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The Stanway School 
Whole-School Numeracy Policy 

 
Introduction 
 
At The Stanway School, we know that good numeracy skills across the school 
enable students to compute, calculate and solve problems effectively. They allow 
students to become more confident in their own abilities as learners and allow 
each child to develop their skills to the highest possible level. We believe that 
Numeracy is key to raising standards and improving learning in many areas. 
 
We aim, through this policy, to produce numerate students who will be confident 
in working with numbers and applying mathematics to all areas of their learning. 
This will in turn prepare them for the continuation of their academic studies or to 
enter the world of work. We understand that poor levels of numeracy impact 
negatively on the outcome of students’ work and how they see themselves. 
Students with poor numeracy skills tend to believe that they ‘cannot do 
mathematics’. This policy seeks to change that perception.  
 
We recognise that the development of numeracy skills is an entitlement for all 
students and the responsibility of the whole community. In using the term 
numeracy, we encompass all strands of mathematics, as outlined in the National 
Curriculum (2014) – number; algebra; ratio, proportion and rates of change, 
geometry and measures, probability, statistics and working mathematically.   
 
All elements of our numeracy policy should be reflected across the curriculum, 
build on the strengths of existing practices and procedures, and reflect the needs 
of every student. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to: 
 

 Ensure that mathematical skills are developed and used across the 
curriculum where appropriate and meaningful; 

 Enable all students to reach their potential in the key numeracy skills of 
number, algebra, ratio, proportion and rates of change, geometry and 
measures, probability, statistics and working mathematically; 

 Raise staff awareness of numeracy throughout the curriculum; 

 To recognise that all teachers are facilitators of numeracy in their subject. 
 
And therefore to 
 

 Raise numeracy attainment at every level of ability in all subject areas to 
ensure that we maximise the potential of every student; 

 To ensure that all students have the opportunity to become effective at 
calculating and solving problems. 

 



October 2019 

 

 

Management 
 
The Mathematics Department, in conjunction with the SLT, will be expected to 
lead and support the numeracy development in: 
 

 Collation and dissemination of information and strategies for teaching and 
learning pertaining to numeracy; 

 Planning, organising and leading staff training as appropriate; 

 Making decisions that will directly affect the development of numeracy, 
such as the use of calculators and graphics. 

 
Implementation 
 
Each subject area will seek to promote students’ appreciation of number, algebra 
and shape where appropriate, and the value of each of these in specific subject 
areas. In addition, they will also support students’ numeracy needs through the 
provision of numeracy-supportive classrooms, for example by displaying number 
lines, key words and/or examples of work demonstrating numeracy in their 
subject area, and to model work using methods in line with those advocated by 
the Mathematics Department. 
 
In all subject areas students will have opportunities to improve their 
numeracy skills, where appropriate and meaningful, by: 
 
(In number and algebra) 

 Having a sense of the size of a number and where it fits into the number 
system; 

 Using the Library facilities, ICT and calculators appropriately and 
effectively to solve problems; 

 Using proportional reasoning to simplify and solve problems; 

 Using simple formulae; 

 Recalling mathematical facts and methods confidently, including strategies 
for mental arithmetic and written, non-calculator calculation methods; 

 Giving results to a reasonable degree of accuracy; 

 Judging the reasonableness of solutions and checking them where 
necessary. 

 
(In geometry and measures) 

 Measuring and estimating measurements, choosing suitable units, 
converting between different unit systems and reading numbers correctly 
from a range of meters, dials and scales; 

 Recognising an appropriate degree of accuracy; 

 Understanding and using measures of time and speed, and rates such as 
miles per litre; 
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 Drawing plane figures to given specifications and appreciate the concept 
of scale in geometrical drawings and maps. 

 
(In statistics and probability) 

 Collecting data, discrete and continuous, and drawing, interpreting and 
predicting from diagrams, graphs, charts and tables; 

 Having some understanding of the measurement of probability and risk; 

 Explaining methods and justifying reasoning and conclusions, using 
correct mathematical terms. 

 
In all subject areas teachers will aim to improve numeracy skills of 
students by: 
 

 Ensuring that they are familiar with correct mathematical language, 
notation, conventions and techniques, relating to their own subject, and 
encouraging students to use these correctly; 

 Being aware of appropriate expectations of students and difficulties that 
might be experienced with numeracy skills; 

 Providing information for mathematics teachers on that stage at which 
specific numeracy skills will be required for particular groups; 

 Providing resources for mathematics teachers to enable them to use 
examples of applications of numeracy relating to other subjects in 
mathematics lessons. 

 
In all subject areas organisation of lessons will aim to improve the 
numeracy skills of students by: 
 

 Providing a range of materials to support the subject topic; 

 Providing contexts at appropriate levels of numeracy which cater for the 
range of students reading needs; 

 Providing materials that are up to date and attractive; 

 Designing activities which focus on identified numeracy skills. 
 
 


