
 

 

 

Father Marcin is away now till the 

end of August. Let us wish him a 

peaceful and blessed time in Poland. 

FULL DETAILS ON OUR 

WEBSITE for all that is happening 

in our parish. 

Today's Gospel reading is the third of three parables in chapter 13 that deal with the theme of the unexpected 

reversals brought by the Kingdom of God. The other two parables are about the tiny mustard seed that grows 

into a large tree and the small amount of yeast that makes a large batch of dough rise. All three are about the 

few and the many and the Kingdom of God. As this parable opens, Luke reminds us that Jesus is making his 

way to Jerusalem. This journey, this exodus as Luke refers to it, makes up the entire middle of the Gospel. He is 

teaching as he goes. A question from the crowd gives Jesus the chance to make a prophetic statement. Luke 

uses this question device several times in his Gospel. A few weeks ago, the question “What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” led to the parable of the Good Samaritan. The question about will only a few be saved uses 

typical Christian language about salvation but also expresses the Jewish concern about whether everyone who 

calls himself a Jew is faithful to the covenant. This was a concern of the Pharisees. 

Jesus answers that they must strive in the time remaining to enter through the narrow door because many will 

be trying to get in but won't be strong enough. He then moves to a parable about another door. (The translation 

says “gate” then “door,” but the same Greek word is used.) Once all those entering the master's house are in and 

he locks the door, there will be no way for others to get in. Those left outside may knock, but the master will 

say he doesn't know them. Unlike the Gospel reading from a few weeks ago where Jesus was teaching about 

prayer, and we were told to knock, and the door would be opened, in this parable, the master will not open and 

say he does not know us. People from the north, south, east, and west will take our place inside. Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets will take our place in the Kingdom of God. Those who do not make it through 

the narrow door will be cast out to where there is wailing and grinding of teeth. The image of the door is 

replaced in the final verses of the parable with the image of the heavenly banquet. Two passages from the Book 

of Isaiah influence the conclusion. Isaiah 43:5-6 speaks of God bringing Israel's descendants back from the east 

and from the west, the north and the south. And Isaiah 25:6 speaks of the Lord providing a feast of rich foods 

and choice wines for all peoples on his holy mountain. The answer to the question if only a few will be saved is 

no. In the end, many will be saved, but many who thought they would be saved will not be saved. The parable 

is a prophetic warning to repentance to enter the kingdom. 

  CHILDREN’S LITURGY for our Sunday Masses at 10.15am will cease during 
August for the summer break. We begin again from the second week in September, so 
starting back on 8th of September. If any of the Parents would like to join a team of 
dedicated people for this time with the smallest children during the Holy Mass, please 

get in touch with Anne Worden - 02392 817586, or email: 

anne.worden@port.ac.uk We need your help so much, so the children can 

be sure, that their special Liturgy will take place very Sunday.  
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The Ascent Group Trip to Minstead in the New Forest for sightseeing and Cream Tea will be on 

Wednesday August the 28th. Will those who have booked to go please assemble at 12pm on the 

day at St Simons Church car park, at the at the southern end junction of St Ronan’s Road and 

Waverley road, Southsea, to join the red Mini-Bus for the trip. Note that there will be no Ascent 

meeting in the Hall during August.” 

 

 

Mission Witness: ‘Red Box’ Thank you and Appeal 
This weekend we will welcome Fr. Brian Oswald MHM to give the five-yearly Red Box 
Appeal. Through the Red Box we care for our church family around the world.  Thank you 
to all parishioners who already give to the Pope’s official charity for overseas mission – 
Missio – and Britain’s own missionary order, the Mill Hill Missionaries, through the Red Box
There will not be a second collection but if you do not currently have a Red Box, please do 
consider taking one.  It would be fantastic if every home had a Red Box to help care for our 
Church family throughout the world. You can find more information or set up a Direct 
Debit online at mission.org.uk/about-apf 
 

 

 

Please, do not forget, that from this October 2019 we’ll start our YOUTH CLUB for 
the young children and teenagers. The aim is to gather enthusiastic young people 
with a good will to grow up in God’s Wisdom through His Truth and Love. Now, 
we try to prepare a special room for the youth in our St Swithun’s hall – only 
dedicated for them. These young people will be prepared through the next years 
to take part on another time with the youth from all around the world, who will 
come to Lisbon in 2022 to meet with the Pope Francis to celebrate WORLD 
YOUTH DAY there. The meetings will be held on Tuesday from 4.00pm to 
6.00pm. BE READY!!! 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection was £1135.14 (gift aid 67%). 
Your offertory makes the life and work of the Parish possible. THANKSGIVING to all the 

cleaners of the church, and the flower arrangers for their sacrifice for the Lord’s House.  

 

 

 

In September I would like to start with so an incredible movie from 1997 – ‘THE 
DEVIL’s ADVOCATE’. Looking back on 1997's "The Devil's Advocate," it's easy to 
remember the film's major stars (Al Pacino, Keanu Reeves and Charlize Theron), 
the crazy twist ending, and even Pacino's very meaningful good quote: ‘VANITY, 
DEFENITELY MY FAVORITE SIN’. So, everyone is very welcome to join our 
introduction meeting on 6TH September Friday, at 8.10pm in St Swithun’s church 
hall. On 13th September (Friday) at.8.10pm in the same place, we are very 
welcome to watch the movie together, and finally on 27th September for our 
follow up meeting with questions, concerns and conclusions. 

 

 
Please Visit our Parish Website www.stswithuns.org.uk. Did you know since we started this back in August 2017 we have 
had nearly 100K visitors!!! It is a living website with many articles and videos to be found in each online e-newsletter. Each 
week we also have a HYMN of the WEEK from the huge Worship music scene around the world – take a listen! Daily you can 
find our parish services, daily readings, the saint of the day and You can read the daily Devotion Readings for each month. 
If you want to get information of our sacrament programmes with dates; it’s all here! We also publish St Swithun’s RC 

Primary school newsletter in E-Form! Please subscribe to the weekly newsletter to be emailed to you too! 
 

http://www.stswithuns.org.uk/


 

 

Jersey 

Sponsorship 

Reminder 

!!!!! 

If you sponsored our children for their walk around Jersey last month would 
you mind giving your sponsor money to Denis at the end of mass on Sunday 

or send in to the Parish Office. Thank you so much. 
 

JOIN US IN ANOTHER WAY OF THE NEW EVAGELIZATION IN OUR PARISH 
  Today, with a huge joy I would like to announce that on Mondays, after Summer Holidays – we’ll start 
worship evenings, which will include: 

➢ Worship Time with singing; 

➢ Formation time with a very ‘hot’ subjects of our faith; 

➢ Healing Service; 

➢ Intercessory Prayers; 
 
… and every month we’ll invite a particular community of other Christian denominations to worship to 
worship together (of course, on these monthly special ecumenical meetings, everyone is very 
welcome); 

 
  Our Monday’s Worship Time will start at 7.30pm and will last until 
9.00pm The very first meeting will, be held on 2nd September in the 
church hall. Put this date into your diary and bring with You anyone who 
would like to praise the Lord Jesus Christ, know Him better and Love 
Him more. 
 
 
 
 

G. K. Chesterton’s cause 

for sainthood abandoned 

 
 

While the famed author was praised for his evangelical and Catholic writings, there were several factors that did not meet the 
standards for canonization. 
 
After months of investigation and deliberation, Bishop Peter Doyle, of Northhampton, has announced that the cause for 
Chesterton’s possible sainthood will not be pursued. Catholic Herald reports that the prelate cited several factors that 
contributed to the decision, including the lack of a local cult following, the lack of a clear and defined “pattern of personal 
spirituality,” and the presence of anti-Semitic sentiment in Chesterton’s writings. 
The decision was announced at the opening session of the American G.K. Chesterton Society conference, where Bishop 
Doyle praised the prolific author for the evangelical value of his work. Unfortunately, Chesterton’s inspirational writings were 
not enough to warrant sainthood. Bishop Doyle said: 

“I am very conscious of the devotion to GK Chesterton in many parts of the world and of his inspiring influence on so many people, and this makes it 
difficult to communicate the conclusion to which I have come,” the bishop said. 

“That conclusion is that I am unable to promote the cause of GK Chesterton for three reasons. Firstly, and most importantly, there is no local cult. 
Secondly, I have been unable to tease out a pattern of personal spirituality. And, thirdly, even allowing for the context of G K Chesterton’s time, the 
issue of anti-Semitism is a real obstacle particularly at this time in the United Kingdom.” 
 
Fr. John Udris, investigator for Chesterton’s cause, confirmed the decision, calling it a disappointment. However, he did call 
the investigation “an enormous privilege” and noted that his intense examination of Chesterton’s life “has certainly changed 
[him] for good.” 

 

https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2019/08/02/chestertons-cause-will-not-be-opened/


 
 

st sWItHUN’s 
CHURCH -  

(105 Waverley 

Road, Southsea) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings  
of a day 

XXI SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

25-08-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

Robert Price and Cristina Price  

Ameer and Nvid  

  
 

 
Saint Louis of France  

Isaiah 66:18-21, 
Psalm 116(117), 

Hebrews 12:5-7 11-13, 
Luke 13:22-30 

MONDAY 
26-08-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 
 
 

 NO MASS!! 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 

Saint Joseph Calasanz 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 8-10, 

Psalm 149:1-6 9, 
Matthew 23:13-22 

TUESDAY 
27-08-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7:00pm  

  
 

 Daily Readings (no Mass) 
 We pray the Rosary & Devotions 
NO MASS!! 

Saint Monica 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, 
Psalm 138(139):1-3 4-6, 

Matthew 23:23-26 

WEDNESDAY 
28-08-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

  
 

 Daily Readings (no Mass) 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

Saint Augustine of Hippo 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13, 
Psalm 138(139):7-12, 

Matthew 23:27-32 

THURSDAY 
29-08-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 

 Daily Readings (no Mass) 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

Martyrdom of John the 
Baptist 

1 Thessalonians 3:7-13, 
Psalm 89(90):3-4 12-14 17, 

Mark 6:17-29 

 
FRIDAY 

30-08-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00pm 

 
 

 Daily Readings (no Mass) 

We pray the Rosary & Devotions  
NO MASS!! 

Saint Jeanne Jugan 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, 
Psalm 96(97):1-2 5-6 10-

12, 
Matthew 25:1-13 

SATURDAY 
31-08-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 

 Daily Readings (no Mass) 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

Saints Joseph of 
Arimathea and 

Nicodemus 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-11, 
Psalm 97(98):1 7-9, 
Matthew 25:14-30 

XXII SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

01-09-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

 

 
 

urzula  rosiak RIP 

 
 

  
 

 

Ecclesiasticus 3:19-21 30-31, 

Psalm 67(68):4-7 10-11, 
Hebrews 12:18-19 22-

24,Luke 14:1 7-14 

 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
 

THURSDAY 
29-08-2019 

12.00 noon 
  

NO MASS!! 
Until 5th September 2019 

 

Martyrdom of John the 
Baptist 

1 Thessalonians 3:7-13, 
Psalm 89(90):3-4 12-14 17, 

Mark 6:17-29 

Saturday 31-08-2019 
VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS 

 
6.00 pm 

 Saints Joseph of 
Arimathea and 

Nicodemus 

Ecclesiasticus 3:19-21 30-31, 

Psalm 67(68):4-7 10-11, 
Hebrews 12:18-19 22-

24,Luke 14:1 7-14 

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Noreen Priddy, Charlie Albert Matthews, Aileen Hopkins, Ann Ford, Piam Brown 

Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor families with them, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kevin 

& Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Patrick McCreesh, 

Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta 

Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan, Jo Wheeler 

and Josephine Butler.   

 And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 25th August: Brian Boulter, Renee Cairnie, Alfred Ham, Michael Hampson, Marjorie 

Palmer, Pauline (Polly) Darling, John Sanders, John Stewart, Bruce Arthur Blackman, Margaret Spinks, Reginald Penfold, Marcello James, 

Arthur Crick, Tadeusz Pospieszynski, Kathleen Mary Mona Valley, Sheila Wood, Eliza Miller, Lilian Glenister, Archibald Whittle, Lilian 

Bedford, Ivy Louisa Oine, Auguste Virginia Lynne Wild, Margaret Blakehouse, Patrick Coman, John Barry, Cecil Smeed, John Henney, 

Bronislavia Wardega, Margaret Cynthia Plater, Richard Trimble, Raymond Tudor, Eileen Gilbert, Leslie Ernest Wyles, Bernard Paulden, 

Martin Walter Harvey Williams, Thomas Joseph Harper, Van Duy Do, Margaret Redman, John McGraw, Gladys Hampton, Frank Charles 

Snell, Josephine Wyatt, Stanley Cyril Allen,  May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen 

 


