
68 COMMUNITY20 Sivan 5777  //  June 14, 2017Tribute

A. AARONSON

The Torah world on both 
sides of the Atlantic was 
deeply saddened by the sud-
den passing of Harav Chanan 
Dovid Noble, zt”l, on Chol 
Hamoed Pesach at the age of 
59.

Chanan Dovid was born 
in Tishrei 5718/October 
1957, in the United States, 
to Reb Yitzchak and Bracha 
Noble. When the time came 
for them to fi nd a school for 
their son they were deter-
mined to give him a full 
Torah education, which in 
their neighborhood of New 
York was not common at 
the time. Although the costs 
involved were beyond the 
family means, nevertheless 
they persevered, Mrs. Noble 
taking on extra employment 
to provide the necessary 
income. 

In 5731/1971 the fam-
ily moved to Eretz Yisra-
el, where Chanan Dovid 
learned under Harav Aharon 
Pfeuff er, zt”l. Cognizant 
of Chanan Dovid’s poten-
tial, Rav Pfeuff er directed 
him to Yeshivah Torah Ore, 
Yerushalayim, and there he 
remained until his last days. 

Throughout these years, 
he was close with the Rosh 
Yeshivah, Hagaon Harav 
Chaim Pinchas Schein-
berg, zt”l, who took personal 
interest in his development. 
Chanan Dovid took notes on 
Rav Scheinberg’s shiurim on 
Mishnah Berurah with such 
clarity that the notes were 
used by Rav Scheinberg’s 
son-in-law Harav Chaim Dov 
Altusky, zt”l, in his own sefer, 
Chiddushei Basra.

At Torah Ore, Chanan 
Dovid heard shiurim from 
Harav Zvi Kushelevsky, who 
was then a Maggid Shiur 
in the yeshivah. Chanan 
Dovid eagerly shared his 
own chiddushim with oth-
ers, encouraging the young-
er talmidim to write their 
own chiddushim as well. He 
learned b’chavrusa with Rav 
Altusky’s son-in-law Rabbi 
Yehoshua Chaitovsky, and 
was particularly close with 
the Mashgiach, Harav Zeidel 
Epstein, zt”l.

Upon reaching marriage-
able age, Chanan Dovid 
married his Rabbanit, 
Rivka, daughter of Harav 
Yechiel Zilberberg, shlita, 
author of Minchas Yachid, 
a well-known baal korei in 

the Mir Yeshivah, and one 
of the outstanding talmidei 
chachamim there. Chanan 
Dovid’s own ameilus baTo-
rah was likewise exemplary. 
Despite personal diffi  cul-
ties he did not leave the beis 
medrash from morning until 
night, an example to others to 
do the same; his wife willing 
to forgo material comforts 
for the sake of his learning. 

The crowning achieve-
ment of Rav Noble’s life was 
undoubtedly his work in the 
area of Toras HaGra, the 
writings of Rabbeinu Eliya-
hu, the Vilna Gaon, which 
was clearly his shlichus in 
this world. In 5746/1986, 
when he was only 28 years 
old, he published the com-
mentary of the Gaon to 
Megillas Esther, which was 
well received not only by 
those involved with Toras 
HaGra, but by the wider 
Torah world, as well. 

He was zocheh to see it 
reprinted almost every year 
since it fi rst appeared, mak-
ing it one of the most widely 
used sefarim of the Gaon. 
As a result, the perush of the 
Gaon became accessible to 
countless thousands, with 
incalculable benefi t to Jewry.

In preparation for his 
sefer on Esther, Rav Noble 
consulted with the Steipler 
Gaon, Harav Yaakov Yisra-
el Kanievsky, zt”l, who in 
turn directed him to Hagaon 
Harav Shlomo Brevda, zt”l. 
Perceiving that Rav Noble 
was one of the rare individ-
uals able to bring out Toras 
HaGra b’shleimus, Rav 
Brevda put at his dispos-
al early printed editions of 
the Gaon’s works, as well as 
rare manuscripts, which he 
had gone to great lengths to 
obtain. 

About four years ago, Rav 
Noble published the Hag-
gadah shel Pesach with the 
commentary of the Gaon, 

which included haskamos 
from the Gedolei Hador, 
among them Harav Tuvia 
Weiss, Gaavad of the Eidah 
Hachareidis Yerushalayim; 
Harav Dovid Cohen, Rosh 
Yeshivah, Yeshivas Chevron, 
and Harav Simcha Schein-
berg, Rosh Yeshivah, Yeshi-
vas Torah Ore. 

Like his commentary on 
Esther, the Haggadah, too, 
was warmly received by the 
Torah world, its success 
stemming from Rav Noble’s 
exemplary middah of emes, 
which drove him to cease-
lessly search for true under-
standing in every letter and 
word, and accurate sourc-
es for every statement in 
the Gaon, a derech in limud 
haTorah carefully instilled in 
him at Torah Ore. 

Due to the fact that Rav 
Noble’s name was chiefl y 
attached to Toras HaGra, and 
also because of his modesty, 
few knew of his achievement 
in other areas of Torah, too. 
He left us unpublished man-
uscripts on Shas, and also on 
Rashi on the Torah. In Rav 
Scheinberg’s haskamah to 
his  commentary on Esther, 
he referred to Rav Noble as 
“my talmid… baki tuva b’yam 
haTalmud,” an expression he 
reserved for a select few. 

A little more than a year 
before his petirah, Rav Noble 
traveled to the United States 
where he delivered a number 
of drashos, especially in Bais 
Medrash Govoha, in Lake-
wood, New Jersey. A kuntres, 
Tosefes Brachah on Megillas 
Esther, was also released at 
the time. 

In the last months of 
his life, Rav Noble worked 
on the commentary of the 
Gaon, al derech remez. To 
the astonishment of his fam-
ily, when his computer was 
opened after his petirah, it 
opened to the Gra on Esther 
1:11, which deals with the 
departure of the neshamah 
from this world in purity. 
To our great regret, he was 
not able to complete this 
work, for on Shabbos Kodesh, 
Chol Hamoed Pesach, his 
neshamah was taken in puri-
ty. However, b’ezras Hashem, 
the sefer will indeed appear.

Rav Noble leaves behind 
his Rebbetzin, sons, daugh-
ters, married children and 
grandchildren, continuing 
his path, together with an 
orphaned generation. 

Yehi zichro baruch.

Harav Chanan Dovid Noble, Zt’’l


