
Summer Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 7 – April 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art African Mask project

Students will  research a theme by creating a 'Moodboard' of masks from different cultures
(found images). students develop their skills in composition and selecting images that are
relevant to a theme, skills that are used in GCSE.
- Students revisit tonal pencil drawing
- Research the artist Kimmy Cantrell - create visual research and a critical study report (for
homework).
-students learn how to refine a design idea (based on their sketchbook work and research)
to make it more complex.
- Make a relief mask out of (recycled) cardboard. Learn how to manipulate the card to make
different textures and effects.

Computing Computer Crime:

This unit covers some of the legal safeguards regarding computer use, including overviews
of the Computer Misuse Act, Data Protection Act and GDPR and Copyright Law and their
implications for computer use. Phishing scams and other email frauds, hacking, “data
harvesting” identity theft and safe use of social media are discussed together with ways of
protecting online identity and privacy. Health and Safety Law and environmental issues
such as the safe disposal of old computers are also discussed.

Drama ‘The Time Travellers’ - This unit focuses on 2 aspects of Drama: 1. Developing and playing a
character. 2. Using visual elements such as non-verball communication,  mime and movement in
performance.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will focus on some basic wood joints, health and safety
in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their skills to create
a wooden money box using half lap joints.
Iterative Design.  Students will learn about this design style and then create a design to solve a real
life problem. Students will develop their sketching and problem-solving skills to ensure their final
design is suitable for their intended user.
Food and Nutrition and learn about hygiene and safety, knife skills, healthy eating, the safe use of
equipment and will complete 5 practical tasks and a science investigation. Students will plan,
prepare and cook pizza toast, an eat-well salad, kebabs, focaccia and scones.
Electronics. During this topic, students will learn about a basic lighting based product. They will be
introduced to simple electronic components, series and parallel circuits, which they will use to
calculate electrical quantities. Students will construct an LED lighting circuit on a PCB using soft
soldering techniques.
Graphics: the students are introduced to the specialism, they consider what the term ‘Graphic
Design’ means and through an investigation of different drawing techniques they consider the
advantages and disadvantages of Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. The work carries a
Street Art theme.

English Our unit this half term is based on Crime Fiction. We will be reading and analysing The Speckled
Band by Arthur Conan Doyle so we start the unit by considering the context surrounding the story.
The students will consider the technical elements which crime fiction typically contains and there
will be opportunities for students to  create their own detective story at the end of the unit.

French This term, Year 7 learn to describe their town.  They will practise giving and understanding
directions to places around town, and making  arrangements to go out.  They use the irregular verb
“aller”  to go and some useful modal verbs “pouvoir” to be able and “vouloir” to want in the
Present Tense.



Geography Ecosystems: once students have finished learning about rivers, they will move on to look at global
ecosystems, from savannahs and mountains to forests and ponds. Students will look at the location
of ecosystems and why they are there, linking back to the weather and climate unit. We will then
focus on tropical rainforests: location, climate, plant adaptations, causes and impacts of
deforestation and how tribes make them their home.

German Freetime: Students will learn how to say what they do in their freetime. They will be able to build on
their vocabulary with sports and freetime activities. There will be a continued focus on the use of
verbs in the present tense and we will look at some of the irregular verbs. They will also be learning
how to give opinions and reasons as well as say how often they do something with the introduction
of some key frequency phrases. We will continue to practise the language using the four
skills;listening, speaking,reading and writing.

History Tudors and Stuarts:  Students will develop a basic grasp of Tudor History that then can build on
later.  Our study focuses on religious change brought about as a consequence of Henry's break with
Rome.  It then focuses on how international politics were shaped by religious tension through a
study of Elizabethan propaganda and the Anglo-Spanish War.  We will also begin to investigate
Britain in the Early Modern Period.  We will cover a brief overview of the Civil War and the
immediate impact this had on local citizens through a study of the Siege of Colchester, 1648.  We
will also look at the witchcraft craze and how East Anglia was a hotspot for trials.

Mathematics Algebra II (formulae and equations) including volume of 3D shapes
They will begin by building further on their algebra learning earlier this year. The unit begins with
substitution of values into worded formulae and then into algebraic expressions, building up the
complexity by including brackets, powers and substitutions with negative numbers and fractions.
The formulae used for substitution will include recapping area and perimeter before we move on to
study volume of 3D shapes and substitute into volume formulae for cubes, cuboids and right prisms.
We move from using formulae into solving single step linear equations (for example, x + 7 = 2) and
study function machines and inverse operations to reverse them and rearrange single step
formulae.

If in a shared class, this unit will also be continued alongside Algebra II
Probability and Venn diagrams (sets)
In this unit students will develop their understanding of the language of likelihood and probability
and build on this to understand the use of numeric probabilities to measure chance more precisely,
using the probability scale from 0 (impossible) to 1 (certain). This will include interchangeable use of
fractions, decimals and percentages including conversions between them and arithmetic with each.
They will extend to consider probabilities of two combined events with tables and probability trees.
Finally, students will explore the use of Venn diagrams (including classifying numbers according to
their properties and creating Venn diagrams from worded descriptions) and link these to probability.

Music Students will learn about hooks and riffs and will begin to explore popular music in more depth. We
will develop our notation reading skills, and focus on ensemble work.

Physical Education
(PE)

Over this term students will be introduced to or develop their fundamental skills in a variety of

summer sports including -Athletics, Rounders and cricket.

These skills will be developed in isolation and pressured situations over the unit's completion. The

activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. The students will also learn about the rules and

regulations required to be able to play the sports in basic competitive situations.



Religious
Education (RE)

Over this term students will be continuing with their studies into the religion of Islam.  Students will
be looking at Islam within Britain, the importance of the Qur’an, the importance of the  prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), the 5 pillars of Islam and Islamic Art.

Science Students will learn about:
Diet and Health
Food groups coupled with balanced diet, qualitative food testing, the digestive system, enzymes,
drugs and their effects with a focus on smoking and alcohol. How the body deals with
communicable disease is also covered
Reproduction
Structure and function of the male and female reproductive organs of mammals and flowering
plants, gametes, fertilisation, pregnancy, birth, menstrual cycle, germination and  seed dispersal
Acids and alkalis
Hazards associated  with acids, properties of acids, indicators, pH scale, acid rain, reactions of
metals/metal carbonates with acids, neutralisation


