
 
  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Catholic Church celebrates World Communications Day on Sunday 2 June 2019 when 
we are asked to pray for those who work in the media. 
  It's a digital world and since the launch of the internet, the Church has always sought to 
promote its use in the service of the encounter between persons, and of solidarity among all. 
  While governments seek legal ways to regulate the digital world and to protect the original 
vision of a free, open and secure network, we all have the possibility and the responsibility to 
promote its positive use. 
  Statistics show that among young people one in four is involved in episodes of 
cyberbullying. To stem this phenomenon, an International Observatory for Cyberbullying 
Prevention will be established, with its headquarters in the Vatican. 
  Pope Francis invites us to reflect on our ‘being-in-relation’, and to rediscover, in the 
current communications context, the very human desire not to be left isolated or lonely. 
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  Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a 

very, very old practice originally arising out of 

devotion to the Sacred wounds of Christ and all 

that His sacrifice for us embodied. It is a 

beautiful practice with which you can get closer 

to Jesus in contemplation of the Passion and 

His most perfect sacrifice.  In 1899, the human 

race was dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

through Pope Leo XIII’s decree in his 

encyclical Annum Sacrum. Pope Pius X 

extended this by instituting this dedication be 

renewed yearly.   
  The Feast Day for the Sacred Heart of Jesus falls 19 days after Pentecost. This year 2019, it 

will fall on June 28TH. The devotion is often tied to the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

which occurs a day after.  
   

 

  Jesus institutes the Sacrament of Priesthood at the Last Supper, when He gave His Body and Blood to His 

Apostles. Every Catholic priest looks on this moment as the foundation of that ministry in which he has a share.  
  Jesus very consciously chose to make clear this institution’s inner meaning by per-forming an 
extraordinary act of humility and love at that same meal. Jesus washed the Apostles’ feet. 
  Peter’s reaction shows the radical humility of Jesus’ choice. “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus’ action 
contradicted Peter’s expectations of the relationship between a teacher and disciple. He perceived how much 
Jesus was putting off His glory, as it were, and demonstrating clearly that He “came not to be served, but to 
serve.” Jesus’ self-effacing posture is directly linked to the meaning of the Eucharist – to His Body, which is 
given up for us. Jesus’ gift did not stop at washing the Apostles’ feet; no, He would walk willingly to the Cross 
for all of them, for all of us – poor, abandoned, and unattractive in the world’s eyes. 
  Every priest is called to make his own Jesus’ words, “This is my Body which is given for you,” not only 
during the Eucharist, but in every aspect of life. Jesus’ every act was coherent with what He preached, and His 
giving Himself in the Eucharist totally harmonious with His own self-emptying for all. Jesus puts aside His 
glory, becomes a servant to the Apostles, and – in doing so – in an astonishing way reveals who He is. For a 

 

 



 

priest, as for all Christians, the gifts of modesty, humility, and poverty come through the Paschal Mystery, in 
which Christ became a servant and called us to do the same. 
DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings  
of a day 

 
VII SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
02-06-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

Fr Marcin’s 20th anniv. Of Priesthood 
 
 

Fr Marcin’s 20th anniv. Of Priesthood 

  Mass in Polish: For all the   
  priests ordained in 1999 in  
   Krakow 

 

Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29; 
Psalm 66; 

Apocalypse 21: 10-14, 
22-23; 

John 14: 23-29; 

MONDAY 
03-06-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

 Liturgy of the Word (no Mass) 
  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 

The 7TH Week of Easter 
St Charles Lwanga  

& Companions, Martyrs 

Acts 19: 1-8; 
Psalm - 67; 

John 16: 29-33; 

TUESDAY 
04-06-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

 Liturgy of the Word (no Mass) 
  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
The 7TH Week of Easter 

 

Acts 20: 17-18; 
Psalm - 67; 

John 17: 1-11a; 

WEDNESDAY 
05-06-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

   Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

 Liturgy of the Word (no Mass) 
  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

The 7TH Week of Easter 
St Boniface, Religious, 

Bishop & Martyr 

Acts 20: 28-38; 
Psalm - 67; 

John 17: 11b-19; 

THURSDAY 
06-06-2019 

 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am  

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

 Liturgy of the Word (no Mass) 
  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

The 7TH Week of Easter 
St Norbert, Founder, 

Bishop 

Acts 22: 30; 23: 6-11; 
Psalm - 15; 

John 17: 20-26; 

 
FRIDAY 

07-06-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

7.00pm  

   Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

 Liturgy of the Word (no Mass) 
  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 
Intention of Elizabeth Miller 
followed by Exposition of The Blessed 
Sacrament & Divine Mercy Chaplet sung 

 
 

The 7TH Week of Easter 
 

 
Acts 25: 13b-21; 

Psalm – 102; 
Luke 21: 15-19; 

SATURDAY 
08-06-2019 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

   Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 
 

+ Barry Wright RIP 
  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
The 7TH Week of Easter 

 

Acts 28: 16-20, 30-31; 
Psalm - 10; 

John 21: 20-25; 

 
VII SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
09-06-2019  

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

Intention of Elizabeth Miller 

 

Thanksgiving of the results of FMDM 
General Chapter 

 Mass in Polish: For Living 
Rosary Group 

 

 
Acts 2: 1-11; 
Psalm 103; 

Romans 8: 8-17; 
John 14: 15-16, 23-26; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

   

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The 

total amount was: £1430.41 (60,19% Gift Aid). As always, 
your generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory make the life 
and work of the Parish possible. THIS Weekend: Second 
Collection (obligatory) for Catholic Communications 
Network. 
 

  GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Due to strict data 
protection rules it is essential on entering hospital to 
indicate your details or those of your relative to be 
passed on to the Catholic Chaplain. Also state that you 
or your relative would like the Catholic Chaplain to visit 

THURSDAY 
06-06-2019 

 

 
12.00noon 

   
NO MASS! 

 

NO MASS! 

Acts 22: 30; 23: 6-11; 
Psalm - 15; 

John 17: 20-26; 

Saturday 08-06-2017 
VIGIL of  

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

  
For all Parishioners – 

living and dead 

 

Acts 7: 55-60; 
Psalm 96; 

Apocalypse 22: 12-14, 
16-17, 20; 

John 17: 20-26; 

 



 

you. Chaplains visit the wards during the week and provide an on-call service in case of 
emergency. 
 

Pope’s message for World Communications Day 2019 
  Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

  Ever since the internet first became available, the Church has always sought to promote its use in the service 
of the encounter between persons, and of solidarity among all. With this Message, I would like to invite you once 
again to reflect on the foundation and importance of our being-in-relation and to rediscover, in the vast array of 
challenges of the current communications context, the desire of the human person who does not want to be left 
isolated and alone. 
  The metaphors of the net and community 

Today’s media environment is so pervasive as to be indistinguishable from the sphere of everyday life. The Net is a 
resource of our time. It is a source of knowledge and relationships that were once unthinkable. However, in terms 
of the profound transformations technology has brought to bear on the process of production, distribution and use 
of content, many experts also highlight the risks that threaten the search for, and sharing of, authentic information 
on a global scale. If the Internet represents an extraordinary possibility of access to knowledge, it is also true that it 
has proven to be one of the areas most exposed to disinformation and to the conscious and targeted distortion of 
facts and interpersonal relationships, which are often used to discredit. 
  We need to recognize how social networks, on the one hand, help us to better connect, rediscover, and assist 
one another, but on the other, lend themselves to the manipulation of personal data, aimed at obtaining political or 
economic advantages, without due respect for the person and his or her rights. Statistics show that among young 
people one in four is involved in episodes of cyberbullying. 

  In this complex scenario, it may be useful to reflect again on the metaphor of the net, which was the basis of 
the Internet to begin with, to rediscover its positive potential. The image of the net invites us to reflect on the 
multiplicity of lines and intersections that ensure its stability in the absence of a centre, a hierarchical structure, a 
form of vertical organization. The networks because all its elements share responsibility. 
  From an anthropological point of view, the metaphor of the net recalls another meaningful image: the 
community. A community is that much stronger if it is cohesive and supportive, if it is animated by feelings of trust, 
and pursues common objectives. The community as a network of solidarity requires mutual listening and dialogue, 
based on the responsible use of language. 
  Everyone can see how, in the present scenario, social network communities are not automatically 
synonymous with community. In the best cases, these virtual communities are able to demonstrate cohesion and 
solidarity, but often they remain simply groups of individuals who recognize one another through common 
interests or concerns characterized by weak bonds. Moreover, in the social web identity is too often based on 
opposition to the other, the person outside the group: we define ourselves starting with what divides us rather than 
with what unites us, giving rise to suspicion and to the venting of every kind of prejudice (ethnic, sexual, religious 
and other). This tendency encourages groups that exclude diversity, that even in the digital environment nourish 
unbridled individualism which sometimes ends up fomenting spirals of hatred. In this way, what ought to be a 

 



 
window on the world becomes a showcase for exhibiting personal narcissism. 
  The Net is an opportunity to promote encounter with others, but it can also increase our self-isolation, like a 
web that can entrap us. Young people are the ones most exposed to the illusion that the social web can completely 
satisfy them on a relational level. There is the dangerous phenomenon of young people becoming “social hermits” 
who risk alienating themselves completely from society. This dramatic situation reveals a serious rupture in the 
relational fabric of society, one we cannot ignore. 
  This multiform and dangerous reality raises various questions of an ethical, social, juridical, political and 
economic nature, and challenges the Church as well. While governments seek legal ways to regulate the web and to 
protect the original vision of a free, open and secure network, we all have the possibility and the responsibility to 
promote its positive use. 
  Clearly, it is not enough to multiply connections in order to increase mutual understanding. How, then, can 
we find our true communitarian identity, aware of the responsibility we have towards one another in the online 
network as well? 

  “We are members one of another” 
  A possible answer can be drawn from a third metaphor: that of the body and the members, which Saint Paul 
uses to describe the reciprocal relationship among people, based on the organism that unites them. “Therefore, 
putting away falsehood, speak the truth, each to his neighbour, for we are members one of another” (Eph 4:25). 
Being members one of another is the profound motivation with which the Apostle invites us to put away falsehood 
and speak the truth: the duty to guard the truth springs from the need not to belie the mutual relationship of 
communion. Truth is revealed in communion. Lies, on the other hand, are a selfish refusal to recognize that we are 
members of one body; they are a refusal to give ourselves to others, thus losing the only way to find ourselves. 
  The metaphor of the body and the members leads us to reflect on our identity, which is based on 
communion and on “otherness”. As Christians, we all recognize ourselves as members of the one body whose head 
is Christ. This helps us not to see people as potential competitors, but to consider even our enemies as persons. We 
no longer need an adversary in order to define ourselves, because the all-encompassing gaze we learn from Christ 
leads us to discover otherness in a new way, as an integral part and condition of relationship and closeness. 
  Such a capacity for understanding and communication among human persons is based on the communion of 
love among the divine Persons. God is not Solitude, but Communion; he is Love, and therefore communication, 
because love always communicates; indeed, it communicates itself in order to encounter the other. In order to 
communicate with us and to communicate himself to us, God adapts himself to our language, establishing a real 
dialogue with humanity throughout history (cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Dei 
Verbum, 2). 
  By virtue of our being created in the image and likeness of God who is communion and communication-of-
Self, we carry forever in our hearts the longing for living in communion, for belonging to a community. “Nothing, 
in fact, is as specific to our nature as entering into a relationship one with another, having need of one another,” 
says Saint Basil. 
  The present context calls on all of us to invest in relationships, and to affirm the interpersonal nature of our 
humanity, including in and through the network. All the more so, we Christians are called to manifest that 
communion which marks our identity as believers. Faith itself, in fact, is a relationship, an encounter; and under the 
impetus of God’s love, we can communicate, welcome and understand the gift of the other and respond to it. 
  Communion in the image of the Trinity is precisely what distinguishes the person from the individual. From 
faith in God who is Trinity, it follows that in order to be myself I need others. I am truly human, truly personal, 
only if I relate to others. In fact, the word “person” signifies the human being as a “face”, whose face is turned 
towards the other, who is engaged with others. Our life becomes more human insofar as its nature becomes less 
individual and more personal; we see this authentic path of becoming more human in one who moves from being 
an individual who perceives the other as a rival, to a person who recognizes others as travelling companions. 

  From a “like” to an “amen” 
  The image of the body and the members reminds us that the use of the social web is complementary to an 
encounter in the flesh that comes alive through the body, heart, eyes, gaze, breath of the other. If the Net is used as 
an extension or expectation of such an encounter, then the network concept is not betrayed and remains a resource 
for communion. If a family uses the Net to be more connected, to then meet at table and look into each other’s 
eyes, then it is a resource. If a Church community coordinates its activity through the network, and then celebrates 
the Eucharist together, then it is a resource. If the Net becomes an opportunity to share stories and experiences of 
beauty or suffering that are physically distant from us, in order to pray together and together seek out the good to 
rediscover what unites us, then it is a resource. 
  We can, in this way, move from diagnosis to treatment: opening the way for dialogue, for encounter, for 
“smiles” and expressions of tenderness... This is the network we want, a network created not to entrap, but to 



 
liberate, to protect a communion of people who are free. The Church herself is a network woven together by 
Eucharistic communion, where unity is based not on “likes”, but on the truth, on the “Amen”, by which each one 
clings to the Body of Christ, and welcomes others. 

From the Vatican, Francis 

 

  BAPTISM PREPARATION:  2nd Session -13th June, Thursday from 6.45pm to 8.00pm 
in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 

            30th June- at 10.15am Sunday Mass in St 
Swithun's church - Introducing the children to the 
Community of the Church and the First Anointing 
with the Catechumens' Oil; and 14TH JULY 2019 
SUNDAY at 10.15am Mass - SACRAMENT OF 
BAPTISM. Please, notice that it is expected from the Parents 

& God -Parents to practice their faith, which also means to 

attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
 

  Significant Wedding 

Anniversaries 2019 
  Are you celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th or Anniversary over 60 years? If so Bishop Philip would 
like to invite you to a Mass of Celebration. This will take place at St Bede’s Church in Basingstoke 
on Saturday 6th July 2019. It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and witness to Marriage. 
  If you would like to come, please fill in the form below or send an email 
to anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Please note this address is not monitored daily and you may 
have to wait for a reply, so please be patient. Or contact your Parish Secretary. 
  To help celebrate the occasion please could you provide a COPY of your Wedding photograph, you can 
upload it when you complete the form. Alternatively send via email to above email address or by post to the 
following address: St Bede’s Parish Office, Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX. Please mark envelope 
Significant Wedding Mass 
 
    Inviting you to a Retreat Day: The Great Story of Jesus!: why 
& how He came, His life, His death, His resurrection and 
ascension, followed by His invitation for each of us to encounter Him and 
follow Him. 
  The day will be a mixture of scripture, prayer, video segments and 
short times of sharing in small groups. Confession will also be offered. 
 This retreat is part of the Ananias accompaniment training, which is just 
starting to be offered around the diocese. After this retreat was run in 
another parish recently, Canon Paul Townsend wrote: “The day provided a 
much needed and requested opportunity for us to explore our faith journey and more 
deeply to accept the personal challenges and invitations that come with a growing 
relationship with Jesus. To see our personal faith journey as related to the whole biblical 
story of faith and to be supported by the faith stories of others is an indispensable 
element in the life of disciples.” 

  The retreat will take place at St. Bede’s, Popley Way, 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Thank You so much for the last session and we are very 
welcome to come for the next one, which will be held on 6TH June 2019 (THURSDAY) from 

5pm to 6.30pm, and we’ll focus on the ‘The Holy Body & Precious Blood of Christ’. 
  Please, have with You always your rosary beads - the wooden ones for the practice.  

 SHORT REMINDER FOR THE PARENTS OF THE FIRST COMMUNION CHILDREN - All the Parents should stay for the 

sessions with the children, please. PLEASE, BRING YOUR MASS ATTANDENCE BOOK WITH THE COLLECTED STICKERS 

 

 

mailto:anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 
Basingstoke  RG24 9DX on Saturday 8th June, 2019 from 9.30am 
– 4pm (the parish is having a special Vigil Mass at 4.30pm for 
those who would like to stay on) and will be run by Sr Veronica 
Brennan OP, Clare Simpson and Friars of the Carmelite Priory, 
Boars Hill, Oxford. Hot drinks will be provided, but please bring 
a packed lunch. Please register your attendance with Grania 
Egan: gegan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

  “Being 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but 
the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new 
horizon and a decisive direction.” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, 
Deus Caritas Est. 
  Dear Parents of the children of the age from 11 to 17 

years old & Dear Children – I would like to invite You – 

YOUNG PEOPLE for our SPONSORED WALK AROUND 

JERSEY (Channel Islands), which will be dedicated to raise 

funds for our ministry among the homeless in Portsmouth, but 

also in the prison. 

  It will start on 22nd July – MONDAY and we’ll be back on FRIDAY 26TH July. We’ll walk approx. 8 

miles per day, 

visiting at the 

same time 

some 

interesting 

places there, 

having fun and 

a spiritual 

journey through 

our faith. 

  If You 

would like to 

take a part in it, 

and your 

Parents are 

happy about 

this, please 

collect from Fr 

Marcin on The 

Pentecost 

Sunday 9TH 

June, after 

Mass a sheet 

with the details of a trip. Of course, everything will be covered by The Safeguarding documents and rules. 

Please, pray about it and make a decision. Let’s help to make a difference in the homeless’ lives together. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints who were friends in real life! 
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  CORPUS CHRISTI FLOWER CARPET – There are few seats left at the coach leaving St 

Joseph’s Church on the Feast of Corpus Christi at 10 – 10.30am, June 20th. Please, contact 

Sylvia at 092 734549. A beautiful opportunity. 

 
 

  My Dearest Parishioners, Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends 
  I would like thank You so, so much for all your support to organize for my priests friends our 
celebration of 20th  Anniversary of the Priesthood here, among us. I have experienced such a help and 
kindness from You and all kind of support. The most amazing and meaningful thing which appeared 
at the same time is, that so many of You, came to ask – if You can help in any way, and so many of 
You helped so much in the ways which were beyond my expectations. This Parish has so much 
potential, people with Big Hearts and the Hands ready to help.  
  You read these words, when my colleagues are already here, and I’m sure that You have 
welcomed them in your very special way. After the celebrations here with You, we will go on 
Monday 3rd June to my previous parish in New Milton to celebrate The Holy Mass at 10am, there. 

After that we’ll go for our short spiritual retreat to Douai Abbey Monastery in Reading (2 days) 
followed by 2 days visiting London, so I will back on Friday evening to celebrate the evening 

Mass here. May Almighty God always bless your merciful hearts and protect You from any evil. I 
assure You of the constant prayers of myself and my fellow priests for your intentions. Pray for us as 
well, please. 

 
 Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Andrea Halloran, Brian Boulter, Charlie Albert Matthews, Aileen Hopkins, Ann 

Ford,  Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor families with them, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, 

Shirley Parker, Kevin & Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, 

Patrick McCreesh, Eddie Coppani,  Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, 

Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Catherine 

Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.    

‘HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very welcome on 
TUESDAYS - from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the church hall. The next one will be on 11th 
June 2019. And keep other dates in your Diary, please: 25TH June; 2ND & 16TH July 
2019. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  
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  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 2ND JUNE: John Topham, Jane Pattinson, Owen Kelly (Michael), Francis 

Howe, Norah McCormick, Zoe Hatherall, Jenny "Jean" Winter, Iva Campbell, Patrick John Hopkins, Patrick Murphy, Amy 

Stockbridge, Edna Mary Broderick, Elizabeth Mary Broom, Frances Lilian Wilkins, Frances Willls, Gwendoline Morgan, Andrew 

Peter Cretton, Mary Bridget McCulla, Sharon Kathleen Gormley, William John Smyth (Bill), Thomas Wheaton, Barry Frank Walker, 

Patrick Sheerin, Vina Woolger, Vera Gudgeon, Michael John O'Connor, William Randle, Anne Scott, Isobel Welsh, Harold Butler, 

Stanislar Tluszcz, Kathleen Shearman, Mary Comley, James Palmer, Peter John Keane, Jim Kirby, Eileen English. And all who lost 

their lives during the World Wars and terrorist’s attacks. 
 May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 


