
MUSINGS

My first contact with Hagaon Harav Shlomo Brevda, zt”l, was more than 
twenty-five years ago as a yeshivah bachur from London learning in Eretz 
Yisrael. I was due to return home shortly afterward following a period of 

learning in Israel, and like so many others, my plan 
was to pursue a career in the professions or 
business. Before my departure, however, 
friends took me to see him. Little did any of 
us know that this encounter would have such 
a dramatic impact on my life.

A LONDON TALMID 
REMEMBERS HIS REBBI

Harav Brevda dancing with 
talmidim at a chasunah, 

Yerushalayim, 5756/1996.
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It meant 
starting with 
Brachos, then 
Korbanos, and 
continuing 
saying Pesukei 
d’Zimrah 
in unison, 
an army 
marching 
together. A 
climax was 
reached with 
Tzur Yisrael, 
before the 
Shemoneh 
Esrei.

BY AKIVA AARONSON

Although in England we had the 
highest regard for the leaders of our 
communities, for Rabbanim, Dayanim, 
and talmidei chachamim, few of us had 

experienced actual contact with Torah greatness 
in the highest echelons of Klal Yisrael. Although 
American-born, Harav Brevda embodied this 
greatness. Within him were the qualities of the 
prewar European generation, imbibed directly 
from them, from his own rebbi Harav Yechezkel 
Levenstein, zt”l, and from the alter Mirrers of 
Shanghai during their postwar stay in New York. 
Moreover, Rav Brevda was also the product of 
Yeshivas Brisk in Eretz Yisrael. For us, he was of 
rare stature. He was in a class of his own

London is not short of chashuve minyanim, of 
sincere mispallelim who come together every day 
to daven. However, the minyan started by Rav 
Brevda while he lived in England was unique. The 
minyan was originally located in Stamford Hill 
and later in Golders Green; its members were 
committed to a longer davening — to an earlier 
start and a later finish. It meant starting together 
with Brachos, then Korbanos, and continuing 
saying Pesukei d’Zimrah in unison, an army 
marching together. A climax was reached with 
Tzur Yisrael, before the Shemoneh Esrei. Without 
exaggeration, one felt elevated to a higher spiritual 
plane. Little wonder that visiting Roshei Yeshivah 
would choose to daven with us when in London. 
They found in our minyan a quality of tefillah that 
belonged to previous generations.

During my time as one of the mispallelim in this 
minyan, in the period before my return to Eretz 
Yisrael, I also spent time with Rav Brevda outside 
of actual davening. This included sitting side by 
side with him as he wrote his sefarim, notably his 
work on the perushim of the Vilna Gaon. I saw one 
of his early sefarim come together before my eyes: 
Perushei HaGra on Tefillas Chanah and Chad 
Gadya. More were to follow. Nearby were tennis 
courts, and one could hear the sound of the game 
in progress. I thought, Anu ratzim v’hem ratzim…. 
We were involved in true avodah.

While I sat with Rav Brevda we talked about the 
Gaon and his talmidim. He mentioned names — 
Reb Chaim of Volozhin, Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
of Shklov, amongst others. I felt transported two 

hundred years back 
in time, to Eastern 
Europe. We felt as 
if we were there 
with them. I felt 
transported back, 
too, to the period 
after the Gaon’s 
petirah when his 
sefarim were brought 
to print. Rav Brevda 
was an expert in all of them, in the first and later 
printings, and knew the reasons for any change 
in girsa.

As the yahrtzeit of Harav Brevda’s petirah 
approaches (he was niftar 26 Teves 5773/2013), 
I reflect on the impact he had on my life and I 
thank Hashem for that gift. Although he is no 
longer with us in person, Rav Brevda’s spirit lives 
on, in his sons, sons-in-law and talmidim. From 
him we drew our own aspirations to achieve 
Torah greatness as much as humanly possible. 

Harav Brevda 
speaking at 

the chasunah 
of a talmid, 

Yerushalayim, 

Haggadah with 
Commentary of the 
Vilna Gaon, first edition, 
Horodna, 1805. This was 
Harav Brevda’s personal 
copy;  his name is at top 
left.
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