
 

Dear Families 

Throughout the gospels we are shown 
different “pictures” of Jesus by the way He is 
described and the titles He is given. At our 
Sunday School we talked about this a lot. He is 
Mary’s son, God’s Son and is called the Son of 
Man. He is also called the Lamb of God. Other 
titles He is given and roles he has are brother, 
healer, friend, teacher, Saviour and ultimately 
king. 

Most of you have seen the film, The Lion King. 
In it, Simba sings a song called, I Just Can’t 
Wait To Be King. Simba is not imagining 
himself to be a king like Jesus in today’s gospel. 
Simba, and most of us, think of a king as being 
someone who is able to do whatever they 
want, whenever they want to do it and not 
having to listen to anyone else. It is about 
having power, servants, riches, and the best of 
everything. 

Jesus as king is not anything like that. Jesus is 
the kind of king who rules by example and by 
being a servant to the people. He is the kind of 
king who wants the best for his people and will 
do anything, including dying, to make sure 
they have it. 

We want to follow Him and do as He asks not 
because of His power or wealth but because 
He loves us and inspires us to want to be like 
Him. 

This Sunday, I will share with you a very special 
story about two kings... see you then. 

Father Marcin 

Class Assembly 
These are held in the School Hall every 
Wednesday afternoon. Please join us for your 
child’s class assembly, which begins at 3.10 pm 
for which you may arrive at the School Office 
from 3 pm.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

27th November Dolphins 

4th December  Bumblebees 

11th December Leopards 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar  
on the school website for the latest 
information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk.   
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join us at 
9.15 am for your child’s class liturgy.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

27th November Seahorses 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar on 
the school for the latest information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk.   
 
School Nurse Drop-In 

School Nurses are 
offering a drop-in for 
parents to discuss 
their child’s health. If 

you have any concerns about allergies, asthma, 
growth, sleep, or something else, please come 
and see the School Nurse between 9.15 am 
and 11 am on: 
 
12th December 2019  
 
Office News… 
 

Letters sent home this week: 

 KS1 Mary Rose trip 

 Year R Pantomime trip 

 Year 5 swimming lessons 

 Miss Moore’s maternity 

 KS1 Key Steps Gym – selected children 

 Diocesan Parents’ Questionnaire 

 Year 6 Badminton – selected children 

 Y5/6 PHS Pantomime trip 

 Portsmouth Northsea Swimming Club 

 Year 1/2 Nativity letter 
All letters are now sent via email.  If you have 
reason to receive a paper copy, please let the 
School Office know. 
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Book Fair 
This year’s book fair proved the most popular 
yet! The sales record was broken for the 
second year running. Thank you for your 
support – not only does the fair improve the 
children’s love of reading, it also raises money 
that we spend developing our library and 
improving our reading resources.   
  
Ofsted was impressed with the children’s 
reading; we stress its importance, encouraging 
children to enjoy reading but also emphasising 
understanding what has been read and asking 
questions. Our reading results are excellent 
but, more importantly, we are developing in 
the children the skills we all need to access the 
written word in our information rich world and 
to realise what makes sense and what should 
be ignored! 
  
The children enjoy their reading, the library 
and the reading activities they do: 
  
Vanessa, ‘We have books for all different ages, 
there really is something for everyone. The 
books we have are very good and it makes you 
want to read on more and more.’ 
  
Joan, ‘We take part in the Year 5 Portsmouth 
Book Awards. We get to be the judges and we 
decide on the winning book. The winners event 
at the Kings Theatre is such fun! We get to see 
the winning author and join in with the biggest 
celebration of reading!’ 
  
Isla, ‘The literature quiz we take part in is fun 
because you are learning but enjoying the 
event. We get to meet real authors and 
actually talk to them! It gives me inspiration 
for my own writing.’ 
  
Isaac, ‘We have loads of books! The library is a 
nice place to come and I like sitting on the big 
cushions and reading the books with my 
friends.’ 
  
Isabella, ‘The best bit about reading is when we 
use the books to help us learn things in our 

literacy lessons. The library helps us to enjoy 
reading because the books fill our mind with 
pictures.’  
  
Not all our children have the opportunity to 
read at home. If you would like to join our 
reading volunteers, please do contact the 
school.   

Polish Independence Day 
On Monday 11th 
November it was 
Polish 
Independence 
day.  Throughout 
the school we all 
had the chance 
to decorate 
biscuits with the 
Polish flag.  We 
all learnt a lot 
about 
Poland.  There 

are many Polish children in our school.  This 
was a really fun way to celebrate Polish 
Independence day.  Our year 5/6 Language 
Ambassadors helped to organise the event. 
 
Thomas, Panthers Class 
 
Year 6 PGL Trip Report 

From the 4th – 8th 
November, some 
of our Year 6 
children went to 
PGL at Osmington 
Bay for their 
residential trip.   

 
Our favourite activity at PGL was the giant 

swing and the zip line because it was so fun! I 

loved Jacob’s Ladder because it was all about 

teamwork which is also why I liked the giant 

swing. As we got higher and higher we tugged 

the rope. It was fun to pull the string and drop. 

We enjoyed PGL so much, we wish could go 

again! 

Feven and Grace, Panthers Class 



 

FOSSS Mufti Days 

Two more mufti days to prepare for our 

Christmas Fayre which is taking place on 

Saturday 7th December from 11 am – 2 pm: 

Friday 29th November - £1 donation and/or 

Jarbola 

Friday 6th December - £1 donation and/or 

cakes NUT FREE PLEASE! 

FOSSS Facebook Page 

If you are on Facebook, please join the Friends 

of St Swithun’s School Parents’ Page 

(Southsea).  FOSSS use this page a lot to 

publicise their events, such as the two discos 

and the upcoming Christmas Fayre.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/50173942

6581565/?fref=nf 

By following this page you won’t miss out on 

any FOSSS events.   

Christmas Fair at St. Swithun’s Church 

Our parish church will be holding their 

Christmas Fair on Saturday 30th November 

between 2 pm – 5 pm.  There will be lots of 

different stalls and games, as well as different 

refreshment stalls.  Father Christmas will also 

be making an appearance!  Please do go along 

to support this event.  If you would like to have 

a stall or if you have any donations for the bric-

a-brac stall please phone the parish office 

02392 828305. 

Vacancies 

We have a vacancy for a midday assistant to 

work in our Key Stage 2 playground from 12.15 

pm – 1.15 pm, Monday – Friday, to start on 

Monday 6th January 2020.  If you are 

interested, please ask in the office for an 

application form.   

 
 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations 
The School Nursing Service has advised us of 
some dates for the Flu Mop Up sessions that 
parents can bring their children to if they were 
absent on the day of the flu session at school, 
if they were contraindicated (unwell) at the 
session and unable to receive on the day or if 
the child refused.   

 Tuesday 3rd December 3 pm - 4.30 pm  
@ Somerstown Family Hub, Omega Street, 
PO5 4LP 

 Tuesday 10th December 3 pm - 4.30 pm @ 
Paulsgrove Family Hub, Cheltenham Road, 
PO6 3PL 

 Monday 16th December 3 pm - 4.30 pm @ 
Buckland Family Hub, Turner Road, PO1 
4PN 

INSET Days 
 
Please note that the dates on the Portsmouth 
City Council website DO NOT include our INSET 
days.  These can be found here in our 
newsletters and on our website. 
 

 24th February 2020 

 29th June 2020 
 
If you need childcare for any of these days, you 
can now book online via SCOPAY.COM, and 
select INSET DAY CARE.   
 

School Holidays 
Childcare  
 
Care is available for 

these dates: 

 17th Feb – 21st February 2020  

 6th April – 17th April 2020 

 (Not available Friday 10th or Monday 
13th April 2020)  

 26th – 29th May 2020 

 N.B. No holiday care is available on 2nd 
or 3rd January 2020 

 
Please email your requirements to 
sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
mailto:sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk

