15TH September 2019
Today we celebrate Home Mission Sunday. We are invited to find ourselves in the Gospel story as we
accompany the characters who call out, ‘Rejoice with me!’ These words express the joy of finding something,
or someone they had lost. Imagine the joy in your own heart when you see someone you love coming home
to Church, because they are seeking, or have found Christ. Occasionally this happens by direct divine
intervention, but more often we are called to be the face of Christ, praying for, inviting and welcoming those
we love into a relationship with Him.
Thankfully we are not alone in this task. The Home Mission Office is a national organisation that helps
the local Church engage in the vital mission of Evangelisation. This weekend, they ask for our prayers and our
financial support through the second
collection. Our prayers help them to be
attentive to the Holy Spirit who directs
their work, and our donations to the
second collection will enable them to
help the local Church share the joy of
the Gospel throughout England and
Wales. In short, the second collection
helps them to help us. For more
information about the Home Mission
Office or to donate online please visit
www.homemission.org.uk

This Sunday's Gospel on The
Prodigal Son is a great reminder of
Our Lord's mercy especially in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Let us
strive to reach out more to all those
who have moved away from the
Church so they too can receive that
peace and joy found in Our Lord's
redeeming forgiveness.

Dear Brothers & Sisters, Dear Parishioners, Dear Friends
This Monday we’ll start our next Pilgrimage – The Eucharistic to Italy. We will visit many, many
special, holy and significant places, especially those where happen The Eucharistic Miracles. We will pray in
many incredible churches in the presence of
the tombs of very famous and also some
forgotten and unknown Saints.
I would like to ask You to pray for us
during this time, and I promise that You will
be mentioned in our prayers at each place
we’ll visit. Please, write for me any of your
intentions I will take with me to pray for
(until this Monday 16th September 12 noon),
or send me by email:
mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk .

You will be able to be updated every
day of our journey of love to The Holy
Eucharist through our Facebook profile: St Swithuns RC Church Southsea or through our WEBSITE:
http://www.stswithuns.org.uk
Be with us spiritually, and in your kind prayers, please.
Our First Communion Preparation this year started last Monday. We have 34 children, who
would like to start their journey of faith. Please keep them and their Dear Parents in your prayers.
Our next special gathering will be on 29th September (Sunday) at 10.15am Mass in St
Swithun’s church - Introduction the children to the Church’s Congregation.

On the same time our First Communion Children from THE LAST YEAR are very welcome
to come and encourage the new children with their presence, and also to receive their special gifts
from Fr Marcin, which he will bring from Assisi, from the place where Carlo Acutis is buried,
their special friend from the last year’s preparation.

The NEXT session for the present First Communion children and their Parents
will be on 30th September (Monday) from 5.30pm to 7.00pm –
theme: ‘ROSARY PRAYER’.

st SWITHUN’S
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DAY OF THE WEEK
XXIV SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
15-09-2019
MONDAY
16-09-2019
TUESDAY
17-09-2019
WEDNESDAY
18-09-2019
THURSDAY
19-09-2019
FRIDAY
20-09-2019
SATURDAY
21-09-2019

XXIV SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
22-09-2019

TIME

INTENTIONS
OF THE HOLY MASS
8.30AM + Barry Wright RIP
10.15AM + George McShane RIP
1.00PM Mass in Polish: For The
Living Rosary Group of St
John Paul II
9.30am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am + Raymond Cracias RIP
10.30am We pray the Rosary & Devotions
9.30am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Liturgy of the Word (no Mass)
We pray the Rosary & Devotions
10.30am
7.00pm No Mass!!
9.30am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Liturgy of the Word (no Mass)
We pray the Rosary & Devotions
10.30am
Exposition
of The Blessed Sacrament
9.30am
10.00am Liturgy of the Word (no Mass)
We pray the Rosary & Devotions
10.30am
Exposition
of The Blessed Sacrament
9.30am
10.00am Liturgy of the Word (no Mass)
We pray the Rosary & Devotions
10.30am
No Mass!!
7.00pm
9.30am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Liturgy of the Word (no Mass)
We pray the Rosary & Devotions
10.30am

FEASTS & MEMORIALS
of the Holy Liturgy

Readings
of a day
Exodus 32: 7-11, 13-14;
Psalm 50;
1 Timothy 1: 12-17;
Luke 15: 1-32;

St Cornelius, Pope & St
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

1 Timothy 2: 1-8;
Psalm 27;
Luke 7: 1-10;

St Hildegard of Bingen,
Religious, Doctor of the
Church

1 Timothy 3: 1-13;
Psalm 100;
Luke 7: 11-17;

of the 24TH Week
in Ordinary Time

1 Timothy 3: 14-16;
Psalm 110;
Luke 7: 31-35;

St Januarius, Bishop,
Martyr

1 Timothy 4: 12-16;
Psalm 110;
Luke 7: 36-50;

St Andrew Kim Taegon,
Priest, St Paul; Chong
Hasang & Companions,
Martyrs

1 Timothy 16: 2c-12;
Psalm 48;
Luke 8: 1-3;
Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-13;
Psalm 18;
Matthew 9: 9-13;
Amos 8: 4-7;
Psalm 112;
1 Timothy 2: 1-8;
Luke 16: 1-13;

8.30AM + John Doyle RIP
10.15AM + Bryan Boulter RIP
1.00PM Mass in Polish: + Canon PJ
O'Leary RIP

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY)
THURSDAY
19-09-2019

12.00noon

NO MASS UNTIL
3RD OCTOBER

Saturday 21-09-2017
VIGIL of SUNDAY
MASS

6.00 pm

For all Parishioners

NO MASS UNTIL
3RD OCTOBER
Amos 8: 4-7;
Psalm 112;
1 Timothy 2: 1-8;
Luke 16: 1-13;

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection - £1350.2 (included: Gift Aid
63%). Your offertory makes the life and work of the Parish possible. THIS WEEKEND – Home
Mission Sunday Collection - The money donated on Home Mission Sunday helps
us to help you. We exist to help the local Church make the joy of the Gospel a reality
throughout England and Wales. Everything we do is funded through the donations
received. You can donate by putting money or a cheque into the second collection
on Home Mission Sunday. Alternatively, you are welcome to make a donation online
via CAF. It’s quick, easy and your giving can be made anonymously if that is what you prefer.
GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Due to strict data protection rules it is essential on entering
hospital to indicate your details or those of your relative to be passed on to the Catholic Chaplain.

Also state that you or your relative would like the Catholic Chaplain to visit you. Chaplains visit the
wards during the week and provide an on-call service in case of emergency.

St. Peter Claver vs. Immanuel Kant
Yes to social justice! And yes to evangelizing! And down with Kantian reductionism!
Bishop Robert Barron

One of the greatest heroes of the social justice wing of the
Church is, quite rightly, the seventeenth century “slave of the
slaves,” St. Peter Claver. Born in Barcelona, Claver joined the
Society of Jesus and was known, even as a young man, as a
person of deep intelligence and piety. Spurred by what he took to
be the direct prompting of the Holy Spirit, the young Spaniard
volunteered to work among the poor in what was then known as
“New Spain.” Arriving in Cartagena, he saw the unspeakable
degradation of the captives brought in chains by ship from
Africa, and he resolved to dedicate his life to serving them.
We have a wonderful letter that Peter Claver wrote to his Jesuit superior in which he vividly describes
apostolic work that he did among the slaves, just after they came ashore in Cartagena. He speaks of hopeless people
staggering off the ships, stark naked, starving, and disoriented. Many were so sick that they were barely able to
stand. Peter and his colleagues brought them fruits and water, and then, he tells us, they contrived to build a crude
shelter, using their own coats and cloaks. For the dying, they lit a fire and threw aromatic spices onto the flames so
that the sufferers might have a bit of comfort and delight before they died. He adds the touching detail that they
employed friendly gestures and signs to communicate concern to those with whom they shared no common
language: “This is how we spoke to them, not with words but with our hands and our actions.” I cannot imagine any
decent person today who wouldn't understand and deeply sympathize with everything that Peter Claver did on behalf
of these poorest of the poor. They would be justified in seeing him as a seventeenth century anticipation of Mother
Teresa.
However, as we continue to peruse Claver's letter, we discover something that many today would find
puzzling, even off-putting. Immediately after caring for their physical and psychological needs, the saint
commenced to instruct the slaves in the rudiments of the Christian faith. Once the new arrivals demonstrated a
fundamental understanding, Claver continues, “we went on to a more extensive instruction, namely, about the one
God, who rewards and punishes… We asked them to make an act of contrition… finally… we declared to them the
mysteries of the Trinity, the Incarnation, and the Passion.” In other words, just after ministering to their bodies and
their troubled minds, he ministered to their souls.
Now don't get me wrong: I wouldn’t exactly recommend that one move to evangelization quite as quickly as
Peter Claver did! And I don't think it's either wise or fair to propose the Christian faith to those who are physically
weak and psychologically traumatized. Nevertheless, it is eminently clear that the great saint, the slave of the slaves,
did not drive a wedge between the Church's “social justice” ministry and its evangelizing outreach. He most
certainly did not think that his care for the marginalized began and ended with attention to their worldly needs. In
fact, Peter Claver was proudest of the fact that, in the course of his work with the slaves, he baptized upwards of
300,000.
I bring this up, because I'm concerned
that afoot in our society and even in our
Church today is the unhappy tendency to
separate what the Peter Claver kept very
much together. How often we hear some
version of this: “Well, it doesn’t really
matter what people believe, as long as they
are decent and tolerant,” or of this: “Being a
Christian finally comes down to helping the
poor.” Ideas, doctrines, and dogmas seem to
be at best private convictions and at worst
sources of division and oppression. But all
of this reflects, not the Church's authentic
self-understanding, but the Kantian
prejudice that has formed the modern
consensus. The massively influential
philosopher Immanuel Kant held, of course, that religion is basically resolvable into ethics, that everything else that
preoccupy religious people—liturgy, sacraments, prayer, preaching, pious practice, etc.—is all finally about making

us morally upright people.
But as Pope Benedict XVI reminded us, the Church has three fundamental and mutually implicative tasks: to
care for the poor, to worship God, and to evangelize. Each of these calls out to the other two, and all forms of
reductionism in their regard ought to be avoided. Keep in mind, too, that Pope Francis, whom no one could ever
accuse of indifference to the physical and psychological suffering of the poor, also speaks of those on the
“existential margins,” which is to say, those who are alienated from God and unacquainted with the Gospel. The
“field hospital” of the Church—and how vividly that imagine calls to mind Peter Claver's work—is meant for those
who need care in body, mind, and soul.
Therefore, yes to social justice! And yes to evangelizing! And down with Kantian reductionism!

Pope Francis Will Visit Thailand and Japan in November
Scheduled stops include Tokyo, Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The trip coincides with the 350th anniversary of
the Vatican Mission to Siam.
The Vatican confirmed Friday that Pope
Francis will travel to Thailand and Japan in
November, with stops scheduled in Tokyo,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Pope Francis will visit Thailand Nov. 20-23
in commemoration of the 350th anniversary of the
Vatican Mission to Siam in 1669. The Pope will
then travel Nov. 23-26 to Japan, where the theme
of his visit is “Protect All Life.”
In recent years, the Church has been working
in Japan to respond to life issues and protect the
most vulnerable. The Holy See Press Office said
that the trip’s motto not only applies to respect for
all human dignity, but also extends to the
environment.
“In Japan today, as well, there are a pile of
problems related to life and peace, in addition to
the issues of economy, environment and relations with neighboring countries. Moreover, recovery from
natural catastrophes and nuclear-plant accidents remain as persisting problems,” according to the Vatican
statement.
The papal trip to Japan has been much anticipated, after Pope Francis told journalists in January he was
planning to travel to the country. The Associated Press reported Sept. 13 that Pope Francis will meet with
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Japanese Emperor Naruhito during his visit to the country.
Catholics in Japan make up less than 0.5% of the country’s population. Christianity was first introduced
to Japan in the 16th century by Catholic missionaries, most notably St. Francis Xavier. In the years that
followed, the Catholics in Japan suffered many waves of fierce persecutions, with hundreds martyred,
including 26 canonized saints who were executed by crucifixion in 1597 in Nagasaki.
In Thailand, the small Catholic community — representing less than 0.5% of the mostly Buddhist
population — has been celebrating the 350th anniversary of the Vatican Mission to Siam with events
throughout 2019.
In May, Cardinal Fernando Filoni, the prefect of the Vatican Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples, celebrated Mass with 4,000 Thai people in Sampran, outside of Bangkok.
“Asia is a sector of humanity rich in cultures and organized religions, but with more than 85% of its
members unbaptized,” Cardinal Filoni said at the opening ceremony of the anniversary celebration.
“Asia is the missionary continent par excellence. The universal Church requests your willing cooperation
for missionary activities in this vast continent,” he said.
“We need to reflect that our mission as baptized persons in Asia is indeed a true mission ... when the
witnessing of our faith brings us into confrontation with the multitude of nonbaptized persons, with their
mentality and lifestyle, if not, at times, contrasting with the Gospel and the dignity of the person,” he added.
Pope Francis will be the second pope to visit both Japan and Thailand. St. John Paul II visited Thailand
in 1984 and Japan in 1981. During his visit to Japan, St. John Paul II visited Tokyo, Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
including a stop in the town of the Immaculata established by St. Maximilian Kolbe.
In 2019, Pope Francis has already visited nine other countries outside of Italy, including Panama,
Morocco, Madagascar, Romania and the United Arab Emirates.
On the return flight from his trip to Mozambique, Madagascar and Mauritius in Africa earlier this week,
the Pope told journalists that he does plan to visit more European countries, but he will prioritize visits to
smaller countries within Europe.

This Monday 16TH September at 7.30PM in the church hall (finishes at
9.00pm)

It will be our best time to
format a group of people with all
the Christian Charisms to share,
and to receive; to increase and to
deepen. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME!!!

Following on from our Praise and Worship
and healing service on last Monday I am really
looking forward to seeing more of you on this coming Monday the 16th September. However, to
enable and encourage people who feel that they have been gifted with the charism of healing from
Our Lord we will have Clare Simpson coming to our hall at 7.15 on Monday 16th September to give the
training policy as laid down by the Diocese. Even if you are not sure about the special ministry, please
do try to attend to find out more. We are also privileged to have in attendance Father Laurence Brasil
and Mrs. Pauline Edwards from the Littleway Healing Ministry, and I am sure that if you know them
that you may want to meet them again.

Can Catholics use or wear crystals for healing?
Is it possible to use a crystal for a health benefit without endangering your soul?
Alternative medicines have become extremely popular in the past few years, and using crystals for healing is one
such trend. Many celebrities, such as Katy Perry, Lena Dunham, and Adele all claim they use crystals on a regular basis.
This has led many health spas to promote their use, claiming that crystals can help heal physical ailments or relieve
anxiety.
Are Catholics allowed to use them as well, provided they do so for healing purposes?
First of all, in the medical and scientific community, crystals have not been found to possess any concrete healing
properties. According to Live Science, “Scientifically speaking, there is no evidence that crystal healing can be used to cure
diseases, because diseases have never been found to be the result of a so-called energy flow in the body. Furthermore, no
scientific studies have shown that crystals and gems can be differentiated by chemical composition or color to treat a
particular ailment.”
Crystals do not contain any traceable chemical effect that can produce healing or anxiety-reducing results. If
anything, it may provide a temporary “placebo effect,” which varies according to the individual. Most doctors and medical
professionals advise against the use of crystals.
The dark side of crystals
One of the main reasons crystals are used
for healing is because of a “spiritual connection”
between crystals and the “energy field” that
surrounds a human person. This belief is generally
traced to mystic traditions in Buddhism or
Hinduism. It is said that these crystals can help
correct an “imbalance” that exists in a person’s
energy field.
The problem with this concept is that the
crystals are used to invoke spiritual powers
outside of God. Even if someone claims that the energy field is really the “Holy Spirit,” and uses Christian prayer when
applying crystals, the belief system behind crystals in demonic in nature.
The Vatican produced a document in recent years called, Jesus Christ: The bearer of the water of life, which
denounces such practices as using crystals. The Catechism of the Catholic Church similarly warns against such practices
as they tap into a spiritual realm that can have harmful effects.

All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service
and have a supernatural power over others — even if this were for the sake of restoring their health — are gravely
contrary to the virtue of religion … Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination or magical
practices; the Church for her part warns the faithful against it. Recourse to so-called traditional cures does not justify either
the invocation of evil powers or the exploitation of another’s credulity. (CCC 2117)
Often when a particular crystal does not work the alternative health practitioner may suggest other spiritual practices
that tap into ancient “spiritual energies.” This leads very quickly down a dark path where a person could potentially open
themselves up to demonic influences.
This is not to say that all alternative medicines are evil, but those that invoke spiritual powers outside of God are to
be avoided. Furthermore, if there is no scientific data to back up claims of physical healing, then one can wonder if there is
some other spiritual power at work that can negatively harm our soul.

‘HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very welcome on
TUESDAYS - from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road). Our next

meeting will be on the 1ST October.

This is a very special and different way to read God’s Word – we
continue the journey with St Mark’s Gospel. We ask The Holy Spirit to lead us, to open us for the things which He
would like us to notice, to focus on, to put into the action. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME!!!

After our Septembers’ film watching: ‘THE
DEVIL’s ADVOCATE’ – now it is a time for our review
which will take place on Friday 27th September at 8.10PM in
St Swithun’s hall.

We are very welcome to bring our notes and share
with us everything what will be for us a good lesson for our
daily life and also for the ways of New Evangelization.
Our October’s MOVIE’s adventure we’ll spend with: ‘The Man Without a Face’ - The movie is Mel
Gibson's debut as a director, and shows him not only with a good visual sense, but with what is even
rarer, the confidence to know what
needs to be told and what can be
left unsaid. So, we will start again
with our introduction meeting to
this first film on 11th October
(Friday) at.8.15pm. The showing the
movie will take place on 18th
October in the same place, at the
same time, and finally on 25th
October we are very welcome for
our follow up meeting with
questions, concerns and
conclusions.

Our ‘why’ we do what we do:
“We are here to make Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament better known, loved, honoured,
worshiped and adored. All of our efforts in
this parish will be geared towards helping
every individual to discover the Lord
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586
Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305
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waiting for them to approach Him
The next Ascent Group meeting will be on Monday September the 23 rd in the Church
Hall from 2-15 pm. The guest speaker will be Professor Tony Pointon of the Dickens
Fellowship who will talk on the ‘Launching of Dickens’. Guests welcome”

in the tabernacle”.

Nightfever Gosport
the

Mike and Anne Slater encourage us to join them for
next
Nightfever
event
in
Gosport...

The next Nightfever event in Gosport will be held
at St Mary’s Church, Gosport on Saturday 21st
September from 7.30-10.30pm, when our passers-by
will again be invited to come to spend time with Jesus.
We would like to also invite you to come and spend a
little time in front of the Blessed Sacrament for
the many blessings that bring, not only to yourselves
but our visitors too. Please do come and support this
beautiful outreach – maybe for 30 minutes, maybe an
hour. Your presence could change someone’s life
forever. We look forward to your company.

Divine Mercy Day of Prayer

Advance notice! Divine Mercy Day of Prayer, invoking the
intercession of Our Lady of Walsingham in Westminster
Cathedral - Saturday 28th September 2019, from 9.30am to
4.30pm with Holy Mass at 10.30am. The day will be led by
Bishop John Keenan of Diocese of Paisley and Fr. Dominic
Allain, Pastoral Director of 'From Grief to Grace' among
others. We will bring in prayer to the God of Mercy our
anguish, burden of unspoken grief, horror & fury with regard
to the sexual abuse crisis in the Church. We will pray for the
wounded Body of Christ through prayer and reparation for the
sins of sexual abuse in the Church. We will pray for the
victims of such abuse and plead for God's Healing Mercy.
Bishop John Keenan will lead the central Communal Act of
Reparation. Fr. Dominic Allain will give two powerful talks.
Fr. Dominic speaks as one who regularly leads Retreats to
help heal those who have suffered such abuse. "From Grief to Grace" offers a five-day programme of spiritual
and psychological healing for anyone who has suffered sexual, physical, emotional or spiritual abuse in
childhood or adulthood, including those who are the victims of rape, incest or abuse by members of the clergy.
This process is grounded in the Scriptures, the Sacraments and Prayer, enabling them to open their deepest
wounds to the healing power of Christ the Divine Physician. One person recently said: "I will forever reap
the blessings I received on the Grief to Grace Retreat." For the full programme of the day, please
contact Antonia - antonia@walsingham.org.uk
Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor families with
them Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald,
Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Paatrick McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softely,
Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams,
Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda
K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary
Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all
whose anniversaries occur at this time: 15TH September: Theresa English, Edward
Doherty, Luigi Leoni, Rose Chittick, Gladys Collins, Robert Charman, Cecilia Ryan,
Andrew Cumming, Kitty Abrams, Mary Hogan, Lydia Triccass, William Questret, Ludmilla
Squibb, Rosina Nye, Anne La Santa, Mary Hoare, Thomas Dolan, Ramiro Lopez-Viano,
Joseph Collins, Mick Fenton, Frederick Groom, Francis Tovey, Minnie Donnelly,
Germaine Barnard, Reginald Allen, Richard Maloney, Josephine Ellingham, Jennifer Ann

Zammit, Elizabeth Mary White, Donato Mazzolini, Bernard Cashin, Kathleen O'Driscoll, Aston Bolt, Jeanne 'Jan' Harwood, Frances Strong,
Albert Edward Mason & Alice Casey. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in

peace. Amen

