
 

Preparation: 

  As we begin this time 

of quiet prayer, I invite you 

to find a comfortable place 

to sit with your back 

straight and your legs 

planted on the ground. 

Allow yourself to notice 

your breathing as you 

breathe normally. Breathe 

in. Breathe out. 

  Take a few moments 

and close your eyes, 

preparing yourself to listen to what God may be saying to you during this prayer. As you sit with your eyes closed, 

use these or similar words: “Here I am, Lord. Here I am.” When you are ready, open your eyes and pray. 

  What is impossible is possible. 

  Imagine you are walking along a path in a park. It is a beautiful day. The sun is shining in a clear, blue 

sky. The air is crisp and cool. It is fragrant with the smell of evergreens that are in clusters along the path. You 

stop to look and listen to what is around you. You hear the sound of the wind as it whispers through the trees. You 

notice a squirrel as it runs left then right then left, looking for something to take to his nest. You smile. All is 

good. All is full of life. You feel a part of all that is. 

  You make your way home and make a cup of tea. Sitting by the fire you think over your morning walk and 

you pray: My God, thank you for all that surrounds me. I know your presence embraces me, helping me to know 

you are here. Thank you. You sit in the quiet and begin to doze off. Resting your head on a pillow you fall asleep 

and dream. In your dream, you are lying under a large tree. Its trunk is enormous and leads up to branches that 

spread out over a great distance. You look up and begin to see the faces of those you love sitting on the branches of 

the tree. Who do you see in the tree? Do they see you? What are they doing? Why are they here? 

  You hear some movement near you. You raise your head and see coming towards you a small child. He is 

smiling, perhaps laughing. He comes up to you with open arms and wraps them around your neck. “Let’s play,” 

he says. “I will run and you try to catch me.” His joy makes you laugh. You wonder where this child has come 

from. Why is he here? You ask him, “But what about all these people in the tree? I don’t want to leave them.” He 

looks at you with such joy. “It’s OK. They’ll be happy because you’re happy.” As you stand up, he runs off 

giggling and laughing. You pretend not to be able to catch him. He suddenly stops and jumps into your arms. He 

kisses your neck and says, “Look. Everyone is laughing so hard the tree is shaking.” You look into his eyes and 

are overwhelmed with such peace and love that your eyes are brimming with tears. You think, Why am I feeling 

this way about this little child? He jumps down from your arms and walks towards the tree. You follow him and 

sit with him under the tree still shaking with laughter. “I love you,” he says. “I’ve always loved you. You are a 

part of who I am.” He then begins to climb the tree. As he climbs, he greets each person with joy and laughter. He 

climbs all the way to the top of the tree and stands on the furthest branch. You see standing beside him a wolf and 

a lamb. Who is this small child? What do you want to say to him as he stands on the top of the tree? 

  As you look up to him, his words come back to you: You are a part of who I am. What does this mean to 

you? What does it mean to all those you love who are there with you? 

  Who are the children in your life that have shown you the face of God? How has God helped to make what 

you thought impossible, possible? (Is. 11:6) 
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  For its part, the international community and its agencies are called to give a voice to 

those who have none. Among the latter in our own time, I would mention the victims of 
other ongoing wars, especially that in Syria with its high death toll. Once more, I appeal to 
the international community to promote a political solution to a conflict that will ultimately 

see only a series of defeats. It is vital to put an end to violations of humanitarian law, which 
cause untold suffering to the civil population, especially women and children, and strike at 

essential structures such as hospitals, schools and refugee camps, as well as religious 
edifices. […]  
  Young people are our future, and the task of politics is to pave the way for the future. 

For this reason, it is urgently necessary to invest in initiatives that can enable coming 
generations to shape their future, with the possibility of finding employment, forming a 
family and raising children.  

  Together with young people, particular attention needs to be paid to children, 
especially in this year that marks the thirtieth anniversary of the adoption of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. This is a good occasion for serious reflection on the 
steps taken to protect the welfare of our little ones and their social and intellectual 
development, as well as their physical, psychological and spiritual growth. Here I cannot 

refrain from speaking of one of the plagues of our time, which sadly has also involved some 
members of the clergy. The abuse of minors is one of the vilest and most heinous crimes 

conceivable. Such abuse inexorably sweeps away the best of what human life holds out for 
innocent children, and causes irreparable and lifelong damage. The Holy See and the 
Church as a whole are working to combat and prevent these crimes and their concealment, 

in order to ascertain the truth of the facts involving ecclesiastics and to render justice to 
minors who have suffered sexual violence aggravated by the abuse of power and 
conscience. […]  

  I follow with special concern the developing situation in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and I express my hope that the country can regain the reconciliation it has long 

awaited and undertake a decisive journey towards development, thus ending the ongoing 
state of insecurity affecting millions of people, including so many children. To that end, 
respect for the result of the electoral process is a determining factor for a sustainable 

peace.  

 

 



 
ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS TO THE MEMB

ERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS ACCREDIT

ED TO THE HOLY SEE FOR THE TRADITION

AL EXCHANGE OF NEW YEAR GREETINGS  - 

FRANCIS  7 January 2019  

 
st SWITHUN’S CHURCH -  

(105 Waverley Road, Southsea) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTIONS 
OF THE HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings  
of a day 

 
SECOND SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT 
08-12-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

For Stanislaw – healing grace 

+ Elrid Furtado RIP  
Mass in Polish: For 3 deceased 
Mothers: Małgorzata, Grażyna & 
Teresa RIP  

 
Isaiah 11: 1-10; 

Psalm – 71; 
Romans 15: 4-9; 
Matthew 3: 1-12; 

MONDAY 
09-12-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 

 
 
 
 

11.00am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

The Requiem Mass & Funeral 
of + Roscislaw Rudziak RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 

  

Genesis 3: 9-15, 20; 
Psalm – 97; 

Ephesians 1: 3-6, 11-
12; 

Luke 1: 26-38; 

 
TUESDAY 
10-12-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Briand, Sandy and Family int. 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  
 

For blessings, health and the 
Holy Spirit to members and 
friends of Drevenek Family  

 
Isaiah 40: 1-11; 

Psalm – 95; 
Matthew 18: 12-14; 

 
WEDNESDAY 

11-12-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Bernard Gabriel RIP & Fam 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 

Isaiah 40: 25-31; 
Psalm – 102; 

Matthew 11: 28-30; 

THURSDAY 
12-12-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Eileen Mary Spencer RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 

Isaiah 41: 13-20; 
Psalm – 144; 

Matthew 11: 11-15; 

FRIDAY 
13-12-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 

 
 
 
 

11.00am 
7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

The Requiem Mass & Funeral 
of + Maurice Anderson RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 
Kathleen Jones intention 
followed by Exposition of The Blessed 
Sacrament & Divine Mercy Chaplet sung 

 

 
Isaiah 48: 17-19; 

Psalm – 1; 
Matthew 11: 16-19; 

SATURDAY 
14-12-2019 

 

9.00am 
10.00am 

 
 
 
 

10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Deceased Members of the 
Lynch family RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  

Ecclesiasticus 48: 1-4, 
9-11; 

Psalm – 79; 
Matthew 17: 9a, 10-13; 

 
THIRD SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT 
15-12-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

  

+ Seline Fairhall RIP 
+ Sarah Clarke RIP 
Mass in Polish: + Marek & 
Pawel Weinke RIP 

 

 
Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10; 

Psalm – 145; 
James 5: 7-10; 

Matthew 11: 2-11; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection was £1354, 78 (62% gift aid). As always, your 
generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory makes the life and work of the Parish possible. Thank all of You 
who make our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive! THIS ADVENT, please support us in the SECOND 

THURSDAY 
12-12-2019 

 
12.00noon 

 
Aileen Sullivan Hopkins int. 

 

Isaiah 41: 13-20; 
Psalm – 144; 

Matthew 11: 11-15; 

Saturday 14-12-2019 
VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS 

 
6.00 pm 

 
For All Parishioners 

 
 

Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10; 
Psalm – 145; 

James 5: 7-10; 
Matthew 11: 2-11; 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
http://www.stswithuns.org.uk/


 
COLLECTIONS through whole Advent to manage to be a part of Open Church Project for the homeless. 

DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH 

S48 VALIDATION REPORT 

 

PART 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•      

  Teachers are committed to delivering RE that is engaging, focused on scripture and offering challenge. 

The children’s introduction to RE in the early years is strong and final outcomes by the end of Key Stage 2 

show good progress has been made. The RE teaching would be further enhanced by the sharing of the 

stronger practice seen in early years and upper Key Stage 2. 

• The headteacher, senior leaders and governors are very supportive of RE. Governors contribute to the 

monitoring of the subject.  Every effort is made to ensure that the subject maintains a high profile in all 

aspects of school life. 

 

 

• Prayer and worship are a part of the daily life of the school and members of the school community actively 

participate in the traditions and practices of the Catholic Church.  

• Attitudes to worship demonstrate an open response showing a reverent connection with God. The school is 

currently developing greater pupil participation in leading prayer.  Pupils are developing an active role in 

worship in the school through leading class prayer and with the Mini-Vinnies overseeing a lunchtime 

prayer room.  

• Worship Books in class show a range of approaches to worship. Class prayers are linked to the liturgical 

season, and a balance is developing between adult and pupil class worship. There are also opportunities for 

children to record their own individual prayers in class. 

• During the worships observed on the day key elements included, the creation of a spiritual and respectful 

atmosphere, thoughtful responses given to scripture and a sense of purpose in going forth.  

• Children’s behaviour is exemplary. The school’s rewards, such as WOW certificates and Star of the Week 

reinforce a culture of high expectations and positive encouragement.  

• Catholic social teaching is being developed by giving pupils opportunities to understand and discuss 

concepts such as poverty, freedom, rights and responsibilities in the stewardship of our world. Through 

curriculum and strategic planning this can be further strengthened.  

• Pupils are proud of their school: “It is important to learn about Mission Heroes, hearing about what they 

have done and what message we can receive from them. We then try to put this into our own lives”. 

 

•  

 

 

St Swithun’s Catholic Primary School, Southsea 
Taswell Road, Southsea, Hants PO5 2RG 

 

Date of previous validation 3rd December 2014 

Date of this validation 22nd November 2019 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous s48 validation: Requires Improvement 

This s48 validation: Good  

  
The school community: Outstanding Attainment and progress in RE: Good 

The wider community: Outstanding Quality of teaching in RE: Good 

Spiritual development:  Good Leadership and management of RE: Outstanding 

Moral development:  Outstanding Leadership and management: Good 

Spiritual and moral development 

  

Spiritual development: Good 

Moral development: Outstanding 

Leadership and management: Good 

  



 

• The personal faith and example of service and humility of the headteacher is providing the vision that takes 

the school forward. 

• The governing body takes a keen interest in the mission, development and success of the school. It shows 

the capacity to meet the school’s needs and be influential in determining the strategic direction of the 

school. They are involved in evaluating the school, including Diocesan Self-Review, and in supporting and 

challenging the headteacher. 

• Teachers and support staff are committed to supporting the school and work purposefully in their drive for 

improvement. 

• Leaders routinely make good use of a range of monitoring activities relating to all aspects of RE and the 

Catholic life of the school. 

• Progress has been made on the issues identified for improvement in the last validation, particularly in 

reviewing the school’s mission statement along with ensuring the delivery of high quality religious 

education (RE). 

• The school provides effective induction and ongoing professional development for its staff. 
 

 

School Details 

Name of school  St Swithun’s Catholic Primary 

School 

URN:    116386 

Age range of pupils:  4 – 11 

Gender of pupils:  Mixed 

Number of pupils on roll: 315 

Chair of Governors:  Br Ben Foy 

Headteacher:                         Andrew Olive  

 

St Swithun’s Catholic Primary School is a larger than average school situated in the parish of Our Lady of 

Lourdes and St Swithun and within the Portsmouth pastoral area. The proportion of pupils who are Catholic are 

61%. It has a notable proportion of children of other faiths, 17%; 44% of pupils have English as an additional 

language and come from a variety of ethnic minorities.  The proportion of children with special needs is in-line 

with most other schools. The percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals is well below average.  

 

Information about this validation 

This report to the Bishop of the Diocese under Canon 806 of the Code of Canon Law is also the report to the 

governors of the school on religious education. For Catholic maintained schools, the report also fulfils the 

requirements of Section 48 of the Education Act 2005. 

 

Validation Team 

Louise Buxton  Lead validator 

Juanita Dunlop Assistant validator 

 

Activities Carried Out as Part of the Validation 

• Ethos walk.    

• Discussion on the school’s self-evaluation sheets. 

• Discussions with various members of the school community. 

• Observations of class worships and whole school assembly  

• Observations of teaching and learning in RE, including joint 

learning walks 

• Pupil work scrutiny. 

• Feedback of key findings to the senior leadership team and a representative of the governing body. 

Conclusion 

The validators would like to thank the headteacher, staff, governors, parents and pupils of St Swithun’s 

Catholic Primary School for their preparatory work for the validation, which forms part of the school’s 

 

 



 

regular self-review cycle.  They would also like to express their appreciation for the warmth of welcome they 

received and the support given during the validation process. 
  The Ascent Group pre-Christmas lunch is on Sunday December the 8th at the Royal Beach 
Hotel Southsea. For those members who have booked for this event please assemble in the main 
bar of the Royal Beach Hotel at 12-30pm for lunch at 1pm on the day. Note that £10-50 per person is 
required to be paid on the day for the balance cost of the meal. 
 

 

 Monday 9TH December: 

- 1.15.pm to 3.00pm – preparation the 

students of St Swithun’s Catholic 

Primary School for Advent’s 

Sacrament of Confession; 

Tuesday 10TH December: 

-from 2.00pm to 3.00pm – Advent’s 

Sacrament of Confession  

at St Swithun’s Catholic Primary School 

- from 4.00pm to 6.00pm - Catholic 

Youth Club & Confirmation Programme Meeting (in the Youth Room, in the hall) 

- from 7.40pm to 9.00pm HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very 
welcome in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road); 

- from 9.10pm to 10.30pm – Preparation for Marriage for the Polish and mix-couples in the 
Presbytery (105 Waverley Road); 

Friday 13th December: 

- from 7.30pm to 9.30pm – Families’ Group Meeting in the hall; 

Saturday 14th December: 

- from 11.20am to 1.00pm – Classes of Polish Grammar, History & Catechism for Polish children 

(age from 5 to 10) - in the Youth Room, in the hall; 

Sunday 15th December: 

- from 11.40am to 12.15pm – SUNDAY SCHOOL in the Youth Room, in the hall; 

  Four days before Pope Francis celebrates his 83rd 
birthday Dec. 17, he will celebrate 50 years as a priest -- 
a ministry he sees as being a shepherd who walks with 
his flock and yearns to find those who are lost. 
  Father of mercy, we come before you with gratitude 
for the 50 years of priesthood of Pope Francis, whom you 
have made Peter's successor. 
  Support him with the Spirit's gifts so that he can 
continue to preach the Gospel with priestly zeal and lead 
the Church with wisdom and strength and courage. May 

 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK:  

MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.00am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Thursday: 6:00 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s  

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 12:30pm to 12:55pm at St Swithun’s; 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm 

 and by request… 
 

 



 

his example of long and faithful service be an inspiration to your priests and to all your faithful. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
FROM our St Swithun’s Catholic Primary School 
  As you can imagine, there is much excitement at St Swithun’s Primary school in anticipation of 
Christmas. Advent is spent preparing for Jesus’ birth in all sorts of ways. The tree is decorated in the hall. The 
youngest children are off to the panto as well as preparing their nativity. The infant children are busy getting 
into role as sheep, angels, wise men, the inn keeper, etc, practising their lines, learning the songs and, 
hopefully, learning to stand and face the audience on the stage. I’m sure that all brings back memories . . . 
Our choir, as you can see from the photograph, enjoyed singing at Faith in Football’s Christmas lunch for the 
homeless at Fratton Park. 
  The children learn that Advent is a 
special time of preparation and think 
about how they can improve their own 
lives. The older children learn about John 
the Baptist – one of our special award 
winners last week was Holly who wrote a 
fantastic piece about helping the homeless, 
inspired by John saying, ‘Anyone with two 
shirts should share one with someone who 
doesn’t have one and do the same with 
food.’  
We do try to ensure the children enjoy the 
preparation for Christmas but also remain 
very much in touch with its true meaning. If 

 

With the first part of Advent focusing 
on Christ's Second Coming ... we see in 
Sunday's Gospel that many pharisees 
were coming to John the Baptist to be 
baptised out of fear of judgment not by 
a change of heart. We too tend to turn 
to Christ in moments of fear or when we 
are reminded of our own mortality. Let 
us prepare ourselves by turning to 
Christ no matter what our day brings 
us. 

 

 

  Please, pray for all whose anniversaries of death occur at this time: 8tH December: Rocislaw 'Rudi' Rudziak, 

Maurice Anderson, Ninette Dyer, Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian Koerner, 

Eileen Nora Howard, Michael Valentine, Michael Garvey, Patrick McErlane, Kathleen Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, 

Mary Millgate, Mary Robinson, Marie Stanway, Mary Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret Cross, Hilda Eliza Mary 

Vella, Monica Helen Halley, Johanna Mazumdar ("Joan"), Mary Bulbeck, Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred 

Bennett, Mary Hyatt, Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder, Katherine Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Teresa 

Malbon, Peter Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy Bradley, Geoffrey Browning, Margaret Ellen Brayfield, 

Sister Mechtilde Fox, Vernon Alfred Richard Read, John Boone, Mary Coombes, Walter Ford, Charles Sanderson, Olive 

Grace, Patrick Malloy, Francis O'Leary, Nora Christina Gower & Winifred Freida Keane ("Freida")       

   May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

 



 
you can, please join us for our carol service in the church at 1.45pm on Tuesday 17 December. 
  OUR NEXT FORMATION MEETING ON 3RD JANUARY 2019 – FRIDAY (FROM 5.00PM TO 8.00PM) 

 

   

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Brian Girling, Shelia Langford; Catherine Morgan, Piam Brown Ward, for all 

the children suffering and their poor families with them Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, 

Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Patrick 

McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred 



 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Jo 

Wheeler and Josephine Butler. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


