
Spring Term 2 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 8 – February 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art This term year 8 will be working on the ‘Fish’ project. The final piece for this project will be a clay

fish.
-Students will complete the following work…
-research a theme by creating a 'Moodboard' of tropical fish (found images) for a homework task.
- Develop their skills in colour pencil - how to optically mix colour pencil to show a range of tone and
detail.
- Continue to develop their analysis skills and look at different artists that link to the theme.
Students will create an Artist mood board for homework.
-Create a design idea - this will be rendered with watercolour.

Citizenship Students are currently studying a topic on Government and Parliament. This half term there is a
focus on how the government works, we will evaluate the UK voting system through their own
election results and explore referendums. We will also explore the role of an MP and how the
Houses of Parliament functions.

Computing Mobile App Development: In a world where there’s an app for every possible need, this unit aims
to take the learners from designer to project manager to developer in order to create their own
mobile app. Using App Lab from code.org, learners will familiarise themselves with the coding
environment and have an opportunity to build on the programming concepts they used in previous
units before undertaking their project. Learners will work in pairs to consider the needs of the user;
decompose the project into smaller, more manageable parts; use the pair programming approach to
develop their app together; and finish off by evaluating the success of the project against the needs
of the user

Drama The Life and Times of Sam Smart. This aim of this module is primarily to to use the skills
and knowledge introduced in the 'Expressionism' module to create sophisticated
performance work within a narrative context. Performance skills are 'layered' to allow
students to create some sophisticated work.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation.
Food and nutrition. We will concentrate on introducing some of the GCSE knowledge and skills, we
revisit knife safety and look at provenance of ingredients, costing and adapting recipes and carry out
food investigations to help understand the science behind the food. Students will make meat ragu,
pizza, pasta and cheese sauce and a quiche or apple tarts.
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will build on their knowledge of wood joints, health and
safety in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their
designing skills to create a pull along toy.
Systems and Control.  Students will learn about the four types of motion, linkages, gear trains and
cams. They will apply their knowledge to understand how mechanical advantage is created.
Students will produce a prototype model of an automata.
Electronics. During this topic, students will be introduced to Programmable Micro Controller (PIC)
and they will control these using flow charts to detect changes in digital and analogue sensors. They
will activate output devices for a security design situation.
Graphics: Students explore the necessary criteria for effective branding. With a focus on sports
manufacturers, they study their design rationale as they look to create an effective brand of their
own.



English This half term the students will be studying an anthology of poetry and will be considering what
poetry is and what can be considered and poem and why. They will look at a range of poems , from
WW1 to more modern writing , and consider the techniques, structures and messages contained
within them. There will be an opportunity for the students to be creative and write their own poem
at the end of the unit.

French Mon Style: This half term students will explore personal style, including clothing and lifestyle.  They
will talk about where they live and describe their house; they will talk about mealtimes and learn to
buy food in France.  Three tenses (past, present, future) will be revised and reinforced, as well as
adjectives, prepositions and partitive articles.

Geography Japan (HiC) Students will  continue learning about our High Income Country case study Japan -
looking at their population structure and economic development as well as the causes and effects of
natural hazards (earthquakes, volcanoes and typhoons). We will then start to look at our LiC/NEE
case study Kenya.

History The Struggle for Equality:  Students continue to examine the impact of revolutions and reforms on
the lives of ordinary people as we move our study into the twentieth century.  They will examine
how the reform movements of the industrial period paved the way for twentieth century protest
movements.  Using contemporary sources, and the writing of historians, students will learn how
modern protest movements have their roots in previous time periods.

Mathematics Ratio and proportion
Students will complete this unit, started before half term, studying ratios, simplifying and dividing
into ratios and understanding links to fractions and scaling objects or mixtures in proportion. They
will study proportional scaling, including in the context of recipes, best buys (best value), unit
pricing and working with speed, distance and time problems. The highest sets may begin to explore
direct and inverse proportion more algebraically and on graphs.

Shared classes only: Angles and properties of shapes
Those who have two teachers (one with 4 lessons a fortnight and one with 3) will spend around 3 to
4 more lessons with one of them completing this unit, which was started last half term.

Fractions
We build on students’ prior understanding to develop their fluency in working with fractions and
equivalent decimals (with most sets also working interchangeably with percentages as well). Basic
skills build from equivalent fractions, simplifying fractions, ordering fractions, changing between
improper (top-heavy) fractions and mixed numbers and finding fractions of quantities through to
non-calculator fraction arithmetic with all four operations, skills worth regular revision until secure.
Higher sets look at conversions between recurring decimals and fractions, solving more complex
and worded problems involving a mix of fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and percentages.

Percentages
In this unit we build on students’ previous understanding of percentages and methods for working
with them: finding percentages of amounts, increasing or decreasing amounts by percentages and
finding amounts as percentages of other amounts including percentage change, profit and loss. This
includes both non-calculator methods and more efficient calculator methods when available. Higher
sets will begin to study simple and compound interest and reversing previous percentage changes as
well as working on solving more complex worded percentage problems in a range of contexts.



Music Students will learn about Reggae music and will begin to develop skills on the guitar. We will learn
how to play melodies and chords, and will work on ensemble playing.

Physical Education
(PE)

Students will continue to develop their fundamental skills in a variety of sports including - Tag
Rugby, Netball, Football, Basketball, Trampolining and fitness. The activities will be carried out in 4
week blocks. They will explore how to apply these within more competitive situations. Students will
look to use their skills within competitive situations and become an effective member of a team.
They will learn about teamwork and sportsmanship within different sports.
Students will also learn about the principles of training and how to apply them to a fitness

programme which will be assessed using an online google multiple choice quiz each half term.

Religious
Education (RE)

We will be looking in depth at the religion of  Islam.  We will be answering the following questions.
What do Muslims believe about God?  How did Islam develop?  What are the sources of authority
for Muslims?  What are the five pillars of Islam and how do they affect the lives of Muslims across
the world?  How do Muslims express their faith through art?  What is it like to be a Muslim teenager
in the UK today.

Science We will be studying;

Materials from Carbon;
Formation of crude oil, fractional distillation, hydrocarbon families, cracking, evaluation of fuels,
plastics, environmental issues and the carbon cycle.

Waves;
Wave behaviour, reflection, refraction, lenses and their uses, dispersion, filters, colour
combinations, sound waves, ultrasound


