
 

Dear Families 

What is heaven like? Sometimes we say things 

like “This dessert is heaven!” or “I’m in 

heaven” when we are lying on a warm sunny 

beach.  Often heaven is pictured as a place up 

in the sky in the clouds with big pearly gates.   

Two of our readings this coming Sunday talk 

about “the end of time” or heaven.  In the 

Gospel, Jesus tells us that in heaven we will be 

like angels. “Awesome” you think, “How do I 

get there?” Some people believe that all you 

have to do is follow a list of rules the Church 

created; keep the Ten Commandments, pray 

every day, be nice to people.  It’s like having a 

checklist or earning a scout badge.  When you 

fulfil the requirements you get to go to 

heaven.  Some of those people are in for a big 

surprise though! They may follow all of the 

rules but if they don’t have Jesus in their 

hearts and lives they will be very disappointed.  

Heaven isn’t so much as a place but a way of 

living with God as our best Father, best Mother 

and best Friend.  God gives us his friendship 

(heaven) as a gift when we treat God as our 

friend and grow that friendship throughout our 

lives.  Everything about God is good. 

Please, keep in mind that even though heaven 

is a gift, it is our responsibility to always work 

at becoming better friends with God.  We can 

do this by praying, following the Ten 

Commandments, learning from the Bible, 

going to Church, helping other and being 

loving to everyone.   

Everything you do must be measured on how it 

helps or hurts your friendship with God. 

Please, please, never forget that Jesus Christ 

asked us to receive Him in The Holy 

Communion because with Him, it is a truly 

different life, and an easier way to Heaven.  

Fr Marcin   

 

Staffing Updates 
Before half term we said goodbye to Mrs Jane 
Hinton.  Jane had been a long-standing 
member of the teaching assistant team at St 
Swithun's since November 2001 and we wish 
her well as she enjoys her retirement.   
 
You will meet a new face in the office this 
week. Carol Sheppard is joining us on a 
temporary basis.   Our admin assistant, Mrs 
Tidbury, was working in the office last half 
term, but unfortunately, things did not work 
out as we all hoped and Emma has decided to 
leave. I would like to thank Emma for the work 
she did in her short time with us and wish her 
well for the future.  
 
We also welcome two new teaching assistants 
to St Swithun's: Mrs Laurence Soulie, working 
in Year 5/6 and Mrs Veronika Sibanda, working 
in Kangaroos class.  
 
Class Assembly 
These are held in the School Hall every 
Wednesday afternoon. Please join us for your 
child’s class assembly, which begins at 3.10 pm 
for which you may arrive at the School Office 
from 3 pm.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

13th November Ladybirds 

27th November Dolphins 

4th December  Bumblebees 

11th December Leopards 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar  
on the school website for the latest 
information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk.   
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join us at 
9.15 am for your child’s class liturgy.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

13th December Dolphins 

27th November Seahorses 
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http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/


 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar on 
the school for the latest information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk.   
 
School Nurse Drop-In 

School Nurses are 
offering a drop-in for 
parents to discuss 
their child’s health. If 

you have any concerns about allergies, asthma, 
growth, sleep, or something else, please come 
and see the School Nurse between 9.15 am 
and 11 am on: 
 
14th November 2019  
12th December 2019  
 
Office News… 
 

Letters sent home this week: 

 Y2 Key Steps Gym (selected 
children) 

 FOSSS Winter Disco EYFS & 
KS1 

 FOSSS Winter Disco KS2 

 Year R, 1 & 2 Picnic in the Park 
Summer Reading Challenge Children 
only 

 Book Fair Letter 

 Scholastic Book Fair Leaflet 
 
All letters are now sent via email.  If you have 
reason to receive a paper copy, please let the 
School Office know. 
 
British Legion Poppy Appeal 

This year St Swithun's has been selling poppies 

and other items to raise funds for the Royal 

British Legion Poppy Appeal.  Remembrance 

honours those who serve to defend our 

democratic freedoms and way of life. We unite 

across faiths, cultures and backgrounds to 

remember the sacrifice of the Armed Forces 

community from Britain and the 

Commonwealth. 

This year, The Royal British Legion is asking for 

communities across Britain to 'Remember 

Together' the service and sacrifice, friendship 

and collaboration of the men and women of 

Britain, the Commonwealth and Allied nations 

who fought together in 1944. 

Our Book Fair is back!  
Our annual book fair will be arriving in school 
next week. Classes will be visiting the book fair 
to browse the selection during the school day 
and the fair will be open for you to come along 
to after school on Wednesday 13th and 
Thursday 14th November. Please refer to the 
emailed letter or speak to Mrs Meli for further 
details.  
 
Celebrating our cultural heritage! 

At St Swithun’s Primary School, we offer a 

broad curriculum, giving all the children the 

opportunity to shine and use the talents God 

has given them.   

 

Recently, our 

year 3 children, 

our school 

orchestra and 

our guitarists 

joined in Ceilidh 

Week at the Irish Club. It is great to help keep 

these cultural traditions alive, for the 

musicians to have a real audience to play to 

and for the dancers to really enjoy themselves 

with other children from schools across the 

city.  It was great fun and the children learned 

that you don’t have to be brilliant at 

everything to enjoy yourself! It’s about taking 

part and appreciating each other. 

http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remember-together
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remember-together


 

We went to 

the 

Portsmouth 

Irish club in 

Southsea and 

it was fun to 

chat to 

other children 

from other schools.  After we warmed up we 

did lots of dances that we had learnt in PE 

lessons.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were a little bit worried about 

remembering the dances but it was OK 

because they gave us instructions about where 

to go and told us what to do.   

The best bit 

was when 

we did the 

big circle 

dance with 

a little circle 

in the 

middle.  It 

was really fun because we could see everyone 

from all the schools holding hands.  We were 

really impressed with the orchestra from St 

Swithun’s who played the Ceilidh music and it 

sounded really good and it was really happy 

music.  

By Bethany and Alexei. 

We loved playing 

along with the band.  

The best part was 

that all the other 

schools were 

dancing when we 

were playing our 

instruments.  It made us feel famous! 

By Callum and Alex C 

Summer Reading Challenge 

Over the summer holidays, Portsmouth 

libraries held their annual summer reading 

challenge for all children.  This year over a 

quarter of children at St Swithun’s took part, 

this means that out of all of the Portsmouth 

schools, we were in the top 6!  This week we 

received our prize, a beautiful reading bean 

bag for the library.  Mrs Meli would like to 

thank the parents for supporting their children 

to take part in the event. 

 

Annabel from Ladybirds class said “I love the 

bean bag, it has rhymes and lovely pictures.”  

Jonas, also from Ladybirds class added “I love 

reading and going to the library with my 

mummy.” 

FOSSS Mufti Days 

We will be having some Mufti Days to prepare 

for our Christmas Fayre which is taking place 

on Saturday 7th December from 11 am – 2 pm.  

Our mufti days will be: 

Friday 22nd November - £1 donation and/or 

Jarbola 



 

Fridy 29th November - £1 donation and/or 

Jarbola 

Friday 6th December - £1 donation and/or 

cakes NUT FREE PLEASE! 

Christmas Fair at St. Swithun’s Church 

Our parish church will be holding their 

Christmas Fair on Saturday 30th November 

between 2 pm – 5 pm.  There will be lots of 

different stalls and games, as well as different 

refreshment stalls.  Father Christmas will also 

be making an appearance!  Please do go along 

to support this event.  If you would like to have 

a stall or if you have any donations for the bric-

a-brac stall please phone the parish office 

02392 828305. 

THANK YOU 

A big thank you to all our 

families who helped 

support CAFOD by 

wearing bright clothes 

for Harvest before 

October half term.  We raised an amazing 

£300! 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations 
The School Nursing Service has advised us 
of some dates for the Flu Mop Up sessions 
that parents can bring their children to if 
they were absent on the day of the flu 
session at school, if they were 
contraindicated (unwell) at the session and 
unable to receive on the day or if the child 
refused.   

 Tuesday 12th November 3 pm - 4.30 pm 
@ Milton Park Family Hub, Perth Road, 
PO2 9NE 

 Tuesday 3rd December 3 pm - 4.30 pm  
@ Somerstown Family Hub, Omega 
Street, PO5 4LP 

 Tuesday 10th December 3 pm - 4.30 pm 
@ Paulsgrove Family Hub, Cheltenham 
Road, PO6 3PL 

 Monday 16th December 3 pm - 4.30 pm 
@ Buckland Family Hub, Turner Road, 
PO1 4PN 

Open Morning 
There is an Open Morning at St John’s College 
on Tuesday 19 November 2019 from 9.30am to 
11.30am.  Please contact Mrs Janet Mengham 
on admissions@stjohnscollege.co.uk or call 
023 9281 5118 if you would like to book a 
place. 
 
INSET Days 
 
Please note that the dates on the Portsmouth 
City Council website DO NOT include our INSET 
days.  These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website. 
 

 24th February 2020 

 29th June 2020 
 
If you need childcare for any of these days, you 
can now book online via SCOPAY.COM, and 
select INSET DAY CARE.   
 

School Holidays 
Childcare  
 
Care is available for 

these dates: 

 2nd – 3rd January 2020   

 17th Feb – 21st February 2020  

 6th April – 17th April 2020 

 (Not available Friday 10th or Monday 
13th April 2020)  

 26th – 29th May 2020 

 Summer holiday care dates for 2020 
are yet to be confirmed 

 
Please email your requirements to 
sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk   

mailto:admissions@stjohnscollege.co.uk
mailto:sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk

