
 

 
Have you ever read the story, "Horton 
Hatches the Egg" by Dr. Seuss? It is a 
wonderful story about an elephant named 
Horton. The story begins with a lazy bird 
named Mayzie sitting on her egg in a tree. 
Sitting on the egg was tiresome and boring 
and Mayzie hated it. "I'd take a vacation, fly 
off for a rest if I could find someone to stay 
on my nest!" said Mayzie. 
 
That’s when Horton walked by. Mayzie 
asked Horton if he would sit on her egg while 
she took a little rest. Horton objected at first, 
but Mayzie promised that she would not be 
gone long, so Horton finally agreed and soon 
he was sitting on the nest while Mayzie flew 
off to Florida for a vacation. 
In Florida, Mayzie had such fun that she 
decided she would never return to her nest.  
 
Days turned into weeks and weeks turned 
into months, but Horton kept sitting there, 
day after day. Winter came and icicles hung 
from Horton's trunk and his feet, but still he 
remained faithful to his promise to Mayzie. 
"I'll stay on this egg and I won't let it freeze," 
he said with a sneeze. "I meant what I said 
and I said what I meant. An elephant is 
faithful, 100%." 
 
Now, I don't know if elephants are really 
faithful 100% or not, but I know someone 
who is. God is faithful, 100%! The Bible is 
full of the promises of God, and God is 
always faithful to keep his promises. 
We are at the beginning of a new year.  
 
Many of us will make promises to God about 
things that we will do in the new year. I'm 
afraid that many times they are promises 
made, but never kept. If God is faithful to 
keep his promises to us, don't you think that 
it is important for us to keep our promises to 
him? 
 
This year, as we make our promises to God, 
let us say, like Horton, "I meant what I said 
and I said what I meant. I'll be faithful to 
God, 100%." 
 
Fr Marcin 

 

Parent Survey Feedback 

About a quarter of parents responded to our 
survey, which gives us confidence in the 
curriculum information evenings we offer and 
in the way we communicate with you.  

A summary: 
1. Nearly all parents wanted more 

information on reading, writing and 
maths. Maths was the most 
requested with 81%. 

2. 45% preferred all 3 core subjects 
covered in one session for a specific 
phase. This was preferred to one 
subject covering all ages (30%) and 
one subject covered in depth phase 
by phase (25%) 

3. 57% of parents wanted the session 
at 6.00 pm, far more popular than 
9.00 am or 2.30 pm.  

4. An hour for parents or having the 
hour split between an input and then 
working alongside your child was 
equally popular.  

5. Our current communication methods 
of mixing email and text was 
preferred by virtually everyone.  

6. Facebook was by far the most 
popular social media platform for the 
school to use. 

We will be advertising the curriculum 
sessions shortly and will be looking into 
using Facebook more productively.  

Mission Heroes 

Each fortnight we have a St Swithun’s Star 

which is linked to our school mission 

statement or Gospel reading.  We work 

towards the St Swithun’s Star in our classes.  

Each Friday two classes choose a Mission 

Hero who reflects our St Swithun’s Star and 

we celebrate the Mission Heroes in 

assembly.   

Ladybirds class looked at the St Swithun’s 
Star ‘Like the three Wise Men be brave 
and don’t give up’.   They chose Mary and 
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Joseph who had to go on a long journey to 
an unknown place.   

“Mary and Joseph were really 
brave.  They travelled all the 
way to Bethlehem on a 
donkey.  When they got there 
they couldn’t find anywhere to 
stay.  They didn’t give up!  
They kept looking and found 
room in a stable, this is where 
Jesus was born.” 

Ladybirds Class 

Last week the St Swithun’s Star changed to 
‘Learn from our mistakes’.  One of our 
youngest and oldest classes chose a 
Mission Hero. 
 

“We chose a boy called Austin who used  
feedback to learn from his mistakes and  
create a masterpiece.  His teacher and  
friends told him how to improve and he  
used that to make his drawing better.    
 

Austin listened and improved his drawing 
many times.  As you can see Austin  
followed our mission for this week by  
not giving up and trying again -  just like  
“Sammy the Self-Improving Seal.” 
 
Wolves Class 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bumblebee class acted out a Bible story and 
asked the school to guess who they had 
chosen as their Mission Hero.  These were 
some of their clues: 
 

 He had made wrong choices. 

 Jesus loved him anyway. 

 Jesus found him up a tree. 

 He was someone who had learnt from 
his mistakes! 

 In the end he made the right choice and 
dedicated his life to Jesus. 

 
Did you guess correctly? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Eco Bricks Poster Competition 

  

 
 
The School Council are organising a poster 
competition, to support their project - Eco 
Bricks.   
Eco Bricks are plastic bottles that are filled 
with non-recyclable plastic eg crisp packets, 
sweet wrappers, plastic bags...  These Eco 
Bricks can then be used to make objects like 
large plant pots. 
 
We would like children to design a poster to 
go on special bins in the playground.  The 
poster will need to state clearly that the bins 
are only for bottles and non recyclable 
plastics (not food waste, paper...)  There will 
be prizes for the three winners (one from 

 



 

YrR, Yr1 or Yr2 one from Yr3 or Yr4 and one 
from Yr5 or Yr6). 
 
The School Council feels passionately about 
stopping plastic being dumped in our oceans 
and countryside.  Eco Bricks are a way of 
stopping non-recyclable plastic from ending 
up in our oceans. 
 
We are hoping that the whole school will 
support our project by designing a colourful 
poster for our new Eco-Brick bins!  Please 
make sure your poster has your full name 
and class on the back and is handed to your 
class teacher or the office by Friday 14th 
February.   
 
From Your School Council  

Year 5/6 Marwell Trip 

Last week, Years 5 and 6 went on a school 
trip to Marwell Zoo for our topic on 
Rainforests.  First, we looked at some 
animals such as penguins, giraffes, 
cheetahs and zebras and then we went in 
the new Tropic House where it was more 
than thirty degrees! The the animals there 
were used to the warmth of their rainforest 
home.  As we entered the Tropic House we 
saw a sloth hanging from a tree, fast asleep. 
We also saw tropical birds, a marmoset, 
giant tortoises and an iguana!  After that we 
went to the Science classroom where we 
were allowed to touch a snake skin and an 
elephant tusk.  We also felt live cockroaches 
and a Royal Python before having our lunch. 

After lunch we saw animals that live in the 
trees.  We saw lemurs,a red panda, 
meerkats, a tiger and a snow leopard.  We 
even saw a rare sight of rhinos mildly 
fighting to be the leader; this usually 
happens in the wild but not in the zoo. 

We were all very tired at the end of our day 
exploring the zoo. 

Written by Marie and Isabel 

 

New Staff 

We would like to welcome two new staff to 
St Swithun's this month.  Mrs Janet 
Mengham joined our office team at the 
beginning of the term, bringing a wealth of 
administration and school experience; do 
pop in and say hello!  And Mrs Maria 
Rostirolla joined us on 14th January as a 
midday assistant working in the KS1 
playground. 

Gazebo Replacement / Repair  

Our gazebo in the KS2 playground is well 
used, but, unfortunately, not in a good state 
– the section you see isn’t too bad, but the 
supports underneath are rotten. We have 
been quoted £3,500 to repair it. If anybody 
could suggest a way forward, you may know 
a builder… then please let us know!   

Pedestrian Gate from St Simon’s Road  

Anyone coming into school from St Simon’s 
Road will be aware pedestrians have to 
share the gate with vehicles. The side that 
could accommodate a separate gate houses 
a sewage pump managed by the local water 
company and we have finally been able to 
negotiate some funding and an agreement to 
level the area to include a gate for 
pedestrians. The work is expected take 
place over the Easter holiday.  

 
 
Safer Internet Day is on Tuesday 11th 

February 2020. The UK Safer Internet 

Centre has released a series of films that 

you may find useful in discussing issues, 

especially with older children. The films can 

be found at: 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/sid-films: 

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/sid-films


 

 Are you #freetobe yourself online 
 How can parents talk to children 

about their online lives? 
 #freetobe 
 What does my avatar say about me? 

 
 
Class Assembly 
 
These are held in the School Hall every 
Wednesday afternoon. Please join us for 
your child’s class assembly, which begins at 
3.10 pm for which you may arrive at the 
School Office from 3 pm.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

22nd January 2020 Gorillas 

29th January 2020 Starfish 

5th February 2020 Kangaroos 

Postponed - tbc Wolves 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar 
on the school website for the latest 
information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 
 
Class Liturgy 
 
These will be held in class. Please join us at 
9.15 am for your child’s class liturgy.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

12th February 2020 Bumblebees 

11th March 2020 Ladybirds 

18th March 2020 Dolphins 

25th March 2020 Seahorses 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar 
on the school for the latest information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 

 

Well Done!

 
Following our most recent Book Fair, we 

would like to thank everyone who supported 

the event.  It has been confirmed that we 

raised £964 in free books for our school. 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to all who took part in the 

Wimbledon Park run and collected 

sponsorship for Cancer Research UK.  We 

have received confirmation that St Swithun’s 

raised an amazing £1768.37 for this very 

worthy cause. 

 

POPPY APPEAL 

We are delighted to share the news that our 

school collected a fantastic £141.52 for the 

2019 Poppy Appeal. 

 

Big Book Boost 

 
Big Book Boost is The Book People’s brand 
new fundraising scheme. Every time an 
order is placed with them over £10, they'll 
donate £1 to a nominated school for them to 
spend on books! The Book People aim to 
donate 1 MILLION BOOKS to UK Schools 
by 2022. 
 
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookbo
ost 
 
Thinking of teaching as a career? The 
Teach Portsmouth Recruitment Fair 2020 
 
Date: Tuesday 11 February / Time: 4:30 pm 
to 6:30 pm 
Location: Charter Academy, Portsmouth 
  
About the event: 
"90% of delegates would recommend the 
recruitment fair to a friend" 
  
The Teach Portsmouth Recruitment Fair 
returns to Charter Academy on Tuesday 11 
February from 4:30 pm for what promises to 

http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost


 

be an enlightening event for those seeking 
information on teaching. 
 
Join primary, secondary and post-16 
education providers from across the city as 
you speak to them and learn more about 
their vacancies for the following academic 
year. You could be starting at university, 
graduating or returning to the profession 
after time away - the event is open to 
everyone who has a passion for teaching. 
Register online for free 
here: https://bit.ly/2tj5q1j 
 
Office News… 
 

Letters sent home this fortnight: 

 Y6 Tag Rugby (selected 
pupils) 

 Parent Governor Vacancies 

 Aspirations Week 
 
All letter are sent by email so please ensure 
we have your up to date contact details.   
 
FOSSS Facebook Page 

If you are on Facebook, please join the 

Friends of St Swithun’s School Parents’ 

Page (Southsea).  FOSSS use this page to 

publicise all their upcoming events.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/50173942

6581565/?fref=nf 

By following this page you won’t miss out on 
any FOSSS events.  
  
Film Nights 
 
13th February – KS1/EYFS 
5th March – KS2 
 
There is a FOSSS meeting at school on 
Tuesday 21 February at 3.30 pm.  Please do 
come along to find out how you can help and 
get involved in supporting your child’s 
school. 
 
 
 

Friday 13th March – Bert and Ernie Quiz 
Night – further details to follow 
 
Thursday 2nd April Easter Egg Hunt after 
school 
 
INSET Days 
 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website DO NOT 
include our INSET days.  These can be 
found here in our newsletters and on our 
website. 
 

 24th February 2020 

 29th June 2020 
 
If you need childcare for these days, you can 
now book online via SCOPAY.COM, and 
select INSET DAY CARE.   
 

School Holidays 
Childcare  
 
 
 

Care is available for these dates: 

 17th Feb – 21st February 2020  

 6th April – 17th April 2020 

 (Not available Friday 10th or Monday 
13th April 2020)  

 26th – 29th May 2020 

 No holiday care available for the 
summer holidays 

 
Please email your requirements to 
sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk   

https://bit.ly/2tj5q1j
https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
mailto:sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk

