
 

John the Baptist had the honour of 
preparing the way for Jesus. Because of 
John’s preaching and baptising, the 
people’s hearts were ready for Jesus, who 
John referred to as the Lamb of God. John 
was helped by God to recognise Jesus as 
God’s chosen one through his life of prayer, 
studying God’s Word and preaching. 
  
Sometimes our days are so busy. What can 
we do to listen more closely to Jesus in our 
lives? 
  
John gave a testimony (a statement of truth) 
about Jesus. What would be your testimony 
about Jesus and/or your experience of 
Him? 
 
At every Mass we pray to Jesus, the Lamb 
of God three times. Then, just before He 
comes to our hearts and souls in the Holy 
Communion, we hear the words: 'This is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world. Blessed are those who are called 
to his supper' 
 
We need to be sure that we are blessed, 
which means we are happy to take Him into 
our lives.  John the Baptist prepared the 
way – will we find the way, the time, to be 
BLESSED every Sunday? 
 
Fr Marcin 
 

Parent Survey 

Last week you should have received an 

invitation to complete a brief survey on 

curriculum information sessions for parents 

and preferred methods of communication. 

Thank you to the 50 parents who have 

already completed the survey. It will close 

on Wednesday 22 January and the results 

will be reported back in the next newsletter.  

St Swithun’s Primary School Alumni  

As a primary school teacher, you never 

know what seeds you sow or, where your 

inspiring teaching may lead . . . . I received 

a card last week from Sonia, a former pupil 

and deputy headteacher of St Swithun’s, 

who had spotted an obituary in the Daily 

Telegraph.  

 

Colin Mawby was in the same class as 

Sonia. She remembers he had an interest in 

music but lost touch with him. She was 

surprised to read in the paper that he had 

become a renowned conductor, composer 

and organist, playing for The Queen, for 

President Kennedy and for two Popes at St 

Peter’s in Rome. What an accomplishment! 

Colin’s faith was always important to him; 

he received a papal knighthood in 2006 and 

said, ‘Religious belief is fundamental to my 

work. Without faith I couldn’t compose.’ 

St Swithun’s School places a lot of 

importance on encouraging children’s 

musical skills and talents. Who knows 

where this inspiration may lead . . . .  

 

Mission Heroes 

Each fortnight we have a St Swithun’s Star 

which is linked to our school mission 

statement or Gospel reading.  We work 

towards the St Swithun’s Star in our 

classes.  Each Friday two classes choose a 

Mission Hero who reflects our St Swithun’s 

Star and we celebrate the Mission Heroes 

in our Friday whole school assembly.   
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This fortnight, our St Swithun’s Star is ‘Like 

the three Wise Men be brave and don’t 

give up’.    

“Our mission heroes this week are a large 

group of people who have been helping 

their communities to fight the horrendous 

fires across Australia.  They are not trained 

firefighters, they are normal people who 

volunteer and risk their lives for others.   

They are brave and never give up and we 

hope they will get these fires under control 

soon.”  

Seahorse and Starfish Class 

Oscar Romero Award 

 
We are really pleased that our school has 
been awarded the Romero Award, 
Participator Level. The aim of the award is 
to advance Catholic Social Justice Teaching 
(CST) and work towards the world 
becoming a fairer society, something our 
children feel very strongly about and that 
also follows the teachings of St. Oscar 
Romero.  
 
To gain the award, the school must 
demonstrate ways in which it is putting into 
practice the three strands; 
 

         Strategic – CST is at the heart of 
the decision making bodies of the school, 
guides its vision and has a direct impact on 
the culture of the school. The assessor 
noted that the school clearly has policies in 
place aimed at challenging injustice. 
 

         Curriculum – Children learn about 
CST in lessons across the curriculum so 
they gain a holistic understanding of the 

mission of the Church to enable all people 
to live life to the full. The work is embedded 
in some areas of our curriculum, particularly 
RE, with some great work on refugees and 
homelessness. 
 

         Practical – in faith and action, the 
whole school community celebrates its 
dedication to living in solidarity with the 
poor, ensuring that all people’s human 
rights are respected. The school is strong in 
this area, raising awareness of the needs of 
others locally through our work with Mini 
Vinnies, Faith in Football, local homeless 
charities and in the wider world through 
CAFOD. 
 
Our next aim is to achieve the Developer 
Level. More information on the Oscar 
Romero Award can be found 
at https://www.romeroaward.co.uk/ 
 

Extended Day 

We are thrilled to announce that our 
extended day provision has kept its Food 
Hygiene Rating at 5.  This is the highest 
rating possible.  Well done to all the staff 
who provide before and after school care for 
our children.   
 
Class Assembly 
 
These are held in the School Hall every 
Wednesday afternoon. Please join us for 
your child’s class assembly, which begins at 
3.10 pm for which you may arrive at the 
School Office from 3 pm.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

22nd January 2020 Gorillas 

29th January 2020 Starfish 

5th February 2020 Kangaroos 

12th February 2020 Wolves 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the 
calendar  
on the school website for the latest 
information.   

https://www.romeroaward.co.uk/


 

www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk
.   
Class Liturgy 
 
These will be held in class. Please join us at 
9.15 am for your child’s class liturgy.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

5th February 2020 Seahorses 

12th February 2020 Bumblebees 

11th March 2020 Ladybirds 

18th March 2020 Dolphins 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the 
calendar on the school for the latest 
information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 

 

Big Book Boost 

 
Big Book Boost is The Book People’s brand 
new fundraising scheme. Every time an 
order is placed with them over £10, they'll 
donate £1 to a nominated school for them to 
spend on books! The Book People aim to 
donate 1 MILLION BOOKS to UK Schools 
by 2022. 
 
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost 

 
Thinking of teaching as a career? The 
Teach Portsmouth Recruitment Fair 2020 
 
Date: Tuesday 11 February / Time: 4:30 pm 
to 6:30 pm 
Location: Charter Academy, Portsmouth 
  
About the event: 
"90% of delegates would recommend the 
recruitment fair to a friend" 
  
The Teach Portsmouth Recruitment Fair 
returns to Charter Academy on Tuesday 11 
February from 4:30 pm for what promises to 
be an enlightening event for those seeking 
information on teaching. 
 
Join primary, secondary and post-16 
education providers from across the city as 
you speak to them and learn more about 

their vacancies for the following academic 
year. You could be starting at university, 
graduating or returning to the profession 
after time away - the event is open to 
everyone who has a passion for teaching. 
Register online for free 
here: https://bit.ly/2tj5q1j 
 
The Royal Marines Band Service – New 
Year Concert 2020 
 
Saturday 18 January at 2.00 pm 
St Mary’s Church. Fratton Road, 
Portsmouth 
 
The Royal Marines Band Service is 
celebrating the New Year with a concert for 
all the family, and children and young 
people can come along free of charge*!  
The Royal Marines Band Service brings 
world-class music to life with unforgettable 
music and entertainment, and the New Year 
concert really will have something for 
everyone.  Standard tickets are £10, 
concessions £9 and children and young 
people go free.  Box Office 02392 726181 
and tickets WILL be available to purchase 
at the door (doors open at 1.00pm) 
*Children and young people in full-time 
education. 
 
Office News… 
 

Letters sent home this fortnight: 

 Census Day Menu 

 Chinese New Year Menu 

 Monday Book Club Awards 
 Y5/6 

 Literature Quiz Y5-6 (selected 
children) 

 Netball Club Y5-6 

 Chess Tournament Y1-6 

 PHS Languages Day Y5-6 
(selected children) 

 Aerial Dance Academy Y1-6 

 Y3-4 Take-home French 
activities 

 Y3-4 Badminton Festival 
(selected children) 

 Key Steps Gym (selected 
children) 

http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost
https://bit.ly/2tj5q1j


 

 
All letters are sent via email.  Please ensure 
we have your up to date contact details.   
 

FOSSS Facebook Page 

If you are on Facebook, please join the 

Friends of St Swithun’s School Parents’ 

Page (Southsea).  FOSSS use this page to 

publicise all their upcoming events.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5017394

26581565/?fref=nf 

By following this page you won’t miss out on 

any FOSSS events.   

There is a FOSSS meeting at school on 

Tuesday 21 February at 3.30 pm.  Please 

do come along to find out how you can help 

and get involved in supporting your child’s 

school. 

INSET Days 
 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website DO NOT 
include our INSET days.  These can be 
found here in our newsletters and on our 
website. 
 

 24th February 2020 

 29th June 2020 
 
If you need childcare for these days, you 
can now book online via SCOPAY.COM, 
and select INSET DAY CARE.   
 

School Holidays 
Childcare  
 
 
 

Care is available for these dates: 

 17th Feb – 21st February 2020  

 6th April – 17th April 2020 

 (Not available Friday 10th or Monday 
13th April 2020)  

 26th – 29th May 2020 
 

Please email your requirements to 
sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
mailto:sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk

