
about our pupils are discussed with their parents first, unless we have reason to believe 
that such a move would be contrary to the child’s welfare.  
 
Our latest Safeguarding Policy has been finalised and will appear on our website once 
approved.  



Sexual Harassment  

 
You may have read about the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ initiative over the summer.  Children 
as young as five have reported sexual harassment at school.  Clearly this is very 
concerning and as a staff we have agreed to tackle this issue with a clear strategy and 
message.  We have looked at the sexual harassment continuum from Bold Voices and 
recognised some of the behaviours at the lower end, such as gender stereotypes, sexist 
jokes and different expectations of boys and girls.  At Shere we have heard comments 
such as, “girls can’t play football” or “boys can’t have dolls”.  Our strategy to tackle this 
is as follows. 
 
We will: 

• Recognise our own biases and work hard not to allow these to influence our 
practice and our responses 

• Challenge gender bias, stereotypes, and other forms of sexual harassment.  

• Challenge the behaviour not the person  

• Name the behaviour and explain what the problem is.  

• Support the victim and show empathy 
 
You can support us and your child by following the same model at home.   
 

 
Conduct on the Playground 
 
We welcome visitors to Shere School and especially you as parents; it is so lovely to see 
you back on site!  However, we do have expectations of all members of our school 
community and will act to ensure our school remains a safe place for pupils, staff and 
all of you.  If you have concerns, I am always available to listen and seek to address 
them.  Please be aware, however, that abusive, threatening or violent behaviour will 
not be tolerated.  Visitors (including parents) acting in this way may be subject to a bar 
from the school site. 
 
Parent and Governor Forum 
 
The Governors invite all parents to our annual parent forum which will take place on 
21st October at 7pm.  The meeting will begin in the School Hall where I will present our 
development priorities.  There will then be the opportunity to chat with governors, 
other parents, and members of the community. 
   
Meet the Teacher 
 
There will be an opportunity for Hedgehog and Owl class parents to ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
in the week beginning 20th September.  You will hear from the class teacher about the 
curriculum and how we will focus teaching and learning to best compensate for lost 



time during the pandemic.  The meetings will be held in the classrooms so there will be 

a chance to see your child’s learning environment which I hope you will love 😊  
 
Both meetings will start at 9.30am, with tea and coffee in the hall from 9am.  

• Hedgehogs: Tuesday 21st September  

• Owls: Wednesday 22nd September 
 

Early Years Ethos Evening 
 
The Early Years Department (Fox Cubs and Fox Class) would like to invite parents to 
their Early Years Ethos Event on Wednesday 22nd September at 7pm.   This will be an 
opportunity to see the environments, meet the whole team and to hear all about our 
special early years’ ethos.  
 
With all these exciting events on the horizon please can I encourage you all to take part 
in asymptomatic testing.  Lateral flow tests are our first line of defence in keeping our 
community safe and our school open!   
 
Phew!  That was exhausting; if you stuck with me this far THANK YOU!  
 
I will be with you at Shere next week and will be on the playground at drop off and pick 
up if you would like to chat.  
 
 

Best wishes  
 
Vicky  
 
Headteacher  
Shere CofE Infant School and Nursery  
Clandon CofE Primary School  
head@shere.surrey.sch.uk  
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