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The Tories are failing on policing and crime  
 
Our community saw outstanding work by 
Leicester Police who have now charged a man 
with a series of linked violent and knife attacks 
including the shocking stabbing of a 10 year old 
boy in Belgrave. We all owe a huge thanks to all 
our emergency services for their swift action. 
And we also owe it to them to keep working for 
the police and all our emergency services to get 
the resources they need. In this context, the 
latest crime statistics are a damning indictment 
of ten years of Tory cuts to policing and 
community services.  
 
Knife crime offences are at an all-time high, and 
charge rates are at a low. I recently attended the 
All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Knife 
Crime, where I urged colleagues to push harder 
on getting the Government to declare knife 
crime a national crisis. Only then would we get 
the sustained focus and widespread investment 
needed to tackle knife crime and its root causes.  
 
Increasing knife crime undermines the Tory 
claims on law and order. Unfortunately, until 
they tackle the crises they created through cuts 
to policing, schools, to mental health and drug 
services, there can be little confidence of any 
major improvement. 
 
I also participated in the APPG on Youth Affairs 
where I hope to encourage greater investment 
in services for young people.  

The Conservatives have ushered in an age of 
in-work poverty 
 
A new Resolution Foundation report on the rise 
of in-work poverty has confirmed how the Tories 
have failed our community. In Leicester, 40,000 
children are growing up poor—up 3% in the year 
2018 to 2019 alone. For Leicester East, child 
poverty equates to 12,000 or 42%. 
 
In 2017, Leicester City Council conducted a 
major survey of hundreds of children and young 
people. One in five said they worried about 
having enough to eat every single day, and that 
situation will be worse today. 
 
Conservative governments over the last ten 
years have resulted in people having to work 
longer and longer hours to stay out of poverty. 

Standing up for Leicester East 

 

Your Voice in Parliament 

It’s a privilege to be your Member of Parliament for Leicester East. 
This newsletter is a summary of some of the key issues that I have 
been campaigning for on your behalf.  

I am setting up my constituency office and I have been helping   con-
stituents with a wide range of casework. Since December 13th 2019 I 
have dealt with 187 constituent casework of which 23% are home of-
fice related, 12% are health related and 10% are housing related.  

I am really keen to meet as many people as possible. The best way to 
arrange a meeting is to call me on 07973816885 or email               
claudia.webbe.mp@parliament.uk. 
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Action needed now on the climate crisis 

 

I’ve taken the Friends of the Earth 

#ClimateActionPledge to commit to always put 

the climate first when I vote in parliament. 

Additionally, I have become Vice-Chair of the All 

Party Parliamentary Group on Air Pollution, and 

I spoke at the All Party Parliamentary 

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Group 

about Leicester’s renewable initiatives.  

I am delighted that Leicester City Council has 

declared a climate emergency, and I will be 

working hard to support the mayor to rapidly cut 

greenhouse gas emissions to achieve a greener 

and fairer society. 

 

Housing Allowance freeze followed a series 

of cruel cuts 

The government has announced that it is to end 

the Local Housing Allowance rate freeze, but 

despite this long-overdue move, many peoples’ 

housing benefit will still fall far short of covering 

their rent. As Margaret Greenwood MP, 

Labour’s Shadow Department of Work and 

Pensions (DWP) Secretary, said: 

“The Conservatives’ four-year freeze followed a 

series of cuts and together they have cruelly 

pushed many private tenants into poverty. Often 

people face impossible choices between paying 

the rent and meeting other essential bills.” 

I am delighted to have been appointed 

Parliamentary Private Secretary (PPS) to 

Margaret Greenwood. I look forward to 

supporting the work of Margaret and her team in 

Parliament. We are calling on this government 

to increase the level of Housing Benefit to 

ensure that people on low incomes are not put 

at risk of homelessness and destitution 

Tories’ disgraceful homelessness record 

The Government has announced the latest 
round of rough sleeping funding. It is a paltry 
sum which pales in comparison with the £1 
billion of cuts to local homelessness services 
over the last decade, which have led to the loss 
of almost 9,000 hostel bed spaces. 

The number of people sleeping on our streets 
has more than doubled since 2010. This is a 
direct result of the Conservatives’ decision to 
slash funding for homelessness services and 
support and to cut investment in new low-cost 
homes. We see this growing crisis very clearly 
on the streets of Leicester, and I see it directly 
on the doorsteps of Parliament too. 

I will be working to challenge Ministers to back 
Labour’s plan to end rough sleeping, starting 
with immediately making 8,000 homes available. 

 CLAUDIA WEBBE MP 
Standing up for Leicester East 
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You Can’t Trust the Tories with Our NHS 

In parliament, I was proud that Labour led a 
recent debate on the NHS after it was revealed 
that the Funding bill will legally cap NHS 
expenditure for the next four years at a level 
that fails to tackle the crisis of growing waiting 
lists for surgery, cancer treatment or mental 
health care – or deal with overcrowded A&Es. 

The National Audit Office issued a report which 
shows that ten years of Conservative under-
funding and under-resourcing is damaging the 
NHS, leaving trusts in the red and Community 
Clinical Commissioning Groups unable to 
balance the books. 

If we are to start reducing waiting lists, 
improving performance in A&E and driving down 
GP waiting times, the Government needs to fully 
fund our NHS and social care. Even when they 
claim to be building new hospitals or providing 
new investment, there is no real new money, as 
we see in Leicester with the intention to 
downgrade the General Hospital. 

The ever-lengthening queues of the sick and 
elderly in Leicester and across the country 
deserve so much better. 

More delay as hundreds of tower blocks are 
still wrapped in Grenfell-style cladding 

Tens of thousands of people are going to sleep 
in flammable buildings and hundreds of 

thousands still do not know if their home is safe 
to live in. And with deadly tower blocks still 
being discovered two and a half years after 
Grenfell, there are serious questions about the 
government's ability and willingness to fix this 
crisis.     

Research from Labour revealed that up to 
600,000 people across England face being 
trapped in unsafe or unsellable high-rise 
properties due to a lack of government action 
and unclear guidance over cladding safety. After 
repeated pressure, the Tory government finally 
set targets in summer of 2019, to see social 
blocks made safe by the end of 2019 and 
private blocks by June 2020.  

But at the current rate, the social housing sector 
will not be made safe until October 2022 and 
private blocks until October 2033. 

 CLAUDIA WEBBE MP 
Standing up for Leicester East Standing up for Leicester East 
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Working with our Trade Union partners 

I believe passionately in Labour’s link with the 
trade unions, and I am keen as your MP to build 
good, close relationships with trade unions at 
both a national and local level including here in 
Leicester East. 

As part of this, I have supported protests from 
transport trade unions against restrictions on 
their right to strike, for example an RMT protest 
for insourcing of cleaning staff. I also supported 
PCS workers who were on strike for union 
recognition and to demand their contracts be 
brought in-house. 

I had a fruitful discussion with the East Midlands 
Region of the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) and 
will be supporting their campaigns for better pay 
and working conditions, plus an end to the cuts 
in government funding. 

Joining Protests Against Deportation Flights 

I was proud this week to stand in solidarity with 
the protests against Boris Johnson’s deportation 
flights to Jamaica, alongside fellow MPs and 

community activists.  
 
We must oppose the racism of this cruel Tory 
government & fight hard for a fair, humane 
future and I believe that supporting campaigns 
such as the #EndHostileEnvironment movement 
is vital to our role as socialist MPs. 
 
I intervened in the House of Commons to ask a 
Home Office Minister if those being deported 
had been given access to legal advice. No such 
flights should take place under the current 
broken Home Office system. 
 
Backing Rebecca Long-Bailey and Richard 
Burgon 

I was pleased to nominate Rebecca Long Bailey 
for Labour leader and Richard Burgon for 
Deputy Leader. 

They will take the fight to the Tories, ensure 
Labour remains a firmly anti-austerity party, and 
support popular socialist policies in areas such 
as extending public ownership and radical 
action to tackle the climate emergency. 

I spoke to Newsnight in support of Rebecca, 
and I was also pleased on Saturday to join the 
Leicester for Richard Burgon rally.  

 CLAUDIA WEBBE MP 
Standing up for Leicester East Standing up for Leicester East 

“Can the Minister tell us whether any of the people 

scheduled for deportation tomorrow have had    

access to legal advice and representation?” - My 

Question to the Minister, Urgent Question on the 

Deportation Flight to Jamaica, 12.02.20 
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