
Summer Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 9 – April 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Year 9 are working on a Lino print project ‘Minibeasts’ where they develop their skills in the following

media.
- quick drawing
- mono-printing
- pointillism
- oil pastel
- They will also develop their research and analysis skill to research relevant artists and create

a decorated critical study.

Beliefs,
Philosophy &
Ethics (BPE)

Students will be studying Theme A (Relationships and the family)  of the AQA GCSE Specification.  This
includes looking at the role of the family, sexual relationships, contraception,  marriage, divorce and
gender roles.  There will be a specific focus on Christianity and Islam, but students will also be looking
at the law, humanism and atheism.

Business
Studies

Students will develop ideas taught last half term with regards to market segmentation and market
research. They will apply these to scenarios linked to the coursework elements of the course.
Students will identify a target market and create customer profiles for their hats.

Child
Development

Students are developing knowledge of diseases and illnesses that children experience. Looking at
treatments and developing the IT skills in order to be able to complete coursework in the future.

Computer
Science

Programming with Python
This unit introduces learners to text-based programming with Python. The lessons form a
journey that starts with simple programs involving input and output, and gradually moves on
through arithmetic operations, randomness, selection, and iteration. Emphasis is placed on
tackling common misconceptions and elucidating the mechanics of program execution.

Construction Practical Project: Carpentry and Tiling Students will be producing a working drawing of a timber frame
tiled panel, learning and applying carpentry joinery and tiling skills to manufacture the panel.
Applying construction parameters to assess the accuracy of their work e.g. working from a datum.

Theory lessons will focus on safety and security in construction, covering COSHH, PUWER, manual
handling and working at height regulations. Compliance with construction safety signs and being able
to identify site situations where these are required and should be displayed.

Drama Students explore practically  the Theatre Practitioners of Brecht and Berkoff. Then using all of the
content covered in GCSE so far as inspiration students will devise a piece of work on the theme of
‘Magic and Mystery’ to perform at our ‘Stanfest’ Summer Arts festival.

Electronics Practical skills will focus on developing the ability to plan, construct and test a range of prototype
circuits on breadboard, and take measurements using multimeters.

Theory lessons will cover resistive components circuits, different values of resistors connected in
series and parallel, resistor colour code and component tolerance calculations. Students will learn



how to divide the supply voltage and design and test digital and analogue sensor circuits to detect
changes in the physical environment.

English
Literature

Poetry

Students will study an anthology of poems which will develop their understanding of the
poet's voice, language features, structural features and the impact of poetry on the reader.
There will be a greater focus on imagery and symbolism. Students will be encouraged to
make comparisons and connections between the poems across the anthology through their
understanding of themes.

Food &
Nutrition

Looking at multicultural foods the development of culinary traditions and cooking

methods
Religious and cultural factors affect cuisine
to complete a mini NEA2 on cultural foods
to look at sensory analysis
to look at food science
continue to cook once a fortnight linked to the theme of multicultural foods

French Year 9 continue their topic “Identity and Culture”, arranging a night out using the Near Future tense,
describing a night out using the Perfect tense, describing life when they were younger using the
Imperfect tense and talking about role models.

Geography Urban Issues and Challenges: Students will be finishing the first GCSE topic looking at the impacts of
urban growth in Rio and Bristol, as well as how the negative impacts can be reduced. There will be an
end of unit assessment that is taken directly from a GCSE past paper so they can develop exam
technique skills.
They will then move on to Challenge of Resource Management: looking at the importance of food,
water and energy on a global and local (UK) scale. This will include why demand is increasing, how we
get our resources (and the impacts this has) as well as how we can be more sustainable with getting
and using our resources.

German Technology: The students will continue to learn about technology and how to talk about the use of
mobile phones. They will look at a range of vocabulary so that they are able to say what they use their
phones for, positives and negatives of mobile phone use and describe their mobile phones in detail.
There will be a focus on the perfect tense so that they can talk about things in the past

Graphics … students will continue their introduction to Graphics through exploration of brand and identity.
This half term the students will study negative space and be introduced to the Adobe software…

Health &
Social Care

Students will be  learning about healthy societies and the types of campaigns that health authorities
will lead in order to improve the health of the public. They will be developing the IT skills needed for
creating a health campaign.



History The People’s Health, c.1250-present:  Early Modern Britain
Students examine the cultural, social and economic changes that took place between c.1500 and
1750.  They will study the growth of towns and how changing living conditions (housing, food, clean
water and waste) had an impact on people's health.  We will investigate how people responded to
outbreaks of plague including national plague orders and local reactions.  We will compare this to the
Black Death of the Middle Ages to identify similarities and differences.  Students will also study the
impact of local and national government on public health including measures to improve the urban
environment and the government response to the gin craze, 1660–1751.

IT BTEC Data
In this unit students will discover how data is collected and used to support decision-making
and how it can be presented in ways that make it easy to understand.  The presentation and
manipulation of data will be done using spreadsheet software.  The goal will be to learn all of
the skills needed to create a detailed Dashboard that  summarises a given data set.

Mathematics They will start this half term studying similarity and congruence. They will investigate to see if
triangles are similar or congruent, convert between different measurements, use scale drawings and
maps and compare volume, length and area.

The next topic they will study is percentages. This is a topic a lot of students can easily relate to
outside of school contexts. They will learn how to increase and decrease by percentages, use a
calculator to find percentages and increase or decrease by percentages and find profits and losses.

The final topic they will learn this half term is construction and loci. Again, this can be nicely linked in
the real world scenarios. This will teach students how to construct triangles using a compass and
ruler, learn to bisect lines and angles, read and use scales and understand plans and elevations.

Media
Studies

This term continues to focus on magazines. We will conduct in depth analysis of the 2 set products for
the GCSE exam. These are ‘Pride’ Magazine and ‘GQ’
The aspects covered are Media Language which involves analysing layout and design along with
Media Representations where students examine how the magazine dresses and poses it’s cover
models and what messages and values this portrays.

Music GCSE Students will begin to learn compositional techniques and will begin to work on their performance
portfolios. Students will also begin to develop skills in reading music and interpreting scores.

GCSE PE In theory lessons students will continue to learn about the body systems. They will look at movement
analysis and the cardiorespiratory systems.
In practical lessons they will cover Athletics looking to be able to take part in a variety of discipline
and knowledge the rules, regulations and tactics within each event.

PE Core Students will continue to develop their skill base for a variety of summer sports. Students will look to

develop their understanding and implementation of the tactics aspects within each activity covered.

The activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. They will use their knowledge and understanding of

the sports to be able to outwit opponents within a competitive environment. Students will cover a

variety of summer sports over the term including Athletics - track and field, Rounders and cricket.

Religious
Education
(Core)

Students will be looking at conflict.  They will be looking at the ethics of war and violence.  They will
be looking at the causes and effects of extremism, including terrorism.  They will debate the nuclear
deterrent and look at the social impact of war, including refugees.



Science Students will learn about:
Structure, bonding and the properties of matter
Chemical bonds including ionic, covalent and metallic bonding, properties of ionic compounds, small
molecules and metals, giant covalent structures, structure and bonding of carbon, properties and uses
of nanoparticles.
Particle model of matter
Density of materials, internal energy and energy transfers, specific heat capacity, specific latent heat,
pressure in gases and increasing the pressure of a gas

Spanish This half-term students will learn how to talk about what they do in the summer, where they prefer to
go on holiday, where they stayed and what it was like. They will revise the present and near future
tenses, be introduced to the past tense (preterite) and begin to use all three tenses together. As
always, the students will learn about the culture of the Spanish-speaking world (Spain and Latin
America) through this topic.

Technology Students will be focusing on the ethics of computer aided design and manufacture, looking at how the
use of new technologies is affecting manufacturing. Students will be learning how to design using a
2D CAD package and how to programme the laser cutter to create complex items


