
Spring Term 2 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 7 – February 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Students are working on the ‘Beetle-Bug’ project. For this project students create artwork in the

style of the following Artists; Natalie McIntyre, Rosalind Monks and Lucy Armold.
- Zentangle - work in the style of Roslind Monks
- Students develop their skills in colour pencil - how to optically mix colour pencil to show a range
of tone and detail - In the style of Natalie McIntyre & Lucy Arnold
- Students develop their analysis skills and complete a critical study report on one of the artists.
- Create a repeat pattern of an insect (poly-print) - In the style of Lucy Arnold.

Citizenship Students are working on a series of lessons introducing the Fair Trade campaigns. They will explore
issues to do with climate change, human rights, working rights and trade. We will look at the human
cost of our food and products that have to be imported. Concepts such as exploitation and slavery
will be studied. Students will be creating a piece of creative writing/art or music to inspire
awareness and change.

Computing Human Computer Interaction
HCI (human-computer interaction) is the study of how people interact with computers. Lots of
different professional people study this area including computer scientists, engineers, psychologists
and graphics designers. In this unit students will study how information is presented to audiences,
through colour and layout of control objects as well as content layout.  SOme lessons will also focus
on applying this knowledge to creating a prototype

Drama The Box. The overarching focus of lessons is on using Drama to develop a narrative
around a character and their circumstances. This is about the process of exploring ideas
through Drama. This is balanced with using 'Drama Foundation' skills and developing new
performance skills e.g. ensemble movement. There is an increased focus on students
feeding back and evaluating work.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will focus on some basic wood joints, health and safety
in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their skills to create
a wooden money box using half lap joints.
Iterative Design.  Students will learn about this design style and then create a design to solve a real
life problem. Students will develop their sketching and problem-solving skills to ensure their final
design is suitable for their intended user.
Food and Nutrition and learn about hygiene and safety, knife skills, healthy eating, the safe use of
equipment and will complete 5 practical tasks and a science investigation. Students will plan,
prepare and cook pizza toast, an eat-well salad, kebabs, focaccia and scones.
Electronics. During this topic, students will learn about a basic lighting based product. They will be
introduced to simple electronic components, series and parallel circuits, which they will use to
calculate electrical quantities. Students will construct an LED lighting circuit on a PCB using soft
soldering techniques.
Graphics: the students are introduced to the specialism, they consider what the term ‘Graphic
Design’ means and through an investigation of different drawing techniques they consider the
advantages and disadvantages of Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. The work carries a
Street Art theme.

English The students will be reading the novel ‘Skellig’ by David Almond. As part of this topic, there will be a
focus on analysis and inference as well as opportunities for class discussions and creative and
persuasive writing.

French Ma zone: pupils will learn to talk about where they live, where they go and what there is to do in
their area.  They will continue to develop their French phonic system to be able to read aloud
confidently in French, and be able to decode more effectively what they hear in French.



Geography Rivers: Once students have completed the weather and climate topic they will start looking at the
processes that take place within rivers and the features that they form: from v shaped valleys and
waterfalls to meanders and ox-bow lakes. They will also study an example of a flood in the UK,
looking at the causes and effects. They will also find out how people respond to floods to keep
themselves safe and protect themselves from future floods.

German Freetime: Students will learn how to talk about their hobbies and freetime activities in German.
They will be working on the use of verbs in the present tense, giving opinions and using time
markers in their work.  They will also continue to work on German phonics so they have an
understanding of the sounds in the language.

History Our study focuses on religious change brought about as a consequence of Henry's break with Rome.
It then focuses on how international politics were shaped by religious tension through a study of
Elizabethan propaganda and the Anglo-Spanish War.  Students will assess the impact of the Tudors
and religious change upon the local, regional, national and international world. They will begin to
develop further their source inference skills.

Mathematics Probability and Venn diagrams (sets)
In this unit students will develop their understanding of the language of likelihood and probability
and build on this to understand the use of numeric probabilities to measure chance more precisely,
using the probability scale from 0 (impossible) to 1 (certain). This will include interchangeable use of
fractions, decimals and percentages including conversions between them and arithmetic with each.
They will extend to consider probabilities of two combined events with tables and probability trees.
Finally, students will explore the use of Venn diagrams (including classifying numbers according to
their properties and creating Venn diagrams from worded descriptions) and link these to probability.

Shared classes only: Algebra II (formulae and equations) including volume of 3D shapes
Those who have two teachers (one with 4 lessons a fortnight and one with 3) will also begin this
second algebra unit, building further on their algebra learning earlier this year. The unit begins with
substitution of values into worded formulae and then into algebraic expressions, building up the
complexity by including brackets, powers and substitutions with negative numbers and fractions.
The formulae used for substitution will include recapping area and perimeter before we move on to
study volume of 3D shapes and substitute into volume formulae for cubes, cuboids and right prisms.
We move from using formulae into solving single step linear equations (for example, x + 7 = 2) and
study function machines and inverse operations to reverse them and rearrange single step formulae.

Music We will focus on Instruments of the Orchestra. In this unit, students will have the chance to learn an
orchestral instrument (violin, flute, clarinet, cello, trumpet), and will learn about the history and
cultural impact of orchestral music and how it fits in the modern world. We will also explore
orchestral arranging.

Physical Education
(PE)

Over this term students will be introduced to or develop their fundamental skills in a variety of

sports including - Tag Rugby, Netball, Football, Basketball, Handball, Dance and fitness.

These skills will be developed in isolation and pressured situations over the unit's completion. The

activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. The students will also learn about the rules and

regulations required to be able to play the sports in basic competitive situations.

Students will also learn about what are the principles of training used in fitness and methods of

training, which will be assessed using an online google multiple choice quiz each half term.



Religious
Education (RE)

We will be looking in depth at the religion of  Islam.  We will be answering the following questions.
What do Muslims believe about God?  How did Islam develop?  What are the sources of authority
for Muslims?  What are the five pillars of Islam and how do they affect the lives of Muslims across
the world?  How do Muslims express their faith through art?  What is it like to be a Muslim teenager
in the UK today.

Science We will be studying the following topics;

Atoms elements and compounds
Structure of the atom, elements, compounds and molecules, the modern day Periodic Table, history
of The Periodic Table, physical and chemical properties of metals and non-metals, conservation of
mass.

Diet and Health;
Food groups coupled with balanced diet, qualitative food testing, the digestive system, enzymes,
drugs and their effects with a focus on smoking and alcohol. How the body deals with
communicable disease is also covered


