
The 2021 Alaska Federation of Natives convention was held virtually for the second year,
December 13 - 14, 2021. Theme “ANCSA at 50: Empowering Our Future - The passage of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act fifty years ago. Julie Kitka, AFN President, introduced
Congressman Don Young, spoke of homelessness, Economic Development- 8(a) contracting,
the need for diversifying, and the 1991 law (act) Land protection. The Alaska State Legislature
gave support for geothermal, marine highway systems, sustainable fisheries as well as the GCI
broadband. Reflecting 50 years ago of ANCSA panelist Willy Hensley shared that what took
place between 1966 - 1971 was fueled by passion, that the monumental bill in Congress had
challenges, and mentioned the Unsung Heroes of that period. A short video of the late Flore
Lekanoff and other inspirational leader was shared. Army Vet. Nelson Angapak mentioned the
accomplishments of Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) moving forward, making corrections, and
passing on knowledge of Corporate Management. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, shared healthcare- to
build through your values and leadership; continue to defend Self-Determination, and the
Infrastructure bill which includes roads qne broadband, noting Corporations and Tribes have the
capacity to pursue funding. The Exec. VP/General Counsel, AFN, Nicole Borromeo mentioned
next year, 2022, the theme will focus on the creation of Alaska Native Corporations. Both the
U.S. North American Aerospace Defense and the U.S. Coast Guard addressed expansion for
fuel capabilities in Unalaska/Dutch Harbor- with the USCG highly interested in deep water ports.
Col. Delarosa,, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, spoke of ANC funding- land clean up,
remediation-contracting 8(a); Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) program of two locations in
Unalaska, along with the Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program (NALEMP)
program with Tribes. A total of 22 resolutions were submitted. Resolution 21-17 pertains to the
use of COVID-19 and broadband funding to cover costs to provide training and technical support
for Elders and Youth- to continue learning to thrive in an online environment. Another is
Resolution 21-20 the Protection of Power Cost Equalization (PCE) for affordable energy. During
the Native Empowerment session, Mr. Carl Moses was noted as one who stepped up and said
how things are done. Debra Haaland, Dept. of Interior, shared her support for the Infrastructure
bill and shared that even though change occurs, we must come together as one. Okalena
Patricia Lekanoff-Gregory and Pauline Tutiakoff were the Elder’s and Youth Conference
representatives. Scott Kendall, Attorney, mentioned Ballot Measure #2 which will provide
transparency of funds disclosure contributions, to have an open Primary ballot to eliminate
having to be affiliated with a designated Party, and the Rank Choice of Election, giving voters the
option to rank candidates of choice to meet more than 50% the majority. More information on the
website Alaskans for Better Elections.
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