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At this month’s meeting of the 
Brookwood Last Post ceremony, 
Lieutenant André Bloch was the subject 
of individual remembrance by Paul 
McCue, Executive Trustee of SECRET 
WW2 and historian to the Brookwood 
Last Post Association.

Lieutenant Bloch (who served as 
Lieutenant Alan George Boyd) was 
a secret agent of F (French) Section, 
Special Operations Executive (SOE).  He 
was born 19th June 1914 in Paris, the son 
of French Jews, Edmond and Suzanne 
Bloch. 

A graduate of Lyon university, he 
worked as a solicitor’s clerk. When war 
came, he served in the French Army 
as a liaison officer with the British 
Expeditionary Force and after the fall 
of France in 1940, came to England 
and chose to join the Royal Fusiliers of 
the British Army, rather than the Free 
French forces of General de Gaulle. He 
volunteered for SOE in February 1941 
and began his training as an agent at 
STS 5, Wanborough Manor, not far from 
Brookwood. He was commissioned into 
the General List of the British Army 
and was parachuted into France in 
September 1941 as radio operator for 
the AUTOGYRO network. At one time 
he was the only F Section radio operator 
working in the Nazi-occupied zone of 
France and served five different agents.

Bloch is believed to have been 
arrested in Le Mans by the Germans 
on or about 13 November 1941. One 
version of the reason for his capture is 
that a French neighbour had denounced 

him as a Jew. It was later reported that 
he had remained silent despite beatings 
and torture and though he had been 
caught with a radio, it is doubtful if the 
Germans discovered that their prisoner 
was a British officer.  Normally, any 
such captured agent would have been 
deported to Germany, but Bloch instead 
suffered the fate of many of his fellow 
Frenchmen caught in resistance activity.  
He was tried by a German military 
court, sentenced to death and taken 
to Fort Mont-Valérien in Suresnes in 
the western suburbs of Paris and it 
was there, in a clearing close to the 
fort’s walls, that Bloch was shot on 11 
February 1942.  Bloch was the first SOE 
agent to be executed by the Nazis in 
France. He was aged 27.

Colonel Buckmaster, head of F 
Section, SOE, described Bloch as:

‘A steady and reliable W/T operator 
and a good officer.  Courageous and 
persevering’.  

Bloch was awarded a posthumous 
Mention in Despatches by the British 
and the Médaille de la Résistance by the 
French.

André Bloch is formally 
commemorated at Brookwood Military 
Cemetery, in Surrey on the Memorial to 
the Missing 1939-1945: panel 21, column 
3. French sources suggest, however, 
that his body was among those of 
many hostages and résistants shot at 
Mont-Valérien that were buried in the 
cemetery at Ivry-sur-Seine in Paris.  A 
commemorative plaque to his memory 
is consequently on a cemetery wall there 
and he is also listed at the F Section 
Memorial at Valençay in France.

Remembering Lieutenant Andre Bloch

The heavy rains and low temperatures last 
week here in Jerusalem did nothing to dampen 
the fervour for the Dirshu Mishnah Berurah 
siyum, scheduled to take place at the end of the 
week, one on Thursday night, with a second 
on Motzoei Shabbos. Each was scheduled for 
the same place, the giant Mifal Hapayis Arena, 
towards the south of Jerusalem.

Principally intended for those who participate 
in the Dirshu programs, desire to attend spilled 
over well into the rest of the community. In 
the period up to the siyum, the search for 
tickets was on, those whose efforts proved 
successful usually the ones with ‘protektzia’, 
personal contact with someone high up in the 
Dirshu hierarchy!

The Thursday night siyum was for the 
communities outside of Jerusalem, with special 
transport arranged in a giant operation from 
different parts of the country.  Flow in they did 
indeed, from Tzefas and Tiveria in the north, 
all the way down to Tifrach and Netivot in 
the south. Everyone converged on one central 
location: the giant arena in Jerusalem. For 
those who still could not get in, the Thursday 
night session was also relayed live to Binyanei 
Ha’umah, in central Jerusalem!

The Thursday night siyum was honoured by 
Rav Dovid Hofstedter, nasi of Dirshu, in whose 

zechus everything was taking place. The evening 
was also graced by the presence of Sar HaTorah, 
Rav Chaim Kanievsky, who conveyed divrei 
chizzuk and bracha. 

On Motzoei Shabbos the siyum commenced 
at 9pm, two-and-a half hours after the end of 
Shabbos, this time intended for the communities 
of Jerusalem. The specially chartered buses from 
the various shechunas streamed in – from Bayit 
Vegan, Ramat Shlomo, Har Nof, Ramot, Neve 
Yaakov, and so on. With their arrival, the giant 
stadium filled up, in eager anticipation.

Honouring the siyum this time were the 
Admor of Boyan, the Admor of Modzhitz 
among many other distinguished rabbonim  
The keynote address was delivered by Rav 
Dovid Cohen, Rosh Yeshivas Chevron, who 
reflected on the remarkable Simchas HaTorah 
that night. Referring to the Nefesh Hachaim and 
Tanna d’bei Eliyahu, he talked about one who is 
mekadesh himself through Torah and the effect 
he has.

In true Dirshu custom, the choreography 
of the evening was excellent, the evening 
accompanied by a live orchestra, the Malchus 
choir, as well as a Chassidishe boys’ choir. Well 
known soloists also participated, including 
Motti Steinmetz, Zanvil Weinberger, Arele 
Samet, Motti Vizel and Naftali Kemper, who at 

the end all joined together.
Towards the end of the evening, the music 

went somber and on the screen appeared 
yahrzeit candles together with pictures of the 
holy neshamas taken from us last Lag B’Omer at 
Meron. On the same screen appeared the words 
Ele Ezkera – ‘These I will remember’ – whilst the 
choir sang Ani Ma’amin and the tzibbur joined in. 

At the conclusion of proceedings, which was 
well after midnight, the scramble was on to find 
the location of one’s designated transport for 
the return journey. Most people reached home 
well into the early hours, great effort required 
to get up in time for shul only a few hours later. 
Most headed first for the bracha, ‘Hanosen la’yo’af 
ko’ach’!  

A dose of Dirshu fervour
JERUSALEM REFLECTIONS                       AKIVA AARONSON

  Rav Dovid Cohen addressing the siyum


