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Now that Pesach is well behind us, and the 
pots and pans have been put away, how are we 
faring here in Jerusalem?

The good news is that the environment 
around us has largely opened up and we are 
returning to the semblance of life before Covid-
19, with restrictions in a lighter form. Yeshivas 
have now begun, Rosh Chodesh Iyar marked by 
a familiar sight, bochurim with their cases on 
wheels and hat boxes, returning to yeshiva.

An early indication of the amelioration in 
the situation was evident already erev Pesach. 
Last year we were forbidden to gather in the 
streets to burn chometz, which in a usual year 
takes place in giant metal containers provided 
by the Iriah (Jerusalem Municipality). This year, 
they indeed appeared – fervently attended to by 
local boys – the flames leaping high. It’s part of 
the brenn of erev Yom Tov, as the smoke rises, 
a rey’ach nicho’ach to Hashem! 

For us, like many others, the highlight of 
Chol Hamoed each year is a visit to the Kosel, 
direct public buses provided from the various 
shechunas (districts) of Jerusalem – and from 
towns around the country – for the occasion. 
Some come particularly for the giant Birchas 
Kohanim, usually held on what is the first day 
of Chol Hamoed for chutznicks, to give them an 
opportunity to attend. This year it was actually 

held twice, on both the first and second day 
of Chol Hamoed, in order to limit crowding. 
Whenever you choose to go, you’ll meet a 
familiar face! 

From where we live – usually it’s a mere 
twenty minutes to the Kosel – on Chol Hamoed 
the journey takes longer due to extra traffic. 
Once there we were met by a familiar sight: 

the Kosel plaza packed with capsulot (capsules) 
constructed of plastic sheeting, each section 
large enough to hold a minyan of well-spaced 
mispallelim.  Also evident were white-domed 
tents, their roofs providing welcome shelter 
from the elements in what has been a rainy 
winter. Entrance to the inside section at 
the left of the Kosel was strictly limited – 
normally it’s packed inside – allowing one 
the rare experience of actually being able to 
breath in there!

The week after Pesach – still bein 
hazemanim – we were hit by a sudden sharav 
(heatwave), temperatures reaching 35celcius 
in many parts of the country. Outings were 
in abundance, the north of the land especially 
popular – Tiveria, Meron, Tzefas, and the 
Golan. Amongst bochurim, hiking is a big 
attraction, a strict necessity being to bring 
large quantities of drinking water. Further 
south, the Dead Sea is popular – the nearest 
beach located at the northern end of the 
sea only thirty minutes from Jerusalem – 
although at this time of year the water is 
still cold.

So, Pesach came to an end – the first year 
after the exodus from corona – with all its 
laws and statutes. Just as we merited to make 
it this year, so may we merit to make it next 
year, in Yerusholayim rebuilt!
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