
Spring Term 2 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 9 – February 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art The first of 4 coursework projects. Minibeasts project allows students to experiment with a variety of

media & processes, including:
-monoprinting
- pointillism
- oil pastel
- They will look at various artists to create design ideas/design developments for a final lino print.

Beliefs,
Philosophy &
Ethics (BPE)

We will be starting the course by looking at Theme A:  Religion and the family.  We will be studying
the role of the family and relationships.  We will be analysing different beliefs about sex and
contraception.  We will also be addressing gender roles within the home and within religion.  In
addition to this we will also begin Paper 1 and start to look at Christian beliefs and teachings,
specifically beliefs about God and creation.

Business
Studies

Students will be starting with the theory unit of the course, this builds on their own preconceptions of
what an entrepreneur is and how a business would segment their markets to maximise profit.
Students will build on key concepts and language to support them with answering exam based
questions.

Child
Development

RO57 - Introduction to Child Development. LO1 looking at the decision to have children preconceptual
health and contraception.
RO58 - learning the IT skills required to produce resources for the presentation of coursework,
applying those skills to research and learning about the types of accidents that happen in a child care
setting.

Citizenship
Students will be exploring the role of the media in our life as citizens of the UK but also the power and
influence the media has in society with reference to the London riots.. We will evaluate celebrity
endorsement and how celebrities use and are used by the media. Students will explore different
perspectives regarding use of the internet and internet safety with reference to the case of Breck
Begnar. There is particular reference to grooming online and sexting and the laws that seek to control
this.
We then look at the practical side of creating a news broadcast. Students will follow a series of lessons
on how to build their own broadcast and the laws and guidelines that current journalists have to
follow.

Computer
Science

During this half term we will be creating IT magazines.  This unit will introduce the concepts behind
branding and product life cycles and involve some graphical design work.  The main focus will be a
series of articles that will allow students to explore aspects of computer science such as the
construction and operation of hardware devices, primarily desktop computers. Other topics to be
covered will include the impact of computing on the environment and current network security
concerns.

Construction During this half term students will be introduced to a range of aspects of the construction industry.
We will be focusing in depth on how to develop construction projects, looking at interpreting
technical information and planning a sequence of work to meet requirements of sources of
information.



Drama This half term will be focused on practical exploration of the methods of key theatre practitioners and
theatre Companies. The skills and knowledge acquired will allow students to creatively develop a
strong foundation of skills and knowledge on which to draw upon throughout the GCSE programme of
study.

Electronics Students will be introduced to the concept that all electronic products are comprised of a system that
is divided into sub-systems, involving the analysis of existing electronic products. Examples of input,
process, and output components.
Circuit concepts including relationship between voltage, current, and resistance and how these
quantities are calculated in series and parallel circuits. Investigation of circuits using simulation
software and digital multimeter.

English
Literature

Macbeth (first read)

The unit will begin by focussing on concepts of tragedy, considering Greek definitions and
how this has developed through the ages.

Students will gain a deep understanding of the plot, characters and themes in Macbeth. Close
analysis of language with a focus on symbolism and imagery will be emphasised. As students
studied 'Romeo and Juliet' and 'Noughts and Crosses' at KS3, students will have a deep
knowledge of the conventions of genre and tragedy, enabling them to make thoughtful
comparisons between the texts.

Food &
Nutrition

Students will be completing an Introduction to food food safety, looking at how to prepare a
range of food and food types. They will be focusing on important food hygiene, and applying
this knowledge and skills to produce a range of practical lessons.

French Topic: My family and friends
Students will recall learning from Y7 and Y8 before developing their knowledge of this topic. Subtopics
include: describing relationships with others,  talking about future relationships, socialising, role
models and talking about life when you were younger.

Geography Urban issues and challenges: the first AQA GCSE topic looks at the reasons behind the growth of
urban areas and how megacities have developed around the world. Students will look at the positive
and negative impacts population growth has socially, economically and environmentally on cities as
well as how governments have tried to solve the challenges created. They will be learning about two
specific case studies: Rio de Janiero and Bristol as contrasting places.

German Technology: Students will learn how to talk about social media and the use of mobile phones. They
will be able to talk about the advantages and disadvantages  of both topics, look at key vocabulary,
they will be able to give opinions on these topics and we will start to look at key verbs in the imperfect
tense.

Graphics An introduction to Graphic Design, we will build upon the skills hinted at during the earlier part of the
year. This will give consideration to the digital and illustration aspects of the creative process.

Health &
Social Care

Introduction to Health and social care focussing on the Rights and Values that service users are
entitled to and how to ensure those rights are met.



History The People’s Health, c.1250 to the present: Students will begin their first unit for the OCR GCSE
curriculum.  We will begin by examining a brief history of medicine to place new GCSE knowledge in a
world context before moving on to study public health in the Middle Ages.  Students will gain an
understanding of what affects good health through a study of three key themes:
• The impact of living conditions on people’s health;
• The response to epidemics;
• Attempts to improve public health.

IT BTEC This course will start by considering the role and impact of using data on individuals and
organisations. We will look at the characteristics of data and information and how they can be
stored and represented using IT respectively.  We will study how data processing ensures
data is suitable for processing by using validation and verification methods.  Students will be
taught how to create surveys to carry out data collection.

Mathematics Probability
For this half term students will be studying the topic of probability. This is a topic that brings
mathematics to life. We use a variety of tasks and games to encourage a love of learning. Students
focus at the foundation level at understanding how probabilities are formed through both
experimental and theoretical tasks. Higher students adapt ideas from KS2 on Venn Diagrams to learn
about notations. They begin to learn the concepts of probability trees and capture/recapture ready
for GCSE.

Media
Studies

This will be the first half term in our option sets which will allow us to begin to focus on more in depth
Media topics. We will begin with a study of magazine conventions, magazine analysis and design our
own original front covers.

Music GCSE Students will begin the course by choosing a first study instrument to take forward into the next two
years. We will also build a foundation level of knowledge of music theory and will begin to develop
our composing skills.

GCSE PE Over this half term students will be introduced to the human biology theory aspects from Paper 1.
This will include looking at the main body systems used in sport and also how this affects
performance. In particular they will look at Bones, muscles and joints.
In practical lessons students will take part in either Football or Netball - looking at the basic and
advanced skills in isolation and game situations.

PE Core Students will continue to develop their skill base of a variety of sports. Students will look to develop
their understanding and implementation of the tactics aspects within each activity covered. The
activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. They will use their knowledge and understanding of the
sports to be able to outwit opponents within a competitive environment. Students will cover a variety
of sports over the term including fitness, table tennis, handball and basketball for the boys and
football, trampolining, fitness, basketball and handball  for the girls
Once a fortnight students will continue to have a theory lesson which will focus upon the effects that

exercise has upon the body and also the different types of energy systems used in sports.

Religious
Education
(Core)

We will be studying the ethics of war.  We will be addressing religious responses to peace and violence
and looking at the impact of war on refugees.  We will also be considering the role of weapons of
mass destruction in the world today.



Science We will be studying
Atomic structure and The Periodic table;
Subatomic particles, the development of the model of the atom, size and mass of atoms, electronic
structure of atoms, the development of the periodic table, properties of groups including Group 1,7
and 0.

Cell Biology;
Specialised cells, function of cells, use of microscopes, cell division and the  use of stem cells

Spanish Students will continue to learn how to talk about where they live (the type of accommodation as well
as location and direction). After that we will cover different types of food, including Spanish cuisine.
Having mastered the present tense the students will add the near future and past (preterite) tenses to
their knowledge of Spanish, covering the three main tenses for success in GCSE Spanish at Foundation
level.

Technology Students will be focusing on unit 3 Materials and their properties. This unit involves them looking at a
range of woods, metals, polymers, cards and boards and textiles. Students will complete a design and
make a project using timbers and practise a range of common wood joints.


