
Summer Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 8 – April 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Abstract Portraits (Oil pastel)

- Students will continue to develop their drawing skill by creating a tonal pencil drawing.
- work on facial proportions, including how to draw eyes accurately.
- Artist research, analysis and critical study on Sandra Silberzweig.
- Create an oil pastel drawing based on the abstract work of Sandra Silberzweig. Students
can challenge themselves by adding a range of tone and detail.

Computing Cybersecurity:
This unit takes the learners on an eye-opening journey of discovery about techniques used
by cybercriminals to steal data, disrupt systems, and infiltrate networks. The learners will
start by considering the value of their data to organisations and what they might use it for.
They will then look at social engineering techniques used by cybercriminals to try to trick
users into giving away their personal data. The unit will look at the more common
cybercrimes such as hacking, DDoS attacks, and malware, as well as looking at methods to
protect ourselves and our networks against these attacks.

Drama ‘Birthday’-  in this unit students dramatise a short story using the performance
style of Naturalism looking in detail at skills such as how to convey : tension, status
and character.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation.
Food and nutrition. We will concentrate on introducing some of the GCSE knowledge and skills, we
revisit knife safety and look at provenance of ingredients, costing and adapting recipes and carry out
food investigations to help understand the science behind the food. Students will make meat ragu,
pizza, pasta and cheese sauce and a quiche or apple tarts.
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will build on their knowledge of wood joints, health and
safety in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their
designing skills to create a pull along toy.
Systems and Control.  Students will learn about the four types of motion, linkages, gear trains and
cams. They will apply their knowledge to understand how mechanical advantage is created.
Students will produce a prototype model of an automata.
Electronics. During this topic, students will be introduced to Programmable Micro Controller (PIC)
and they will control these using flow charts to detect changes in digital and analogue sensors. They
will activate output devices for a security design situation.
Graphics: Students explore the necessary criteria for effective branding. With a focus on sports
manufacturers, they study their design rationale as they look to create an effective brand of their
own.

English This half term, we will be studying Non Fiction writing. The students will learn the techniques
involved in persuasive writing and will produce examples of their own in the form of adverts,
speeches and formal letters. We will consider the purpose, audience and form for the texts the
students are creating.

French Year 8 will be learning how to describe where they live.  They will also explore local, national and
international cultural events.



Geography Kenya (NEE): Once students have finished learning at Japan we will then move on to our next
country case study, Kenya. We will look at the continent of Africa first, what has shaped the
countries within it and it’s different ecosystems. Students will then look at the environment of
Kenya in detail, the population structure and how its economy is built as well as the importance of
tourism for the country. They will be making comparisons between Kenya and Japan as well as the
UK.

History Global Conflict in the Twentieth Century: Students use a variety of contemporary sources to
explore the first global conflict of its kind.  We begin to really investigate the role of propaganda and
censorship and examine how factors, such as science and technology, turned the tide of warfare to
make the First World War fully mechanised in a way that had never been seen before, and how this
paved the way for the horrors of the Second World War.  Students are encouraged to consider how
our own British values and morals are similar or different to those held at the beginning of the
twentieth century and why these have changed or stayed the same.

Mathematics This half term will be studying sequences and algebraic graphs. This will include working out the
midpoints of points and lines, gradients and equations of lines, being able to identify special
sequences and working out the nth term of a sequence. When learning about graphs, it should help
them to be able to visually see the connection between graphs and sequences.

Later into the half term, they will start to learn the topic transformations and vectors. This will
include being able to identify all the different transformations and apply them to questions.

Music Students will begin the ‘folk music’ unit of work. We will explore folk music from across the British
isles and further afield. Students will focus on performing, appraising and composing throughout
this unit.

Physical Education
(PE)

Students will continue to develop their fundamental skills in a variety of summer sports including -

Athletics track and field, Rounders and cricket. The activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks.

They will explore how to apply these skills within more competitive situations. Students will look to

use their skills within competitive situations and become an effective member of a team. They will

learn about teamwork and sportsmanship within the different sports.

Religious
Education (RE)

Over this term students will be continuing with their studies into the religion of Islam.  Students will
be looking at Islam within Britain, the importance of the Qur’an, the importance of the  prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), the 5 pillars of Islam and Islamic Art.

Science Students will learn about:
Waves
Wave behaviour, reflection, refraction, lenses and their uses, dispersion, filters, colour
combinations, sound waves and ultrasound
Ecosystems
Biotic and abiotic factors, competition, food chains and webs, predator/prey cycles, pyramids of
numbers, importance of insects in crops, population and sampling, the effects of an increasing
population, bioaccumulation and eutrophication and  pollution indicators
Electricity
Static electricity, circuit symbols, current and voltage, series and parallel circuits, magnetism and
electromagnetism.


