
 

Mission Heroes 
 

Each fortnight we have a St Swithun’s Star 

which is linked to our school mission 

statement or Gospel reading.  We work 

towards the St Swithun’s Star in our classes.  

Each Friday two classes choose a Mission 

Hero who reflects our St Swithun’s Star, we 

celebrate the Mission Heroes in assembly.   
 

Starfish and Gorilla class looked at the St 
Swithun’s Star ‘Little things can make a 
big difference’.   
 

“Guide Dogs have a long 
and successful history of 
providing guide dogs for 
people  
who are partially sighted or 
blind and aged 16 or over. In 
2006 they broadened their  
reach even more following a three-year pilot 
project with young people under 16  
having their own guide dogs. We feel that 
this charity makes a big difference to many 
people.” 
 
Starfish Class 
 
Mission Heroes 

 

“Our mission heroes are Teaching 

Assistants because they do little 

things that make a big difference.  

They support children with their 

work in the classroom.  Some 

Teaching Assistants use Makaton, 

a special sign language, to help 

pupils with their speech and 

communication.  This can make a big 

difference to our children.  Our Teaching 

assistants are warm and friendly and they 

help us every day in every way.  They are 

like Molly the Make a Difference Monkey.”  

Last week Panthers and Wolves chose 
Mission Heroes for the St Swithun’s Star 
‘Little things can make a big difference’.   
 

 “Our mission hero is 
Boyan Slat.  He has been 
working hard to clear the 
rubbish from our oceans. 
After finding more plastic 
than fish when he went 
scuba diving in Greece, he 
invented a barrier that 
used the ocean current to 
his advantage and let 

them be the driving force behind catching 

plastic.  In 2014 Boyan Slat was crowned 
2014 Champion of the Earth. This is the 
United Nations' highest environmental 
accolade. His project stands as the largest 
clean up in history. 
 
This small invention has made a big 
difference!” 

 
Panther Class 

“Wolves have chosen Drift! They are an 
educational IT company. There are often 
times when computers and technology go 
wrong at school. Drift are there to help us 
when this happens.  For example, this year 
our board and our controller have stopped 
working. These might seem like small things 
but they can affect our 
learning! All the small jobs Drift 
do help to make our school 
day successful. “ 

World Book Day 

On Friday, St Swithun’s Primary School 
celebrated World Book Day. In a world 
where technology and computer games 
seem to be dominating many children’s 
leisure time, it is important to encourage 
them to read. We have a great library at 
school, and the children can read a huge 
range of fiction and non-fiction books. 

During the week our children were 
encouraged to take part in our school book 
quiz, which was based on both new authors 
and books from our own childhood, like The 
Secret Garden and Beatrix Potter.  On World 
Book Day they often come dressed as their 
favourite character, but this year was a little 
different. The children came dressed in their 
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pyjamas, ready to settle down, relax and 
listen to one of their teacher’s favourite 
stories.  The day also gave children a great 
opportunity to both share their favourite 
books and discover new stories that tell 
them about far off lands, introduce new 
characters and fire up their imagination!  The 
day was completed by Mrs Meli, our school 
librarian, doing her best impression of a 
giant as she read an extract from the BFG 
by Roald Dahl. 

Don’t forget that your child’s World Book 
tokens can be exchanged for a free World 
Book Day book or £1 off any book worth 
£2.99+ at your local bookseller. You can 
also use your book token online at 
Scholastic http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/st-
swithuns-catholic and raise money for the 
school at the same time! 

Local Authority Parent Survey 

Portsmouth City Council, in collaboration 
with Portsmouth Parent Voice, have 
launched their annual survey, inviting 
parents and carers of children aged 0 – 25 
with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities to give feedback about the 
services and support available now and to 
help shape future services. If you would like 
to respond, the link 
is https://portsmouthlocaloffer.org/send-
survey-2020-launched/ 

 Year 5 Football Report – Y5/6 

On Tuesday 3rd March, Joseph, Jayden, 
Damian, Josh, William, Milan, Ryan and 
Charlie from Year 5 went to Goals, to 
compete in a 6-a-side Football Tournament, 
playing against other local schools. 

Our first match was against Copnor and we 
won 4-1; we were so happy and determined 
to win.  We lost 2-1 in our second game but 
we carried on, trying our best. Our third 
game was against Ark Ayrton; we had to 
score fast so we could win.  We scored the 
first goal and had to work hard to keep the 
lead; luck was on our side and we won.  
Westover were our next opponents.  This 
game was hard, but we managed to draw 1-
1.  We won our next game against Northern 
Parade 2-0 and were very happy with 

ourselves.  We played Craneswater next and 
lost 1-4 but went on to win our match against 
Flying Bull.  We lost 1-4 against Meon, then 
won our second match against Westover on 
penalties and also lost to Beacon View on 
penalties. 

At the end of the tournament all of the 
schools came together to read out the 
scores.  We came sixth out of sixteen 
schools and were very happy and joyful.  We 
still have a lot to learn but we are very proud 
of the final result. 

Adult Football 

Fancy a (not too competitive) game of 
football? 

Great for fitness and meeting like-minded 
people! St Swithun’s dads (and other people 
loosely associated with our school!) have 
been playing football every week at Priory 
for quite a few years but are now struggling 
for numbers.  They meet every Tuesday, 
from 8-9pm, and play 7 or 8 a–side on half 
the football pitch.  If you would like to come 
along, please contact Dominic McCreesh on 
07521 021418 
or dominicmccreesh@gmail.com 

 End of Day 

Once you have collected your children at the 
end of the school day could we politely ask 
that you leave the school playground 
promptly.  We have a number of clubs as 
well as our own Twilight club that need to 
use this space. In order to keep our children 
safe and comply with our insurance only 
children attending Twilight and who are 
therefore supervised by staff can use the 
Play trail or play in the playground after 
school.  We are so lucky to have Wimbledon 
Park next to our school for children and 
parents to enjoy at the end of the school day 

Pedestrian Gate from St Simon’s Road  

Anyone coming into school from St Simon’s 
Road will be aware pedestrians have to 
share the gate with vehicles. The side that 
could accommodate a separate gate houses 
a sewage pump managed by the local water 
company and we have finally been able to 

http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/st-swithuns-catholic
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/st-swithuns-catholic
https://portsmouthlocaloffer.org/send-survey-2020-launched/
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mailto:dominicmccreesh@gmail.com


 

negotiate some funding and an agreement to 
level the area to include a gate for 
pedestrians. The work is expected to take 
place over the Easter holiday.  

Portsmouth Music Festival 

We would like to share with you the good 
news about Ting’s performance at the 2020 
Portsmouth Music Festival.  
Ting has won 7 trophies from the 2020 
Portsmouth Music Festival held last few 
days.These trophies include two for 
recorder, two for flute, two for piano and one 
overall best performance trophy for recorder 
grade 1-4.  
 
Ting has also been invited to join 
Portsmouth Music Festival’s Gala Concert 
on Sunday 29th March.  
 
The organizer at the Festival 
said Ting received distinctions for her 
excellent performance of two pieces for 
recorder, which they would like her to play 
again at the Gala Concert.  The pieces were 
the Celtic Dance and the Pastorale. 
 
Well done Ting! 

 
Class Assembly 
 
These are held in the School Hall every 
Wednesday afternoon. Please join us for 
your child’s class assembly, which begins at 
3.10 pm for which you may arrive at the 
School Office from 3 pm.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

11th March 2020 Leopards 

18th March 2020 Zebras 

25th March 2020 Dolphins 

Postponed - tbc Wolves 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar 
on the school website for the latest 
information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 
 
 
 

Class Liturgy 
 
These will be held in class. Please join us at 
9.15 am for your child’s class liturgy.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

11th March 2020 Ladybirds 

18th March 2020 Dolphins 

25th March 2020 Seahorses 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar 
on the school for the latest information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 

 
Office News… 
 

Letters sent home this fortnight: 
All letters are sent by email so 
please ensure we have your up to 
date contact details.   
 

 Tri-Golf (selected children) 

 6-a-side Football (selected children) 

 World Book Day 

 Aqua Splash (selected Y3/4 children) 

 Stephen Morgan visit 

 6-a-side Football Tournament 
(selected Y5 children) 

 NSPCC  
 

FOSSS Facebook Page 

If you are on Facebook, please join the 

Friends of St Swithun’s School Parents’ 

Page (Southsea).  FOSSS use this page to 

publicise all their upcoming events.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/50173942

6581565/?fref=nf 

By following this page you won’t miss out on 
any FOSSS events.  
  

 
Thursday 2nd April 2020 
 
Egg Hunt after school 
Further details to follow 
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INSET Days 
 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website DO NOT 
include our INSET days.  These can be 
found here in our newsletters and on our 
website. 
 

 24th February 2020 (Bookings 
closed) 

 29th June 2020 
 
 
If you need childcare for these days, you can 
now book online via SCOPAY.COM, and 
select INSET DAY CARE.   
 

School Holidays 
Childcare  
 
 
 

Care is available for these dates: 

 17th Feb – 21st February 2020 
(bookings closed) 

 6th April – 17th April 2020 

 (Not available Friday 10th or Monday 
13th April 2020)  

 26th – 29th May 2020 

 No holiday care available for the 
summer holidays 

 
Please email your requirements to 
sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk   

mailto:sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk

