
 

 

Aphorisms and DOGTALES – 1,194 Words 
 

 

The Aphorisms 

 

inscribed in a special script above the walls of the Study House at the Prieure’ (except 0.) 
 

0. There is no failure in effort. 

1. Like what “it” does not like. 

2. The highest that a man can attain is to be able to do. 

3. The worse the conditions of life the more productive the work, always provided you remember the work. 

4. Remember yourself always and everywhere. 

5. Remember you come here having already understood the necessity of struggling with yourself—only with 

yourself.  Therefore thank everyone who gives you the opportunity. 

6. Here we can only direct and create conditions, but not help. 

7. Know that this house can be useful only to those who have recognized their nothingness and who believe 

in the possibility of changing. 

8. If you already know it is bad and do it, you commit a sin difficult to redress. 

9. The chief means of happiness in this life is the ability to consider externally always, internally never. 

10. Do not love art with your feelings. 

11. A true sign of a good man is if he loves his father and mother. 

12. Judge others by yourself and you will rarely be mistaken. 

13. Only help him who is not an idler. 

14. Respect every religion. 

15. I love him who loves work. 

16. We can only strive to be able to be Christians. 

17. Don’t judge a man by the tales of others. 

18. Consider what people think of you—not what they say. 

19. Take the understanding of the East and the knowledge of the West—and then seek. 

20. Only he who can take care of what belongs to others may have his own. 

21. Only conscious suffering has any sense. 

22. It is better to be temporarily an egoist than never to be just. 

23. Practice love first on animals, they are more sensitive. 

24. By teaching others you will learn yourself. 

25. Remember that here work is not for work’s sake but is only a means. 

26. Only he can be just who is able to put himself in the position of others. 



 

 

27. If you have not by nature a critical mind your staying here is useless. 

28. He who has freed himself of the disease of “tomorrow” has a chance to attain what he came here for. 

29. Blessed is he who has a soul, blessed is he who has none, but woe and grief to him who has it in embryo. 

30. Rest comes not from the quantity but from the quality of sleep. 

31. Sleep little without regret. 

32. The energy spent on active inner work is then and there transformed into a fresh supply, but that spent on 

passive work is lost for ever. 

33. One of the best means for arousing the wish to work on yourself is to realize that you may die at any 

moment.  But first you must learn how to keep it in mind. 

34. Conscious love evokes the same in response.  Emotional love evokes the opposite.  Physical love depends 

on type and polarity. 

35. Conscious faith is freedom.  Emotional faith is slavery.  Mechanical faith is foolishness. 

36. Hope, when bold, is strength.  Hope, with doubt, is cowardice.  Hope, with fear, is weakness. 

37. Man is given a definite number of experiences—economizing them, he prolongs his life. 

38. Here there are neither Russians nor English, Jews nor Christians, but only those who pursue one aim—to 

be able to be. 

 

  



 

 

DOGTALES 

 

39. Only a fool doesn’t take advantage of help that’s available.  

40. You may not be able to make another man conscious but you can at least try not to contribute to his sleep.  

41. Don’t perceive that a man will understand you, perceive that he will not.  

42. Don’t put your suit on ‘til you get to the beach.  

43. Let your knowledge precede your actions… then, you will never be troubled.  

44. Where there is more, more is added; where there is little, even that is taken away.  

45. A man can do remarkable things…if…he has remarkable things to do.  

46. Sometimes you’re the windshield, sometimes you’re the bug.  

47. When you can make force, make force; no wait ‘til 2 p.m.  

48. You can’t call a turtle.  

49. The moment you become mechanical is the moment you become mechanical.  

50. Always remember the one you forget.  

51. To memorize means never having to guess.  

52. Freedom…is a whole stick.  

53. Don’t forget what you didn’t do, to get here.  

54. Everyone does what they can do when they can do it.  

55. Self-initiation means never having to blame someone else for your lack of progress.  

56. People have the remarkable ability to major in minor things.  

57. When there is no more tread left, it’s time to retire.  

58. When the knowledge of your thoughts becomes the language of your mouth, you will understand.  

59. A school is like a compass; it doesn’t claim to make you go anywhere, it just keeps pointing in the same 

direction.  

60. A man who doesn’t have a question, probably doesn’t have a quest.  

61. Maintaining sleep is a tacit conspiracy.  

62. There is always one thing you can do.  

63. God rested on the seventh day…you ought to at least take one day and do something.  

64. A sleeping man will be able to constate the moments he was conscious; a conscious man will be able to 

constate the moments he was asleep!  

65. Intelligence should be an asset…not an excuse.  

66. The moment knowledge surpasses being…it is imagination.  

67. The truth is: truth applies.  

68. Life is not going to make us we have to make ourselves.  



 

 

69. I don’t have to know it first, I just have to know it lasts.  

70. Never ask permission to externally consider.  

71. You can’t put someone else in your shoes until YOU are able to wear them.  

72. If you forget it was your intention, it never was your intention.  

73. The greatest force we have as humans, is the ability to be one!  

74. Man can do nothing, ’til he can stop himself…anything else he attempts is only an illusion.  

75. Fear lives at the end of the stick — if you can imagine worse, you can conquer fear.  

76. Repetition is the mother of accelerated change; but, first, you must do it before you can repeat it.  

77. Recognizing that you do not know is probably one of the greatest moments of knowing.  

78. Understanding trumps knowledge.  

79. The finest tools in the world may do the job perfectly…but not by themselves.  

80. Sacred cows function best if fed – or slaughtered.  

81. Un-attempted potential is the Universe’s only flaw.  

82. Always speak the truth…then you’ll never have to worry.  

83. What a man sees when he looks at the world around him says more about the man than it does about the 

world…  

84. Objective concepts often get lost in the minutiae of definition.  

85. To be or not to be may be the question; but to be and not to be is the answer.  


