
Spring Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 9 – January 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art /
Graphics

This half term students will be experiencing GCSE Art & Graphics Core skills
- Advanced Colour theory (colour wheel using a range of materials)
- How to start/create a drawing from observation - teachers will share some ‘top tips’ on how

to create an observational drawing.
- Expressive drawing/painting.
- Typography appreciation

Business
Studies

Students will use this half term to work towards a final project. This class will have their final grade
from this task and will ensure they pull all the knowledge and experience from previous lessons.
The class will be asked to produce a product for a BBQ takeaway shop.

Computing Website Design: In this half term students will take a practical look at designing websites.  In this case
they will develop a website for a school department of their choosing.  As part of this they will
develop a mood board, consider what content could be added to the site and develop a website
structure using Google sites

Drama Improvisation and Devising Workshops. Students will develop their performance, creativity and
responding skills across a series of self contained workshops.

DT Rotation Food - Students will complete an 8-hour course in food practicals skills.
They will make bread, lattice fruit pie, Cornish pasties, Swiss roll and complete an investigation in cake
making. This is a skills based module to prepare them for GCSE food.
Students will also be taught the theory and science behind the ingredients they use.
Technology - Students will be learning about batch production and patterns in manufacturing. They
will learn about wood joints and apply this knowledge to make an item.
Electronics - Students will be learning about LED lighting circuits and manufacturing a LDR triggered
light for a household / garden application.
Construction - Students will be introduced to the basics of carpentry and will be working from
technical construction drawing to manufacture a door lining / frame and finish with appropriate
painting and decorating techniques.
Child Development / Health and Social care -Students will be introduced to the Child Development
and Health and Social Care courses and their style of learning. An insight into careers in the Health
sector. Emergency Procedures and basic first aid in an emergency.

English Fiction - Reading and Creative Writing
Exam Link - English Language Paper 1

Students will read a range of challenging fiction texts from diverse authors. The unit will focus
on key comprehension skills such as reading for meaning, inference, language/structural
analysis and a writer's message.

These fiction texts will be used as springboards for students' own creative writing including
writing the opening of a story and descriptive pieces.



French Healthy Eating: Students will be revising food items and talking about their family’s eating habits and
healthy lifestyle.  We will practice how to get something to eat in a shop, café or restaurant in France

Geography Climate Change and Superpowers: Students will be finishing off the causes, effects and management
of climate change. They should be able to evaluate the actions countries are taking to reduce the
causes of climate change and how we adapt to the changes.
Students will then move on to studying global superpowers - which ties in to some of the topics
taught at GCSE. They will investigate the role of superpowers (like Russia, China and The USA) in global
decision making as well as the impacts their influences has on people around the world.

German Students are studying the topic of media, which includes music, TV and films. They will learn the key
vocabulary for these topics and learn how to give opinions on the different types of media. They will
also be developing their use of the three main tenses and learning through the four skills;listening,
reading,speaking and writing.

Graphics /
Art

This half term students will be experiencing GCSE Art & Graphics Core skills
- Advanced Colour theory (colour wheel using a range of materials)
- How to start/create a drawing from observation - teachers will share some ‘top tips’ on how

to create an observational drawing.
- Expressive drawing/painting.

- Typography appreciation.

History Modern World History Turning Points: Students will gain an overview of the fight for equality by four
key groups in Britain:  women, disabled people, people of colour and LGBTQ+ communities.  They will
learn about different campaigns and examine factors and trends that led to change, and the problems
that still remain.  They will also develop a deeper understanding of significant moments in world
history that changed the world in which people lived and that swayed the course of human history.
We will focus on:  Nuremburg trials,  Terrorism -  9/11, the Cold War.  They will learn about the
concept of the lenses through which people examine events and individuals in the past and gain a
sense of the perspectives people have when it comes to history.

Mathematics Statistics: Graphs, charts, averages and measures of spread
Students will learn about using and interpreting a variety of different types of statistical graphs and
charts, including frequency polygons, and using and interpreting averages and measures of spread,
including applying these in context and making statistically sound comparisons between data. Higher
sets will include histograms, cumulative frequency graphs, quartiles and box plots in the unit of study.

Ratio and proportion
Students will study ratios, simplifying and dividing into ratios and understanding links to fractions and
scaling objects or mixtures in proportion. They will study proportional scaling, including in the context
of recipes, best buys (best value), unit pricing and working with speed, distance and time problems.
The highest sets will extend this to study direct and inverse proportion algebraically and graphically.

Media
Studies

This half term, students continue their work on the Bond Franchise, this time with reference to the
film ‘Spectre’ (2015). We examine how the franchise has modernised itself in terms of the way it was
promoted, the character representations and the technical aspects of camera work and editing which
allowed it to be awarded a certificate 12.

Music Students will learn about music for Video Games. They will explore this unit through appraising,
composing and performing. We will make considerable use of an online Digital Audio Workstation,
and will collaborate to create our own video game compositions.

PSHE Form
time.

Enterprise Skills and qualities, Modern British Values.
VOTES 4 Schools - Resolutions, Bereavement, Voting, LGBGTQ History, Mental Health.



Personal
Development
& Citizenship

Citizenship - Government and Responsibility. This half term students will explore the ideals, structure
and issues facing governments around the world.

Physical
Education
(PE)

Students will continue to develop their skill base of a variety of sports. Students will look to develop
their understanding and implementation of the tactics aspects within each activity covered. The
activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. They will use their knowledge and understanding of the
sports to be able to outwit opponents within a competitive environment. Students will cover a variety
of sports over the term including fitness, table tennis, handball and basketball for the boys and
football, trampolining, fitness, basketball and handball  for the girls
Once a fortnight students will continue to have a theory lesson which will focus upon the effects that
exercise has upon the body and also the different types of energy systems used in sports.

Religious
Education
(RE)

Students will continue with their understanding of Philosophy and Ethics, including the concepts of
Humanism, Atheism and Secularisation.  They will also be looking at religious revelation and the
relationship humans have with their environment
The second half term will consist of lessons reflecting on the ethics of conflict including pacifism, the
nuclear deterrent and the problem of refugees

Science In Science students will be learning the following;
Energy;
Energy stores and systems, changes in energy, calculating power and work done, energy
efficiency, national and global energy resources.
Atomic structure and The Periodic table;
Subatomic particles, the development of the model of the atom, size and mass of atoms,
electronic structure of atoms, the development of the periodic table, properties of groups
including Group 1,7 and 0.

Spanish Year 9 - Viva 1 Module 2: Mi tiempo libre. This includes the topics: What you do in your spare
time/Weather/Sports/Favourite Things and will develop language related to giving opinions, using the
present tense, saying when you do things and practising question words.


