
Summer Term 2 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 8 – June 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Abstract Portraits (Oil pastel)

- Students will continue to develop their drawing skill by creating a tonal pencil drawing.
- work on facial proportions, including how to draw eyes accurately.
- Artist research, analysis and critical study on Sandra Silberzweig.
- Create an oil pastel drawing based on the abstract work of Sandra Silberzweig. Students
can challenge themselves by adding a range of tone and detail.

Citizenship Animal Rights
Throughout this topic students will explore  the  scientific, social and moral implications of giving
animals rights. Students will specifically focus on factory farming and testing on animals.  Exploring
what testing on animals means in practice and the balance of human vs animal rights in the law.

Computing Programming with Python:
This unit introduces learners to text-based programming with Python. The lessons form a
journey that starts with simple programs involving input and output, and gradually moves on
through arithmetic operations, randomness, selection, and iteration. Emphasis is placed on
tackling common misconceptions and elucidating the mechanics of program execution.

Drama ‘The Story of Anna Brooks’. In this scheme of work students use acting skills within the context of a
real life inspired narrative. Students focus on characterisation, conveying  status in performance and
skillfully creating dramatic tension for an audience.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation.
Food and nutrition. We will concentrate on introducing some of the GCSE knowledge and skills, we
revisit knife safety and look at provenance of ingredients, costing and adapting recipes and carry out
food investigations to help understand the science behind the food. Students will make meat ragu,
pizza, pasta and cheese sauce and a quiche or apple tarts.
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will build on their knowledge of wood joints, health and
safety in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their
designing skills to create a pull along toy.
Systems and Control.  Students will learn about the four types of motion, linkages, gear trains and
cams. They will apply their knowledge to understand how mechanical advantage is created.
Students will produce a prototype model of an automata.
Electronics. During this topic, students will be introduced to Programmable Micro Controller (PIC)
and they will control these using flow charts to detect changes in digital and analogue sensors. They
will activate output devices for a security design situation.
Graphics: Students explore the necessary criteria for effective branding. With a focus on sports
manufacturers, they study their design rationale as they look to create an effective brand of their
own.

English This half term we will be focusing on key skills needed for the end of Year 8 assessments This will be
followed by studying the novel ‘Long Way Down’ by Jason Reynolds. This unique novel will offer the
students opportunities for class discussions, language and structure analysis and creative writing
opportunities.

French This term Year 8 will be talking about their individual talents before exploring French cultural history
landscape, learning about key artists, musicians, engineers and scientists.  Finally, they will be
studying a French film.



Geography Kenya - students will continue learning about their second country case study Kenya. Similarly to the
Japan topic of Spring 1 and 2, they will look at the physical and human features of the country, its
economic development, tourism and natural hazards.

History Modern World History:  The rise of Fascism
Students will work together to define the meaning of fascism through examples of the people and
events of the twentieth century.   Students will investigate modern scholarship and contemporary
sources that highlight fascism was not only present on mainland Europe, but also in Britain and the
USA.  They will investigate the use of propaganda to promote the ideals of fascism and will examine
how Britain and the US responded to fascism.

Mathematics The students will start the half term off by learning about finance. This will include learning about
budgeting, simple interest, savings, bank accounts and bank statements and bills.
After finance, they will learn about factors, multiples and primes. This will embed what they already
know and develop new skills on how to work out the highest common factor and lowest common
multiple.
The last topic that will be taught this half term is averages and spread of data. Within this unit they
will learn how to calculate the mode, median, range and mean and be able to identify outliers.
Students that are confident with this will learn how to recalculate the mean and work out the mean,
median and mode from a table.

Music Students will explore ‘Pop Music’ this half term. We will explore various sub-genres within pop
music and will work on keyboard skills and guitar skills. Students will begin a band project, creating
their own leadsheets and covers of modern pop songs.

Physical Education
(PE)

Over this term students will be introduced to or develop their fundamental skills in a variety of

summer sports including -Athletics, Rounders and cricket.

These skills will be developed in isolation and pressured situations over the unit's completion. The

activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. The students will also learn about the rules and

regulations required to be able to play the sports in basic competitive situations.

Religious
Education (RE)

Students will be focusing on the NATRE Spirited Arts competition.  Students will be required to focus
on a spiritual or philosophical idea and create a piece of art demonstrating the depth of their
thinking.  The subject matter will be relatively open but students may use the opportunity to
consolidate their learning from the previous year.

Science Students will learn about:
Electricity
Static electricity, circuit symbols, current and voltage, series and parallel circuits, magnetism and
electromagnetism.
Earth and Atmosphere;
The Earth's structure, sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks, the rock cycle, Earth's
resources, recycling, the atmosphere and human activities


